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Photo by Jim Simpson 

Calendar

Saturday, February 28, 12:30 p.m. 
Field Trip: Shawnee Prairie Preserve. 
The Darke County Birders invite the Dayton Audubon Society on a Winter Owl 
Prowl; they have successfully found Long-eared Owls on two previous Prowls. Join 
Steve Miller (937-547-3340) and the Darke County Birders at the Shawnee Prairie 
Preserve nature center, 4267 St Rte 502, 1/4 mile west of Greenville.

Wednesdays, March 11 and 18 and Thursdays, March 12 and 19, 6:30 p.m. 
Woodcock Walks at Aullwood. 
It's time to start looking for spring birds, starting with Woodcocks at Aullwood with 
Tom Hissong (890-7360). Since their evening flights are somewhat weather-
dependent, Tom has scheduled four of these walks to give everyone a chance to beat 
the weather and attend. Join Tom at the Aullwood Audubon Center near Englewood: 
Take US 40 west from I-75; turn south at the east end of the Englewood dam 
(between the Dayton International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the 
nature center on the left.

Tuesday, March 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Saturday, March 14, 9:00 a.m. 
Young Birders Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
See article below.
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Wednesday, March 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
"Birding Heaven" with John McKean. See article below.

For an up-to-date list of all of the scheduled field trips this spring, check the Rare 
Bird Alert Hotline, 937-640-2473, or Field Trip Schedule 

Win 50% Off Birding Trip 
to Ecuador or Panama in 2010

The Dayton Audubon Society will be sponsoring a birding trip to either 
Ecuador or Panama in early 2010, and DAS is pleased to announce that one 
lucky DAS member will receive 50% off the land cost for this trip.

While details of the trip have not been finalized, the land cost is expected to 
be under $2,000 for a birding trip of 10 to12 days. The lucky DAS member 
will pay under $1,000 for the land cost of this trip.

To be eligible for this award, you must be a DAS member and must 
participate in at least one of the following DAS activities: 
* Attend any DAS meeting between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009 
* Participate in any DAS field trip between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 
2009 
* Participate in the 2009 DAS Birdathon. 
* Participate in a DAS volunteer activity between March 1, 2009 and 
October 31, 2009

Each time you participate in one of the approved DAS activities, you 
automatically receive one entry into the drawing, which will be held at the 
November 2009 DAS monthly meeting. There is no limit to the number of 
entries you can receive.

You can earn additional entries for the following: 
* For each $25 you raise for the 2009 DAS Birdathon, you will receive one 
entry 
* For each $25 you donate to the 2009 DAS Birdathon, you will receive one 
entry 
* For each $250 you load on a DAS-sponsored Kroger Gift Card (see article 
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below) between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009, you will receive one 
entry

The drawing details and conditions have not been finalized, but this award 
will have no cash value, and there is a possibility the trip could be cancelled 
if registrations do not meet the minimum number to justify the trip.

Start your participation as early as possible to increase your chances of 
being selected! 

Dayton Audubon Society Fundraiser

DAS is asking members to support our organization by using a reloadable 
Gift Card when shopping at Kroger. This costs you nothing but a few 
seconds of your time, and all proceeds will go directly to worthwhile 
projects such as environmental education and scholarships.

Participation is easy!

●     1. Send the form below with $5.00 (checks payable to Dayton 
Audubon Society) to: 
Cindy Beckman 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, OH 45370

The card is FREE because it comes preloaded with $5.00. You may 
also acquire a card at any Dayton Audubon Society meeting.

●     2. When you receive your card, add value to it by "reloading" it at 
any Kroger store. This can be done at the service desk, or as a 
separate transaction at the check-out lane, and you may use cash, 
check, or credit/debit card. You should do this BEFORE the cashier 
scans your items, and then use the card to pay for your purchases. 
The balance on your card will show at the bottom of your receipt.

●     3. Use your card every time you shop or fill your gas tank at Kroger.

●     4. When the balance on your card gets low, just reload it again! Your 
card remains active permanently, unless you allow it to drop to $0 
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and don't add value to it for 90 days.

The more you use your card, the more DAS earns! Please ask your friends 
and family to support the mission of the Audubon Society by acquiring and 
using a DAS Kroger Neighborhood Rewards Gift Card.

Thank you for helping DAS to further our goal to support environmental 
education in our area. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Name______________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________ 
Number of cards ___ X $5.00 = total enclosed $_______ 

Christmas Bird Count Results

The 84th annual Dayton Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count, held 
December 28, 2008, was more successful than expected given the weather 
conditions, particularly the wind. Our participants recorded 73 species, 
including a new record of Canada Geese (5,264, easily surpassing last year's 
previous record of 4,103) and a record number of Northern Pintail Ducks 
(17). Other unusual species recorded were five Greater White-fronted 
Geese, two Snow Geese, a Red-headed Woodpecker, and four Brewer's 
Blackbirds. However, we recorded a disappointingly low number of 
Northern Cardinals (190).

We thank the Dayton Daily News for their usual excellent coverage of the 
DAS Christmas Count, and thanks also go out to this year's participants, 
especially Count Compiler Sue Tackett. 

