
c:/audubon/warbler.htm

Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

March 2008

Volume 71  - No. 1 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

  

Photo by Jim Simpson 

Calendar

Please see the Field Trip Schedule for more Spring Field Trip details.

Wednesday, March 5; Thursday March 6 and 13; and Friday, March 14; 6:30 p.m. 
Woodcock Walks at Aullwood

Tuesday, March 11, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Sunday, March 16, 9:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
Contact Nancy Nerny, 278-4022, for details.

Wednesday, March 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Please check our website, www.dayton.net/audubon/, or the Rare Bird Alert hotline, 
937-640-2473, for details.

Thursday, March 27, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. and Saturday, March 29, 6:30 a.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Aullwood Wild Wonderful Waterfowl Workshop and Field Trip 
Explore the fascinating world of Ohio's loons, grebes, swans, geese, ducks and other 
fascinating waterbirds. The Thursday presentation will introduce participants to 
classification, field identification and vocalization, natural history, legend and lore, 
migration patterns, reference materials and other interesting information about this 
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unique group of birds. The Saturday water- fowling field trip will take participants 
to Lake Erie and other areas in northern Ohio to observe these remarkable birds. 
This is part of Aullwood's Center for Lifelong Learning courses; for fees and other 
details, call Larry Brown or Tom Hissong at (937) 890-7360.

Aullwood Interns

Aullwood Audubon Intern Program Director Nicole Conrad, along with naturalist 
interns Liz Kautz of Enola, Pennsylvania; Becca Washburn of Newark, Ohio; 
Michael Landeche of Troy, Ohio and farm intern Aubury Longenecker of Arcanum, 
Ohio were guest speakers at the February 20, 2008 meeting of the Dayton Audubon 
Society. Each intern gave a presentation of their duties at Aullwood along with their 
life goals and dreams.

For many years, Dayton Audubon has helped sponsor the intern program by 
annually providing a small stipend to each of that year's interns, to help offset living 
expenses. After the presentation, Dayton Audubon Society president Michael Coogan 
presented Nicole Conrad with a check for $700.

Following the meeting the group enjoyed a special treat of ice cream in bag, using 
supplies which the interns brought with them. Pictured are members of DAS, along 
with the interns, as they prepare to make their individual servings of ice cream in a 
bag.

Our next DAS program will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue on March 19, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings are held 
in the main auditorium; you can enter through the front doors and elevator or stairs. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their friends. Refreshments will be 
served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so you 
won't forget! 

Christmas Bird Count Results
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The 83rd annual Dayton Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count, held December 30, 
2007, was quite successful, especially compared to last year's sub-par numbers. Our 
participants recorded 68 species, including record numbers of Canada Geese (4,103) 
and Peregrine Falcons (2), plus higher-than-usual numbers of Mallards and Ruddy 
Ducks, and a Long-eared Owl was once again spotted at Carriage Hill MetroPark. 
However, we recorded disappointingly low numbers of Golden-crowned Kinglets and 
Eastern Bluebirds.

We thank the Dayton Daily News for their usual excellent coverage of the DAS 
Christmas Count, and thanks also go out to this year's participants, especially Count 
Compiler Sue Tackett. 

Pied-billed Grebe------------9
Horned Grebe-----------------3
Great Blue Heron------------68
Canada Goose-------------4,103
Mute Swan--------------------2
Gadwall----------------------1
American Black Duck---------13
Mallard------------------1,486
Northern Pintail-------------1
Ring-necked Duck-------------4
Lesser Scaup-----------------2
Hooded Merganser------------88
Common Merganser-------------4
Ruddy Duck-------------------6
Northern Harrier-------------5
Sharp-shinned Hawk-----------1
Cooper's Hawk---------------10
Red-tailed Hawk-------------37
American Kestrel-------------9
Merlin-----------------------1
Peregrine Falcon-------------2
American Coot---------------13
Ring-billed Gull-----------793
Rock Dove------------------395
Mourning Dove--------------708
Eastern Screech Owl----------2
Great Horned Owl-------------2
Barred Owl-------------------3
Long-eared Owl---------------1
Belted Kingfisher-----------16
Red-bellied Woodpecker------66