Christmas Count Totals
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Great Blue Heron.............29
Greater White-fronted Goose...5
Snow Goose....................2
Canada Goose..............4,103
Gadwall.......................1
American Wigeon...............2
American Black Duck...........8
Mallard.....................782
Northern Shoveler.............2
Northern Pintail.............17
Ring-necked Duck..............7
Lesser Scaup.................12
Bufflehead....................2
Common Goldeneye..............8
Hooded Merganser.............61
Common Merganser..............7
Ruddy Duck....................6
Bald Eagle....................1
Northern Harrier..............2
Sharp-shinned Hawk............3
Cooper's Hawk................14
Red-tailed Hawk..............36
American Kestrel..............9
American Coot................11
Killdeer......................1
Ring-billed Gull............383
Herring Gull..................3
Rock Pigeon.................248
Mourning Dove...............566
Eastern Screech Owl...........2
Great Horned Owl..............1
Barred Owl....................2
Belted Kingfisher.............6
Red-headed Woodpecker.........1
Red-bellied Woodpecker.......73
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.....13
Downy Woodpecker.............72

Hairy Woodpecker..........10
Northern Flicker..........23
Pileated Woodpecker.......12
Blue Jay..................31
American Crow............141
Horned Lark................9
Carolina Chickadee.......317
Tufted Titmouse...........73
White-breasted Nuthatch...81
Brown Creeper.............18
Carolina Wren.............37
Golden-crowned Kinglet....24
Ruby-crowned Kinglet.......5
Eastern Bluebird..........39
Hermit Thrush..............2
American Robin.........1,604
Northern Mockingbird.......3
European Starling......5,619
Cedar Waxwing.............45
Yellow-rumped Warbler.....18
Eastern Towhee.............8
American Tree Sparrow.....41
Field Sparrow..............4
Fox Sparrow................1
Song Sparrow..............60
Swamp Sparrow..............1
White-throated Sparrow...195
Dark-eyed Junco..........171
Northern Cardinal........190
Red-winged Blackbird.......4
Brewer's Blackbird.........4
Common Grackle............10
Brown-headed Cowbird.......1
House Finch...............90
American Goldfinch.......138
House Sparrow............214
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Birdathon Coming Soon!

A springtime tradition and one of our most popular annual events!! Put it 
on your calendar NOW: Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon will take 
place from 5:00 p.m. Friday, April 24, until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 25. 
Teams of DAS birders will be counting bird species in a 24-hour period, all 
to raise funds for important local environmental work. Again this year, the 
money we collect will be divided between Aullwood and the Beaver Creek 
Wetlands Association. Both organizations are dedicated to the education of 
children and the preservation of natural habitat right here in the greater 
Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now; if you would like to participate, to make a 
pledge, or to help raise pledges from your friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers, call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914 for more information. Again 
this year, a $20 or more pledge to Birdathon will earn the donor a one-year 
membership to National Audubon/ Dayton Audubon.

Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Call today! (More details 
about Birdathon will be in your next Yellow Warbler.) 

Nature Walks for Young Birders

If you're between the ages of 9 and 19, you are invited to join Cindy and 
Jim Beckman to explore one of the best birding sites in Southwest Ohio, the 
marsh, woodlands, and meadows at Spring Valley Wildlife Area. The 
Beckmans will help you find and identify some of the many species of birds 
that make their way through Ohio on their way to breeding grounds in 
Canada. As migration winds down in June, we will look for nesting birds as 
well as some of the many reptiles, amphibians, and insects that live at 
SVWA.

Saturday, March 14, 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Waterfowl should be returning, 
so we might see Coots, Buffleheads, Grebes, and a variety of ducks, as well 
as some shorebirds. A Barred Owl is often seen near the lake, Red-
shouldered Hawks should be nesting, and woodpeckers of all kinds inhabit 
the woods.

Saturday, May 9, 8:30 a.m. - Noon. International Migratory Bird Day! 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2009/ywmar09.htm (6 of 12)1/1/11 9:59 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

Come see what the excitement is about! This could be a great day for seeing 
many species of warblers and vireos, including the brightly-colored 
Prothonotary Warbler that nests near the bike path. Baltimore Orioles, 
Scarlet Tanagers, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Indigo Buntings, and many 
many more of nature's brightest will make their presence known as they 
establish territories, attract mates, or just fill up on insects on their way 
north. We should see Barn, Tree, and Northern Rough-winged Swallows 
swooping over the lake as Herons, Kingfishers, and maybe even an Osprey 
search for aquatic prey.

Saturday, June 13, 8:00 a.m. - Noon. As the northern migrants leave the 
area, we will search for nesting birds. At this time last year, in just 100 
yards of habitat along the bike path, we found nesting Cedar Waxwings, 
Eastern Pewees, Prothonotary Warblers, Baltimore Orioles, House Wrens, 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Orchard Orioles, Northern Flickers, and Downy, 
Red-headed, Red-bellied, and Pileated Woodpeckers. Who knows what 
we'll find this year!

Please bring binoculars if you have them; a limited number of loaner 
binoculars will be available. Dress for the weather - we will be outside the 
whole time. Bring a water bottle, maybe a snack for the longer outings, but 
do not bring more than you can carry in addition to your binoculars. 
Young birders may be accompanied by adults, but it is not required. Adults 
who cannot bring a youngster are welcome. Bring a friend and join us!

For all outings, meet at the designated time at the lower parking lot at 
SVWA. Take Rt 42 south from Spring Valley. Turn east (left) on Roxanna-
New Burlington Road. Go about one mile, then turn right onto Pence-Jones 
Road and follow it until it dead-ends at Collett (no sign). Turn right and 
follow the road to the lower parking lot. Note: No restrooms are available.

For more information, contact Cindy or Jim Beckman at 937-862-4505 or 
oz1221@sbcglobal.net. 

Birding Heaven
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At our next DAS program, March 18, Professional photographer, best-
selling author, and top-ranked international speaker John McKean will 
completely enchant you for an evening of "Birding Heaven"! Join John as 
he takes you away on a whirlwind trek around the world with his 
breathtaking avian imagery. From such places as Fiji, the Galapagos, and 
Costa Rica, John's ornithology images have graced everything from 
VIREO (Academy of Natural Sciences' Visual Resources for Ornithology) 
to Birds & Blooms Magazine credit cards. You will not want to miss this 
one-and-only opportunity to virtually visit the world's exotic birding 
hotspots, while learning John's top seven secrets on capturing the exquisite 
beauty of birds.

The program will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings are held in 
the main auditorium; you can enter through the front doors and take the 
elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their friends. 
Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this 
article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the 
environment? Do you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for 
YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or 
someone you know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, 
please contact President Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board 
members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of 
time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in 
part, shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to 
individuals who can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you 
know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if 
you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers 
and other adults to attend National Audubon's summer 
ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and 
the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone 
these days, they are still especially popular with teachers. 
If you know of a dynamic elementary or secondary 
teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college 
students through the Dively Scholarship Program, 
originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively 
Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate 
students reach academic goals in fields that further the 
cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; 
other connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people 
you think ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call or e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Cindy 
and Jim Beckman at

phone 937-862-4505, or 
e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair(oz1221@sbcglobal.net) 

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 
45414-5398 or e-mail us at audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We 
ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, 
or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, 
the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from 
the ranks of the membership are needed in order for the organization to 
reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 
E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS 
President Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the 
Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter 

automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one 
of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society 

Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you 

there! 
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Photo by Jim Simpson 

2009 Birdathon

The arrival of April means Spring is well under way, and Dayton Audubon is geared up for our 
annual Birdathon. One of our most popular and important events, Birdathon raises thousands of 
dollars annually for local environmental programs and projects, including Aullwood Audubon 
Center and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. The greatest benefit, of course, is the fun for 
Birdathon participants as we count as many different bird species as we can see or hear in 24 hours; 
at this time of year, we might log over 100 different species in this area! Donations are raised 
through pledges gathered by the participants - either a per-species amount, or a fixed amount.

This year's Birdathon will be held from 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 24th to 5:00 p.m., Saturday, April 
25th. ALL chapter members are welcome to support this important effort! You can participate in 
several ways:

●     Participate in the count: Create your own team or join one of the existing teams You are 
welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; improve your birding skills and raise money for very 
worthy environmental causes.

●     Collect pledges and/or donations, and send them to the Birdathon chairperson, Judy 
Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio, 45414-5398. 
Make checks payable to Dayton Audubon Society.

●     Pledge to one of the teams listed below.

●     Bring your pledges and/or donations to Patty's Shelter at Englewood MetroPark at 5:30 p.m., 
Saturday, April 25th for refreshments and the big tally! Hear about those great sightings!

Again this year, non-Audubon members who contribute $20 or more will receive a membership to 
the National Audubon Society and Dayton Audubon. As a special prize, the team that brings in the 
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largest amount in pledges will receive a copy of "Gems of the Greater Dayton Region," a just-
published book co-authored by Dane Mutter, with photographs by Allan Horvath. Participants and 
donors are also eligible for the Central America trip drawing this November (see article below). For 
more details call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team(s) checked below.

_____Old Birders: Charlotte Mathena, Sue Tackett, and John Howard

_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, and Judy Whitaker

_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson and Mike Zimmerman

_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands

_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve

_____Wandering Warblers: Cindy and Jim Beckman

_____Mike Boyd

_____Tom Schaefer

Instead of a per-species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's Birdathon.

Name___________________________________________ Phone___________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip______________________________________________________________ 

Calendar
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April and May are the busiest months of the year for bird watching, and we have a number of 
Field Trips for you to choose from. This is the typical peak of migration in our area, and a 
great time to get out and discover some of our avian residents and migrants. Also, keep an eye 
on this web site or listen to our Rare Bird Alert hotline, 640-BIRD (2473), for possible 
additional field trips.

Saturday, April 4, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
The diverse habitat of this premier MetroPark can hold a wide variety of migrants and 
nesters, including Vireos, Warblers, and Orioles. From Dayton take I-75 north to I-70 
west to the airport access road, exit at US40 and go west to the park entrance at the east 
side of the dam. Meet leader Jennifer Monahan (435-0707). in the upper parking lot at the 
dam and US40.

Sunday, April 5, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
SVWA is an outstanding Miami Valley birding locale, and should be abundant with early 
spring arrivals. Go south of the town of Spring Valley on US 42 along the Little Miami 
River. Turn left (east) on Roxanna-New Burlington Rd. Follow to Pence Jones Rd and 
take all the way to the end (past the trailer park) to meet leader Charlotte Mathena (433-
2167) in the lower parking lot. Please bring your scope if you have one.

Tuesday, April 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, April 15, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Meeting/Program 
Birding in Panama - See article below.

Sunday, April 19, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
The fields and woods at Aullwood will certainly be hopping with birds during spring 
migration. Join Aullwood naturalist Tom Hissong (890-7360) on this popular field trip. 
Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) at Vandalia, turn south 
on Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam (between the Dayton 
International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center.

Friday-Saturday, April 24-25 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see article above for details.

Sunday, April 26, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
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If you're not worn out from Birdathon, Sugarcreek offers a large area of upland woods, 
fields, and riparian habitat, and is sure to be full of returning nesters and migrants by the 
end of April. From I-675, south on Wilmington Pike (cross SR725), continue to Conference 
Road. Meet leader John Shrader (436-3664) in the parking lot on Conference Road.

Sunday, May 3, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Carriage Hill MetroPark. 
Besides the working farm, Carriage Hill boasts a variety of habitats, including a large 
prairie, a small lake with a boardwalk, abundant meadows, and several wooded areas. 
Take I-75 north, east on I-70 to SR 201, north to the park entrance on the right; meet 
leader Mike Coogan (438-5688) at the Red Wing shelter parking lot across the road from 
the Visitor's Center.

Saturday, May 9, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Gorge. 
Just below the dam at the southern end of Caesar Creek Lake, Caesar Creek Gorge State 
Nature Preserve features a 180-foot deep gorge with trails leading from the base of the 
dam to the Little Miami River two miles away. Take I-75 south to SR 73. East through 
Waynesville. After crossing US 42, go about 1 mile, then right on Clarksville Road. Follow 
2-3 miles to park road on the right. Go down the hill into the Gorge to meet leader Dick 
Balk (886-0092) in the parking lot below the dam.