Northern Flicker----------------15
Pileated Woodpecker-------------12
Blue Jay------------------------47
American Crow------------------154
Carolina Chickadee-------------406
Tufted Titmouse-----------------87
Red-breasted Nuthatch------------4
White-breasted Nuthatch---------79
Brown Creeper-------------------12
Carolina Wren-------------------48
Winter Wren----------------------2
Golden-crowned Kinglet-----------3
Ruby-crowned Kinglet-------------1
Eastern Bluebird-----------------8
American Robin-----------------658
Northern Mockingbird-------------4
European Starling-----------10,839
Yellow-rumped Warbler-----------19
Eastern Towhee-------------------7
American Tree Sparrow----------183
Field Sparrow--------------------1
Fox Sparrow----------------------1
Song Sparrow-------------------108
Swamp Sparrow--------------------1
White-throated Sparrow---------384
White-crowned Sparrow------------2
Dark-eyed Junco----------------185
Northern Cardinal--------------341
Red-winged Blackbird-------------1
Common Grackle------------------11
Brown-headed Cowbird-------------1
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-----5
Downy Woodpecker-----------171
Hairy Woodpecker------------13

House Finch---------------------84
American Goldfinch-------------140
House Sparrow------------------245

Birdathon Coming Soon!

A springtime tradition and one of our most popular annual events!! Put it on your 
calendar NOW: Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon will take place from 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 25, until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 26. Teams of DAS birders will be 
counting bird species in a 24-hour period, all to raise funds for important local 
environmental work. Again this year, the money we collect will be divided between 
Aullwood and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. Both organizations are 
dedicated to the education of children and the preservation of natural habitat right 
here in the greater Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now; if you would like to participate, to make a pledge, or to 
help raise pledges from your friends, neighbors, and coworkers, call Judy Whitaker 
at 293-1914 for more information. This year, as a bonus incentive, a $20 or more 
pledge to Birdathon will earn the donor a one-year membership to National Audubon/
Dayton Audubon.

Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Call today! (More details about 
Birdathon will be in your next Yellow Warbler.) 

Gems of Greater Dayton

Dayton's newest book has arrived at the Aullwood Nature Store! Gems of the Greater 
Dayton Region, a book about "special places reflecting the Miami Valley's unique 
natural and cultural identity," includes the Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm. 
Authors Brian Hackett and Dane Mutter present an exciting written tour of our area, 
while over 100 beautiful photographs visually take us to places such as Patterson 
Memorial, Beaver Creek Wetlands, and the Miami-Erie Canal.

Gems of the Greater Dayton Region, partially underwritten by Dayton Audubon 
Society, is available for sale in the Aullwood Nature Store for $35.95. 
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Columbus Audubon Eco-Weekend

Columbus Audubon Society's annual outdoor learning adventure, Eco Weekend, is a 
nature retreat for singles, families, young and old from age 4 up. Held at Camp Oty' 
Okwa near Conkles Hollow in beautiful Hocking Hills (Southeast Ohio) on the first 
weekend in May, Eco-Weekend offers an affordable and enjoyable weekend learning 
about nature from experienced instructors who share their expertise, enthusiasm and 
knowledge of our nature world.

Programs include instruction and excursions on subjects that range from wild 
flowers to wild animals, backyards to backwoods, creatures to crafts, water sports to 
winged flight, trees to telescopes, and much more!

Pre-registration is necessary. You can download a brochure from the website, or call 
Roz Horn, Chair of the Eco-Weekend Committee, at 614-262-0312. 

Eagles Aplenty in Ohio This Winter

Observers counted 649 birds during the recent Mid-Winter Bald Eagle Survey - the 
highest number ever recorded during the event. The previous record count for bald 
eagles during this survey was 554 in 2006.

In 2007, 194 eaglets fledged from 116 nests in Ohio. Bald eagles were observed in 70 
of Ohio's 88 counties during this year's survey, conducted January 2-15. Sandusky, 
Ottawa, Erie, Trumbull and Wyandot counties, along the western Lake Erie shore, 
continued to report the largest number. Sandusky County had the greatest number 
of sightings with 76 reports.

Good concentrations of Bald Eagles were also sighted around the mouth of the 
Sandusky River, and along the Kokosing, Mohican, Scioto, Grand and Muskingum 
rivers. The southern-most locations in the state to report sightings were in Brown, 
Clermont, Scioto and Hamilton counties along the Ohio River.

State wildlife officials and volunteers conduct the mid-winter survey each January as 
part of a national effort coordinated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
survey documents trends in wintering populations of eagles in the lower 48 states, 
including both Bald and Golden Eagles.
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For details, visit www.dnr.state.oh.us/wildlife. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
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undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You 
can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Audubon In The Classroom
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As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing 
its 22nd season of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education 
publication for 4th, 5th, or 6th grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures 
helps teachers make learning about science and nature part of students' everyday 
lives, integrating reading with science and other core disciplines.

More educators than ever are using Audubon Adventures to bring environmental 
education into their classrooms, and research shows that incorporating the 
environment into the curriculum supports improved learning, test scores and 
community service.

According to a 2000 report issued by the National Environmental Education and 
Training Foundation, in which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental 
education as the central focus of their academic programs, the results of including 
environmental education in the classroom were striking - reading and mathematics 
scores improved, students performed better in science and social studies, they 
developed the ability to transfer their knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar 
contexts, they learned to "do science" rather than just "learn about science," and 
classroom discipline problems declined.

This year, Audubon Adventures is focusing on four compelling topics: Home is 
Where the Nest Is, The Buzz about Native Bees, Bats: Mammals on the Wing, and 
Wild About Birds, featuring The Legacy of John James Audubon. Audubon invites 
elementary school teachers around the country to engage students' curiosity about 
the natural world by bringing science to life in the classroom with Audubon 
Adventures. Each issue is full of facts, activities, and action tips that connect nature 
with science, reading, and art, and also inspire and empower kids to care for nature 
in their daily lives.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you 
know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or 
you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The 
cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a 
class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Environmental Legacy
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A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike 
Coogan at 937-438-5688, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 
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2008 BIRDATHON

It's April: Spring is really taking off, the baseball season has begun, and Dayton Audubon 
is geared up for our annual Birdathon. One of our most popular and important events, 
Birdathon raises thousands of dollars annually for local environmental programs and 
projects, including Aullwood Audubon Center and the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association. The greatest benefit, of course, is the fun for Birdathon participants. Join us 
this month as we spend 24 hours counting as many different bird species as we can see or 
hear; at this time of year, you might spot up to 100 different species just in this area! 
Donations are raised through pledges gathered by the participants - typically a per-species 
amount, but fixed amounts are also welcome.

This year's Birdathon will be held from 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 25th to 5:00 p.m., 
Saturday, April 26th. ALL chapter members are welcome to support this important effort! 
You can participate in several ways:

●     Collect pledges and/or donations, and send them to the Birdathon 
chairperson, Judy Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton Ohio, 45414-5398. Make checks payable to 
Dayton Audubon Society. You can also pledge to one of the teams listed 
below. 

●     Participate in the count: You are welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; 
improve your birding skilla and raise money for two very worthy 
environmental organizations that are right here in our area. 

●     Bring your pledges and/or donations to Patty's Shelter at Englewood 
MetroPark at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, April 26th for refreshments and the 
big tally! Hear about those great sightings!
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Again this year, non-Audubon members who contribute $20 or more will receive a membership to the 
National Audubon Society and Dayton Audubon. As a special prize, the team that brings in the 
largest amount of pledges will receive a copy of "Gems of the Greater Dayton Region", a just-
published book co-authored by Brian Hackett and Dane Mutter, with photographs by Allan Horvath.