Saturday, May 9, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Young Birders Field Trip: 
Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
This is the second of our three young birders walks at Spring Valley, led by Cindy and Jim 
Beckman (937-862-4505). We will be celebrating International Migratory Bird Day. Come 
see what all the excitement is about! This could be a great day for seeing many species of 
warblers and vireos, including the brightly-colored Prothonotary Warbler that nests near 
the bike path. Baltimore Orioles, Scarlet Tanagers, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Indigo 
Buntings, and many many more of nature's brightest will make their presence known as 
they establish territories, attract mates, or just fill up on insects on their way north. We 
should see Barn, Tree, and Northern Rough-winged Swallows swooping over the lake as 
Kingfishers, Herons, and maybe even an Osprey search for their aquatic prey. See 
directions above for Sunday, April 5.

Tuesday, May 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Note: No DAS Meeting/Program in May. 

Win 50% Off Birding Trip to Ecuador or Panama in 2010
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The Dayton Audubon Society will be sponsoring a birding trip to either Ecuador or 
Panama in early 2010, and DAS is pleased to announce that one lucky DAS member will 
receive 50% off the land cost for this trip.

While details of the trip have not been finalized, the land cost is expected to be under 
$2,000 for a birding trip of 10 to12 days. The lucky DAS member will pay under $1,000 for 
the land cost of this trip.

To be eligible for this award, you must be a DAS member and must participate in at least 
one of the following DAS activities:

●     Attend any DAS meeting between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009

●     Participate in any DAS field trip between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009

●     Participate in the 2009 DAS Birdathon

●     Participate in a DAS volunteer activity between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 
2009 

Each time you participate in one of the approved DAS activities, you automatically receive 
one entry into the drawing, which will be held at the November 2009 DAS monthly 
meeting. There is no limit to the number of entries you can receive.

You can earn additional entries for the following:

●     For each $25 you raise for the 2009 DAS Birdathon, you will receive one entry

●     For each $25 you donate to the 2009 DAS Birdathon, you will receive one entry

●     For each $250 you load on a DAS-sponsored Kroger Gift Card (see below) between 
March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009, you will receive one entry

The drawing details and conditions have not been finalized, but this award will have no 
cash value, and there is a possibility the trip could be cancelled if registrations do not meet 
the minimum number to justify the trip.

Start your participation as early as possible to increase your chances of being selected! 

Dayton Audubon Fundraiser
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DAS is asking members to support our organization by using a reloadable Gift Card when 
shopping at Kroger. This costs nothing but a few seconds of your time, and all proceeds go 
directly to our (your!) environmental education and scholarship projects.

Participation is easy! Send a $5.00 check payable to Dayton Audubon Society to:

Cindy Beckman 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, OH 45370

or you can get a card at any Dayton Audubon Society meeting. The card is FREE because 
it comes preloaded with $5.00. 

Upon a Peak in Darien

At our April 15th DAS meeting, Jim and Cindy Beckman, DAS board members, will 
entertain you with the story of their quest to the Darien Province of Panama to observe a 
young Harpy Eagle that has not yet left its nest. The Beckmans returned on March 8 after 
leading a group of 13 travelers to one of the most remote areas of Central America, and 
they have many anecdotes and photos to share. The Beckmans had the good fortune to live 
for several days among the Embera tribe in a primitive village, the closest place to stage 
the 5-hour hike to the nest site.

Join us as we take you from the rainforests of Central Panama, to the historic ruins of 
Panama City, to the Panama Canal, and to the jungles surrounding a remote native 
village, while enjoying the spectacular avian fauna for which Central America is renowned.

The program will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings are held in the main auditorium; you can enter 
through the front doors and take the elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend 
and bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! 
Hang this article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Get Involved!
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Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you 
wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know 
is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Mike 
Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A 
simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference 
in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. 
Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the 
Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of 
Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they 
are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic 
elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters 
ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through 
the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of 
DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the 
Dively Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate 
students reach academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are 
not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established 
in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the 
program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for 
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elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to 
promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought 
to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please 
call or e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Cindy and Jim Beckman at

phone 937-862-4505, or 
e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair(oz1221@sbcglobal.net) 

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398 or e-
mail us at audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate 
after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom 
Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural 
sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the 
membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like 
to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your involvement will be 
welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jennifer 
Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. 
There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the 

Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton 
Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2009/ywapma09.htm (9 of 10)1/1/11 9:59 AM

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/OLD%20orgn.htm


c:/audubon/warbler.htm

Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

Summer 2009

Volume 72  - No. 3 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

  

Photo by Jim Simpson 

DAS Annual Meeting

The 2009 Dayton Audubon Society Annual Meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
June 17 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. Officers and Directors will offer reports of the past year's activities and 
what is planned for the future. We will also elect Officers and Directors for the 
coming year:

Elections
 
The Nominating Committee has recommended the following candidates: 

   President: Jennifer Monahan 
   Vice President: Mike Coogan
   Treasurer: Karen Balk
   Recording Secretary: Betty Leve
   Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp
   Directors - term expires 2012:
     Lee Hall 
     Dick Balk

Nominations from the floor will also be accepted.

Program
 
We are pleased to welcome Aullwood's Tom Hissong as our program speaker for this 
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year's annual meeting. Tom, Education Coordinator and naturalist at the Aullwood 
Audubon Center and Farm, will present a program entitled "The Travels of an Ohio 
Naturalist". The Earth is filled with tremendous natural beauty and wonder, and 
Tom has had the opportunity to travel to many exciting destinations around the 
world and experience the beauty and excitement of the "natural world". In this 
program Tom (an award-winning nature photographer) will share some of his most 
favorite color photographs and experiences from such destinations as Ohio, South 
Florida and the Everglades, the north woods of Michigan, the canyons and mesas of 
the southwestern United States, Australia, the Peruvian Amazon and Andes, 
Panama, Kenya, and the High Arctic of Norway. This program will take the audience 
on a special trip of beauty and wonder.

After graduating from Ohio State with a degree in environmental education, Tom 
worked as the Curator of Education at the Dayton Museum of Natural History for 
nearly sixteen years. Tom directed the many educational programs of the museum 
including summer classes, school group visitations, adult education and natural 
history trips.

In the spring of 1992 Tom took a position as naturalist with the Five Rivers 
MetroParks in Dayton, Ohio. For two years Tom provided a wide variety of public 
walks and programs for the MetroParks.