For more details, how to enter your own team (it's very easy), or other Birdathon questions, call Judy 
Whitaker at 293-1914. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team(s) checked below.

_____Old Birders: Charlotte Mathena, Sue Tackett, Jim Hill, John Howard 
_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan 
_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson, Mike Zimmerman 
_____Solitary Sandpipers: Mike Coogan, Mark Dillon 
_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands 
_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve 
_____Wandering Warblers: Cindy Beckman et al

Instead of a per species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's Birdathon.

Name___________________________________________Phone___________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State,Zip____________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar

Please see the Field Trip Schedule for Spring Field Trip details.

Note: No DAS Meeting/Program in April.

Tuesday, April 8, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Friday-Saturday, April 25-26 
DAS Birdathon 
Please see above for details.

Tuesday, May 13, 7:20 p.m. DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr. 
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If You Like Warblers, Vireos, and Tanagers...

Have you ever seen a brightly colored yellow warbler darting from branch to branch, a 
brilliant male scarlet tanager, or a flaming orange and black Baltimore oriole? Do you 
know what you are hearing when you enter a woods full of bird sounds? If you answered 
no to both of these questions, then you will be interested in an upcoming series of 
Beginning/Intermediate classes and field trips offered by Aullwood and Instructor Tom 
Hissong.

Experience the wonder of spring by watching and learning about the truly remarkable 
Neotropical migrants that pass through our area. Topics covered in this four-session class 
include: basic bird biology, classification, migration, vocalization, nesting, ecology, natural 
history, conservation, and much more. Learn the skills necessary for the field identification 
of these brightly colored birds by sight and sound. Binoculars and a field guide are 
required.

The four classes are offered from 3:00 to 5:30 p.m., and again from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. on 
April 15, 22, and 29, and May 6. Related weekend field trips are scheduled as follows:

April 19 - Spring Valley Wildlife Area - 7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

May 3-4 - Tar Hollow State Park/ Forest - 8:00 a.m. Saturday and to 12:00 p.m. on Sunday

May 10-11 - Magee Marsh/Ottawa NWR - 8:00 a.m. Saturday and to 12:00 p.m. on Sunday.

Transportation and lodging for field trips is at participant's expense.

To register, call Aullwood at 937-890-7360. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you 
wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Mike Coogan, 
or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A simple 
commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 
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DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in 
our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. 
Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the 
Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of 
Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they 
are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic 
elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters 
ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through 
the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of 
DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the 
Dively Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate 
students reach academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are 
not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established 
in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the 
program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary 
classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to 
be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or 
receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 
937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to 
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Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Audubon In The Classroom

As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing its 22nd 
season of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education publication for 4th, 
5th, or 6th grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures helps teachers make 
learning about science and nature part of students' everyday lives, integrating reading with 
science and other core disciplines.

More educators than ever are using Audubon Adventures to bring environmental 
education into their classrooms, and research shows that incorporating the environment 
into the curriculum supports improved learning, test scores and community service.

According to a 2000 report issued by the National Environmental Education and Training 
Foundation, in which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental education as the 
central focus of their academic programs, the results of including environmental education 
in the classroom were striking - reading and mathematics scores improved, students 
performed better in science and social studies, they developed the ability to transfer their 
knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar contexts, they learned to "do science" rather than 
just "learn about science," and classroom discipline problems declined.