Tom began his position as Education Coordinator at Aullwood on June 1, 1994. He is 
responsible for directing the many education programs at the Aullwood Audubon 
Center and Farm.

This will be a casual, pleasant evening, and a good opportunity to meet other 
members and share some light refreshments. We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn 
- entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. Parking is free. Please join 
us! 

Dayton Audubon Society Announces its First International Birding Trip!
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Members of Dayton Audubon Society are invited to travel to Belize with a group of 
fellow members and other birders from March 19 to 28, 2010. Our guide, native 
Belizean Glenn Crawford, is one of the most knowledgeable birding guides and 
naturalists in Belize, and he will provide us with an excellent introduction to tropical 
birding as we travel to various habitats within this English-speaking Central 
American country. The group, which is limited to 12 participants, will spend three 
days/nights at Crooked Tree Lodge, where we will visit wetlands, savannas, and 
gallery forests. From here, we will visit Lamanai, a Mayan ruin that offers excellent 
birding in low-canopy gallery forest.

Next, we will travel to the coast where we will spend three days/nights at Mama 
Noots Lodge, convenient for birding in broad-leaf rainforest, coastal mangroves and 
beaches.

Our last three days/night will be spent at Five Sisters Lodge, located in the scenic 
Mountain Pine Ridge Forest Reserve. This is the largest protected area in Belize, 
boasting an immense Rain Forest and natural Wildlife Sanctuary. Here we will 
search for species that inhabit higher elevation pine-oak forest and broad-leaf 
rainforest. From this location, we will visit Caracol, the largest of all the Mayan 
cities. Its tall canopy is rich with life, especially raptors.

The price (from Belize City) is just $1,995, and includes all lodging, meals, private 
transportation during the tour, entrance fees, and expert guide. In addition, pre- and 
post-trip materials such checklists, detailed itinerary, trip report, and digital 
photographs (on CD) will be provided. Cost does not include international airfare, 
departure tax ($20), tips, or items of a personal nature such as extra drinks, snacks, 
alcoholic beverages, laundry, souvenirs, etc.

Sign up early to reserve your spot on this once-in-a-lifetime trip!

For a detailed itinerary and information on how to register, please contact Cindy or 
Jim Beckman: 
Home phone: 937-862-4505 
Cell phone: 937-974-0802 or 937-974-0803 
Email: oz1221@sbcglobal.net 
3061 Clear Springs Road, Spring Valley, OH 45370 

Win 50% Off the Belize Trip!
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One lucky Dayton Audubon Society member will receive 50% off the land cost for 
the DAS Belize trip in March, 2010. The trip is priced at $1,995, but the winning 
member will pay just $997.50 for the land cost of this trip.

To be eligible for this award, you must be a DAS member and must participate in at 
least one of the following DAS activities: 
* Attend any DAS meeting between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009 
* Participate in any DAS field trip between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009 
* Participate in a DAS volunteer activity between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 
2009

Each time you participate in one of the approved DAS activities, you automatically 
receive one entry into the drawing, which will be held at the November 2009 DAS 
monthly meeting. There is no limit to the number of entries you can receive.

You can earn additional entries for each $250 you load on a DAS-sponsored Kroger 
Gift Card (see below) between March 1, 2009 and October 31, 2009, you will receive 
one entry.

The drawing details and conditions have not been finalized, but this award will have 
no cash value, and there is a possibility the trip could be cancelled if registrations do 
not meet the minimum number to justify the trip.

Start your participation as early as possible to increase your chances of being 
selected! 

Dayton Audubon Fundraiser

DAS is asking members to support our organization by using a reloadable Gift Card 
when shopping at Kroger. This costs nothing but a few seconds of your time, and all 
proceeds go directly to our (your!) environmental education and scholarship projects.

Participation is easy! Send a $5.00 check payable to Dayton Audubon Society to:

Cindy Beckman 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, OH 45370

or you can get a card at any Dayton Audubon Society meeting. The card is FREE 
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because it comes preloaded with $5.00. 

Calendar

Saturday, June 6 
Field Trip: Natural Bridge State Resort Park, Kentucky. 
We will be looking for the secretive and uncommon Swainson's Warbler, which nests 
at its most northern range in Natural Bridge State Park. We will also be looking for 
other southern nesters, such as Worm-eating, Hooded, Kentucky, and Cerulean 
Warblers. The resort is 52 miles southeast of Lexington off the Mountain Parkway on 
KY 11. To find out more, visit www.parks.ky.gov/findparks/resortparks/nb. For 
further information about this field trip, contact field trip leaders Jim and Cindy 
Beckman, 937-862-4505, or Jennifer Monahan, 937-654-3301.

Saturday, June 13, 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Young Birders Walk:Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
This is the third of the young birders walks at Spring Valley. As the northern 
migrants leave the area, we will search for nesting birds. At this time last year, in just 
100 yards of habitat along the bike path, we have found nesting Cedar Waxwing, 
Eastern Pewee, Prothonotary Warbler, Baltimore Oriole, House Wren, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Orchard Oriole, Northern Flicker, and Downy, Red-headed, Red-
bellied, and Pileated Woodpeckers. Who knows what we'll find this year! Leaders: 
Cindy and Jim Beckman (937-862-4505).

Wednesday, June 17, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Annual Meeting. 
See article above. 

DAS Dively Scholarship Winners
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Jared Merriman of Xenia and Andy McCray of Lebanon are the two winners of this 
year's Dively Scholarships.

Jared is a senior at Xenia High School, and plans to attend Ball State or Miami to 
major in zoology, then pursue a master's degree in ornithology.

Andy is a senior at Springboro High School, and plans to attend The Ohio State 
University to major in meteorology, with the goal of a career in climatology.

Congratulations to these two fine scholars!

DAS Scholarships and Grants

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
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fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible. 
Applications will be accepted from January 1-March 15, 2010, for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, 
please write, call, or e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Jim Beckman at

Jim Beckman 
Projects and Memorials Chair 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, Ohio 45370 
phone 937-862-4505, or 
e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair(oz1221@sbcglobal.net) 

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398 
or e-mail us at audubon@dayton.net 

Get Involved!
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Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
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     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 

Previous Yellow Warblers
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

October/November 2009

Volume 72  - No. 5 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

  

Photo by Jim Simpson 

Editor’s Note - Due to postage difficulties, the September Yellow Warbler was not mailed. We 
apologize for any inconvenience this might have caused. 

October and November Programs

The program for our October 21 DAS meeting has not yet been finalized, but we 
expect it will be a good one. You can stay up-to-date through this website, www.
dayton.net/audubon/, or through our Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert phone 
number, 937-640-2473 (640-BIRD).

UPDATE - OCTOBER 8
"Yesterday-Today-Tomorrow"--will be the theme for the Dayton Audubon 
program on 10/21/09. at Wegerzyn Garden Center from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. 
Deputy Director Dave Nolin who has been part of Five Rivers Metroparks for 
almost 30 years will be our guest for the evening. 
The program is open to the public and there is ample free parking available. 
Light refreshments will be served and there will be time for questions and 
comments from the audience. 
Mr. Nolin has been a participant in the recent search for the Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker. He also has contributed to the success of other local conservation 
organizations. 
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November 18 DAS program will feature Nicole Conrad, Environmental Specialist 
and Intern Coordinator at Aullwood Audubon Center, and Aullwood’s four new 
Interns for this year. Nicole and "her gang" always provide an entertaining program, 
so this will be an opportunity to escape November blues.

Come out for a couple of evenings of easy friendship and a few laughs. We’ll provide 
light refreshments. As always, the programs will be held at Wegerzyn Garden 
Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the 
lower level; enter through the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited 
to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. 

Calendar

Sunday, October 4, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Carriage Hill MetroPark. Besides the working farm, Carriage Hill boasts 
a variety of habitats, including a large prairie, a small lake with a boardwalk, 
abundant meadows, and several wooded areas. Take I-75 north, east on I-70 to SR 
201, north to the park entrance on the right; meet leader Mike Coogan (438-5688) at 
the Red Wing shelter parking lot across the road from the Visitors’ Center. 
Saturday, October 10, 9:00 a.m. Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield has a number of habitats to explore, including 
a deep-water lake, shallow inlets, beach, seasonal mudflats, patches of woods, and 
grasslands. Fall waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants are all 
possible in mid-October. Take I-70 east to US 68, go north to SR 344, east to SR 4, 
south to Croft Road, then east across the dam to the state park entrance. Meet Dick 
Balk (886-0092) at the parking lot by the water north of the check-in station (north 
end of the beach).

Sunday, October 11, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Gorge. 
Just below the dam at the south end of Caesar Creek Lake, Caesar Creek Gorge 
State Nature Preserve features a 180’-deep gorge and flood plain forest along Caesar 
Creek from the dam to the Little Miami River two miles away. This time of year 
should provide a large number of resident and migrant bird species; the gorge is an 
excellent place for late migrant warblers, as well as Pileated Woodpeckers and 
possibly Wild Turkeys. In Warren County east of Waynesville: Take I-75 south to SR 
73, then go east through Waynesville. About 1 mile after crossing US 42, turn right 
on Clarksville Road and follow it 2-3 miles to the park road on the right; follow it to 
meet Cindy and Jim Beckman (862-4505) in the parking lot below the dam.
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Tuesday, October 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, October 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
See article above.

Sunday, November 1, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Lake. 
Caesar Creek State Park has many different habitats available for birding, including 
(besides the lake itself) wetlands, fields, and woodlots. Over the years a long list of 
bird sightings has been compiled there. If the weather cooperates, there could still be 
some southbound passerine migrants around in addition to the numerous local avian 
residents. To get to Caesar Creek, go south on I75 to SR 73, then east past 
Waynesville. Where the road widens to four lanes (just before crossing the lake), turn 
left and follow the signs to the beach. Meet John Shrader (436-3664) at the large 
beach parking lot.

Sunday, November 8, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Our popular, traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what 
will be seen on this trip: waterfowl, shorebirds, few early winter birds, Black 
Vultures, Turkeys, and/or Sandhill Cranes. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a 
picnic lunch with you, and bring a jacket in case the weather is brisk! This is the trip 
for great birds AND fellowship! Take SR 725 west to Indiana 44 to Liberty, Indiana. 
Go south on Rt. 101 to the state park sign. Meet Chuck Gardner (937-962-4860) at 
the park entrance. Don't forget your good luck "bear claw necklace"! 
Tuesday, November 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
See article above.

Sundays, November 29, December 6, and January 3, 10:00 a.m. 
Field Trips: Eastwood Lake/Huffman Reserve 
The weather is the key factor for this series of winter field trips. We will look for 
waterfowl on Eastwood Lake (and actually hope for cold and rainy instead of warm 
and balmy; bad for the birders but great for the ducks!). We will then head up Route 
4 to Huffman Reserve, which often has open water when other areas are frozen. Meet 
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leader Jennifer Monahan (654-3301) at Eastwood Lake in the first main parking lot, 
off of Harshman Road east of Route 4.

Sunday, December 27 
85th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Details in the next issue of The Yellow Warbler. 

Dayton Audubon Fundraiser

DAS is asking members to support our organization by using a reloadable Gift Card 
when shopping at Kroger. This costs nothing but a few seconds of your time, and all 
proceeds go directly to our (your!) environmental education and scholarship projects.

Participation is easy! Send a $5.00 check payable to Dayton Audubon Society to: 
Cindy Beckman 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, OH 45370 
or you can get a card at any Dayton Audubon Society meeting. The card is FREE 
because it comes preloaded with $5.00. 