This year, Audubon Adventures is focusing on four compelling topics: Home is Where the 
Nest Is, The Buzz about Native Bees, Bats: Mammals on the Wing, and Wild About Birds, 
featuring The Legacy of John James Audubon. Audubon invites elementary school 
teachers around the country to engage students' curiosity about the natural world by 
bringing science to life in the classroom with Audubon Adventures. Each issue is full of 
facts, activities, and action tips that connect nature with science, reading, and art, and also 
inspire and empower kids to care for nature in their daily lives.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know of a 
classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to 
sponsor a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 
students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 
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Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological concerns 
and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a 
specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other 
bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom 
Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural 
sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the 
membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to 
help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your involvement will be 
welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler 
Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike Coogan at 937-438-
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5688, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. 
There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the 

Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton 
Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-5086 
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Photo by Jim Simpson 

DAS Annual Meeting

Dayton Audubon's 2008 Annual Meeting will take place on Wednesday, June 18 at 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.
m.. Officers and Directors will offer reports of the past year's activities, and what is 
planned for the future. We will also elect Officers and Directors for the coming year: 

Elections

The Nominating Committee has recommended the following candidates:

President: Jennifer Monahan 
Vice President: Barbara Keegan 
Recording Secretary: Betty Leve 
Treasurer: Karen Balk 
Directors - term expires 2011: 
      Mike Boyd 
      Cindy Beckman 
      Jim Beckman 
Director - term expires 2009 (filling a vacancy): 
      Lee Hall 
Director - term expires 2010 (filling two vacancies): 
      Diane Striefthau 
      Bob Striefthau

Nominations from the floor will also be accepted. 
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Program

The highlight of our 2008 annual meeting will be a program presented by Sarah 
Hippensteel, Program Development Specialist for the Miami Conservancy District, 
entitled "Questions About Water Quality?? - Ask a Bug!"

Sarah's main focus at the Conservancy District is developing new programs. She 
coordinates and interacts with community members, federal, state, and local 
agencies, businesses, and agricultural producers throughout the Great Miami River 
Watershed - a fifteen county region in Southwest Ohio. Using effective partnerships 
she has successfully raised nearly $8 million dollars to use on water quality 
improvements in the watershed in just 3 years.

This will be a casual, pleasant evening, and a good opportunity to meet other 
members and share some light refreshments. We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn 
- entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. Parking is free. Please join 
us! 

Wildbird's "Birder of the Year"

Cindy Beckman of Spring Valley, a retired teacher and DAS member, was named 
"Birder of the Year" for 2007 by Wildbirds Magazine. WildBird is a magazine 
dedicated to information about North American birds and birding in the Western 
Hemisphere. They support beginner education and habitat conservation by 
sponsoring award-winning teams in The Great Texas Birding Classic and The World 
Series of Birding. Candidates for the annual award are chosen from magazine forum 
contributers, and the winner is chosen by a poll of Wildbird readers.

Cindy is well-known to Dayton Audubon members as an outstanding outdoor 
educator, and has brought a team of Xenia Elementary and Middle School students 
to our annual Birdathon for over 10 years, raising hundreds of dollars for 
conservation and environmental education programs.

Congratulations, Cindy, on a well-deserved award!

To read the Wildbird article about the award, visit their website at www.
wildbirdmagazine.com. 
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Aullwood's 52nd Breeding Bird Census.

Aullwood will hold their annual breeding bird census on June 15, beginning at 6:30 a.
m. Breeding birds will be in full swing by then, and song should abound early in the 
morning. If you would like to participate, meet at the Aullwood Audubon Center: 
Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) and turn south on 
Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam; go 1/2 mile to the nature 
center on the left.

For more details, call 890-7360. 

Grassland Birds Workshop at Voice of America IBA on June 14 
by Audubon Ohio Director of Habitat Conservation 

John Ritzenthaler

On Saturday, June 14, The Conservation Partnership for the VOA Grasslands will 
present a workshop focusing on the grasslands and grassland birds of southwest 
Ohio. The workshop is sponsored by Audubon Ohio and MetroParks of Butler 
County with funding from the Dornette Foundation of Cincinnati.

Speakers include Jon Granville, Executive Director of Metroparks of Butler County; 
Dr. Danny Ingold of Muskingum College; David Nolin, Director of Conservation with 
Five Rivers Metroparks; Dr. Joseph Robb, Refuge Manager at Big Oaks National 
Wildlife Refuge; Paul Wharton, an American Kestrel enthusiast; and Jeff Brown of 
the Conservation Partnership for the VOA grasslands . Members of the Cincinnati 
Bird Club will lead a field trip to observe Bobolinks, Henslow's Sparrows, and other 
grassland birds at the Voice of America grasslands.