Audubon in the Classroom

As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing 
its 22nd season of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education 
publication for 4th, 5th, or 6th grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures 
helps teachers make learning about science and nature part of students' everyday 
lives, integrating reading with science and other core disciplines. According to a 2000 
report issued by the National Environmental Education and Training Foundation, in 
which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental education as the central 
focus of their academic programs, the results of including environmental education 
in the classroom were striking - reading and mathematics scores improved, students 
performed better in science and social studies, they developed the ability to transfer 
their knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar contexts, they learned to "do science" 
rather than just "learn about science," and classroom discipline problems declined.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for area schools. If you know of a 
classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would 
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like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The cost for 
Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of 
up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Win 50% Off the Belize Trip!

One lucky Dayton Audubon Society member will receive 50% off the land cost for 
our DAS-sponsored Belize trip in March, 2010 (see below). The trip is priced at 
$1,995, but the winning member will pay just $997.50 for the land cost of this trip. To 
be eligible for this award, you must be a DAS member and must participate in at 
least one of the following DAS activities: * Attend either DAS meeting in September 
or October, 2009 
* Participate in any DAS field trip before October 31, 2009 
* Participate in a DAS volunteer activity before October 31, 2009

Each time you participate you will receive one entry into the drawing, which will be 
held at the November 18, 2009 DAS monthly meeting. There is no limit to the number 
of entries you can receive.

You can earn additional entries for each $250 you load on a DAS-sponsored Kroger 
Gift Card (see above) before October 31, 2009.

For details on the Belize trip or the drawing, contact Cindy and Jim Beckman at 937-
862-4505. You can also find more information on below. 

Dayton Audubon Society Announces its First International Birding Trip!
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Members of Dayton Audubon Society are invited to travel to Belize with a group of 
fellow members and other birders from March 19 to 28, 2010. Our guide, native 
Belizean Glenn Crawford, is one of the most knowledgeable birding guides and 
naturalists in Belize, and he will provide us with an excellent introduction to tropical 
birding as we travel to various habitats within this English-speaking Central 
American country.

The price (from Belize City) is just $1,995, and includes all lodging, meals, private 
transportation during the tour, entrance fees, and expert guide. In addition, pre- and 
post-trip materials such checklists, detailed itinerary, trip report, and digital 
photographs (on CD) will be provided. Cost does not include international airfare, 
departure tax ($20), tips, or items of a personal nature such as extra drinks, snacks, 
alcoholic beverages, laundry, souvenirs, etc.

Sign up early to reserve your spot on this once-in-a-lifetime trip! Contact Cindy and 
Jim Beckman at 937-862-4505. 

DAS Scholarships and Grants

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
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through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible. 
Applications will be accepted from January 1-March 15, 2010, for 
the 2010-2011 school year.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, 
please write, call, or e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Jim Beckman at

Jim Beckman 
Projects and Memorials Chair 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, Ohio 45370 
phone 937-862-4505, or 
e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair(oz1221@sbcglobal.net) 

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398 
or e-mail us at audubon@dayton.net 
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Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
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     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 

Previous Yellow Warblers
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon Society 

Winter 2009-2010

Volume 72  - No. 6 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH 45414-5398

  

Photo by Jim Simpson 

 

The Officers and Directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish you a joyful holiday 
season and a happy and prosperous new year. 

xmas 
tree  Christmas Bird Count 

xmas 
tree  

The 86th Dayton Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count will take place on Sunday, December 27, 2009. Twelve 
teams of local participants will attempt to identify and count all of the birds in 12 areas around Dayton (see 
below).

Everyone is welcome to participate, so check the list of areas to find a team you would like to join. Feeder 
watchers can also participate if the feeder is within the count area, and if the results are reported at or before 
the compilation meeting on December 29.

The Christmas Count tradition began in New England on Christmas Day, 1900, when 27 conservationists 
organized a bird count to protest the traditional, organized hunting competition known as a "holiday side hunt." 
The conservationists observed and counted the birds instead of shooting them, and the tradition soon caught on 
and spread. Now, thousands of participants across the country take to the fields and woods every holiday season 
to record wintering bird species. The data collected over the years has provided useful and interesting 
information on early winter distribution patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional fluctuations), and 
serves as a valid indicator of the overall health of the environment. Our local Christmas Count has been 
affiliated with the National Audubon Christmas count since 1923.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on Tuesday, December 29, 2009 at 7:15 p.
m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot participate in the count itself, you 
are invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments will be served, and many interesting sightings 
and amusing tales will be told.

Grab your binoculars and spotting scopes, and dress warmly! We always have a great time no matter what the 
weather. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Tackett at 439-3799. 
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Christmas Count Areas and Leaders

Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm, 
Dayton Airport

Ray Corder 833-4177

 

Carriage Hill MetroPark

Mike Coogan 438-5688

Charleston Falls Reserve

Sue Tackett 439-3799

Cricket Holler

Jim Williams 342-9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 

Miami River North, Wolf Creek

Dick Balk 886-0092

 

Eastwood Lake, Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River

Dave Nolin 432-0266

Englewood MetroPark

(Contact Sue Tackett, 439-3799)

Hill and Dales Park, Old River, 
Carillon Park, Calvary 

Cemetery, Miami River South

Daryl Michael 687-1480

 

Taylorsville MetroPark

Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery

Jim and Annette Arnold 862-4437

Wright State University, Hilltop 
Gravel Pit

Ken and Gretchen Beers, 767-
1457

 

Wright-Patterson AFB

Charlotte Mathena 433-2167

Calendar
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Sundays, December 6 and January 3, 10:00 a.m. 
Field Trips: Eastwood Lake/Huffman Reserve 
The weather is the key factor for this series of field trips. We will look for waterfowl on Eastwood 
Lake (and actually hope for cold and rainy instead of warm and balmy; bad for the birders but great 
for the ducks!). We will then head up Route 4 to Huffman Reserve, which often has open water when 
other areas are frozen. Meet leader Jennifer Monahan (654-3301) at Eastwood Lake in the first main 
parking lot, off of Harshman Road east of Route 4.

Tuesday, December 8, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Sunday, December 27 
86th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Tuesday, December 29, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. Please see the article above.

Tuesday, January 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, January 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program/Meeting 
This meeting has been cancelled.

Tuesday, February 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, February 17, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program/Meeting 
This meeting has been cancelled.

Be sure to check the website or the Rare Bird Alert for possible field trip additions in January and 
February. 

DAS Member Wins
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One lucky Dayton Audubon Society member has received 50% off the land cost for our DAS-
sponsored Belize trip scheduled for March, 2010. Colleen Kammer of Miamisburg received an entry 
in the drawing when she attended a DAS general meeting in June. She was in attendance at the 
November 18 meeting when her name was drawn from over 100 entries by Nicole Conrad, 
Environmental Specialist and Intern Coordinator at Aullwood Audubon Center.

The names of two alternate winners were also drawn, to be used in the event that the winner cannot 
or does not wish to participate in the trip. 
Congratulations, Colleen! 

Congratulations to Western Cuyahoga Audubon

The 2009 Northeast Ohio Environmental Awards program honored the Western Cuyahoga Audubon 
Society for becoming one of the most active citizen-based environmental groups in northeastern 
Ohio. They expanded their activities from public education programs to biological surveys and the 
adoption of an Important Bird Area in the Rocky River watershed, for which they have completed 
their fourth year of data collection. In addition to these programs, they have also provided volunteer 
services to Cleveland Metroparks Department of Planning, Design, and Natural Resources, and have 
assisted in describing avian communities in three Cleveland Metroparks reservations. More at www.
wcasohio.org/ 

Famed Hog Island Reopens

The National Audubon Society will reopen its legendary Hog Island for four adult ornithology 
sessions and one teen bird studies session during the summer of 2010. Dr. Steve Kress, Audubon's VP 
for Bird Conservation will direct the sessions. He will be joined by some of the country's top 
ornithologists who will serve as instructors, including Kenn Kaufman, Pete Dunne, and Scott 
Weidensaul.

Additionally, said Dr. Kress, there will be two totally new sessions offered in association with Elder 
Hostel (now Exploritas) where participants will assist Project Puffin biologists to census gulls, eiders 
and cormorants at several nearby seabird nesting islands.

For more information on dates, sessions, costs, instructors, etc. visit www.projectpuffin.org. 

Close Encounters of the Bird Kind 
by Jared Merriman
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As birders, we often set goals in number of species or sightings, or in terms of specific species. We say 
we want to see one hundred species in twenty four hours (a typical birdathon goal) or that we want to 
see a Scrub Jay on our trip to Florida. Our goals reflect the game of birding; the friendly 
competitions we hold with friends, ourselves, and our life lists.

Another tendency we have as birders is to specify certain species as better than others. Certainly a 
Painted Bunting is more spectacular than a House Sparrow. We even go so far as to spend thousands 
of travel dollars to see the "most beautiful birds in the world", such as Resplendent Quetzals, Birds-
of-Paradise, and Lilac Breasted Rollers, when we have hundreds of species in our very own state. 
Most of us would trade a perfectly lit Red-Winged Blackbird sitting in the open for a glimpse of a 
back lit Flame-Colored Tanager one hundred yards away in a thick bush.

All these things are perfectly good, and I am just as guilty as anyone. However, if we make these 
tendencies our permanent fixations, we will never experience the world of birds to the full extent. If 
all of our goals are to see X number of species, or only certain species, then all we will gain are marks 
on a checklist and fond memories. In other words, we gain only fleeting knowledge of the appearance 
and in some cases the basic habits of our feathered friends.

As a change of pace, I suggest going out to your birdfeeder on a snowy morning and sitting down 
right next to it. You will scare away the birds at first, but hunger will soon bring them back. As the 
Cardinals, Juncos, Titmice, and Blue Jays return, you will be exposed to a completely different 
realm. You will become acutely aware of the torrent of wind and feathers flashing right by your ear. 
You will notice curious expression of a Chickadee when he first discovers the biped in his midst, and 
then the nonchalant manner in which he proceeds after noticing that you did not move. You will be 
unable to contain your chuckles at seeing the pomposity and businesslike manner with which Juncos 
forage for food. And if you are lucky, you will witness the grandeur of the regal authority a 
mockingbird believes he has over all other species as he sits perched above the rest, observing the 
avian activity below him.

So this winter, wake up early, bundle up, and have a close encounter... of the bird kind.

Jared Merriman is a current recipient of a Dayton Audubon Society Dively Scholarship. 

12th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count 
Count for the Birds in America's Great Backyard, 

Feb 12-15, 2010
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* No fee or registration required 
* All ages and skill levels welcome 
* Track results in real time online 
* Count in your backyard, balcony, schoolyard, park, wildlife refuge 
* Be a part of the network

Sponsored by National Audubon and Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Join with thousand of 
others to find out how many birds are being seen in your area and across the continent this winter. 
By participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, you help document where birds are, and track 
changes in their numbers compared to previous years, helping scientists paint a picture of the state of 
birds this winter.

For more information, or to get started, go to http://www.birdcount.org. 

DAS Scholarships and Grants

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that commitment 
by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in our community. 
Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help 
us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the 
coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, 
such as environmental law, are possible. 
Applications will be accepted from January 1-March 15, 2010, for the 2010-
2011 school year.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2009/ywdjf0910.htm (6 of 9)1/1/11 9:59 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, 
and their habitats. 

What can you do?

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to be 
interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please write, call, 
or e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Jim Beckman at

Jim Beckman 
Projects and Memorials Chair 
3061 Clear Springs Road 
Spring Valley, Ohio 45370 
phone 937-862-4505, or 
e-mail DAS Projects/Memorials Chair(oz1221@sbcglobal.net) 

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398 
or e-mail us at audubon@dayton.net 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you wish the 
Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Mike Coogan, or any of 
the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of time, 
with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Cindy and Jim 
Beckman, 937-862-4505, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45414-5398. 
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Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, and 
an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in order 
for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-
mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-5086 
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