The workshop kicks off with refreshments and the VOA field trip at 7:30 a.m. For 
those not able to make the morning field trip, we will reconvene at 9:30 a.m. for the 
presentations. The presentations end at 2:15 p.m. to be followed by an optional 
afternoon field trip.

The workshop will be held at the Voice of America Park Lodge, a MetroPark of 
Butler County, 7850 VOA Park Drive, West Chester Township, Ohio. The VOA is 
approximately 20 miles north of Cincinnati at Exit 22 on I-75.
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Registration, refreshments, lunch, and a workshop folder are all included in the 
workshop registration fee of $10. The registration is due by June 10. Please make 
checks payable to Audubon Ohio at 692 N. High St., Suite 303, Columbus, OH 43215. 
Call 614-224-3303 for further information. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
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through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You 
can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy
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A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike 
Coogan at 937-438-5688, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 
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Photo by Jim Simpson 

Monarch Miracle

September's DAS program will feature a look at the fantastic migration of Monarch 
Butterflies, which fly south every winter from all over North America to congregate 
in incredible numbers at a relatively small location in Central México. Longtime DAS 
stalwart Lee Hall will present slide photos that he and others have taken of this 
amazing natural phenomenon. September is the height of the Monarch migration, so 
drop in to learn more about these hardy travelers.

This is a great opportunity to escape the September heat (!) and back-to-school blues 
- come out for an evening of easy friendship and a few laughs. We'll provide some 
light refreshments.

As always, the program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is 
via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited 
to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. 

Calendar
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The following is a list of this month's activities. Please see the Field Trip Schedule for 
detailed descriptions of field trips in September and beyond.

Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Saturday, September 13, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark.

Wednesday, September 17, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Featuring Members' Show and Tell. Please see above for details.

Thursdays, September 18 and 25, 8 to 9:30 a.m. 
Morning Discovery Walks for Adults at Aullwood. 
A walk along Aullwood's beautiful trails will certainly reveal many new and exciting 
discoveries. Tom Hissong, Aullwood's Education Coordinator, is the naturalist guide. 
The group will experience the wonderful seasonal changes taking place at Aullwood. 
Bring binoculars! (See directions to the center on the Field Trip Schedule.)

Saturday, September 20, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Carriage Hill MetroPark.

Sunday, September 21, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

Saturday, September 27, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

Sunday, September 28, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark.

Saturday/Sunday, September 27/28, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Apple Fest at Aullwood Farm. 
What could be more enjoyable that spending a beautiful autumn day at Aullwood's 
Apple Fest. Delicious food, children's activities, musical entertainment, unique crafts, 
wagon rides, and farm animals make Apple Fest the perfect family activity. 
Admission is $4/adult and $3/child. Friends of Aullwood members are free with 
membership card. 9101 Frederick Pike 890-7360).
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MEET, LEARN, GET ACTIVE, HAVE FUN

Audubon Ohio State Assembly
October 18-19, 2008

Audubon Ohio invites you to its third biennial State Assembly on October 18 and 19 
in lovely Bellville, Ohio. This year's Assembly will feature nationally prominent 
speakers, engaging workshops, enjoyable outings, and best of all, the opportunity to 
mingle with your fellow birders and activists of all ages in the Mohican Hills during 
the peak of fall color.

The Assembly will run from 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 18, with 
optional outings offered on Sunday morning, October 19. Keynote addresses will be 
presented by Dr. Lonnie Thompson, a noted climate researcher and winner of the 
2007 National Medal of Science, and Ted Eubanks, a nationally-recognized expert on 
how to turn enthusiasm for birds and wildlife into conservation action.

The Assembly will feature three tracks of concurrent 90-minute workshops, with 
three workshops in each track. One track will focus on protection of Important Bird 
Areas; one on hands-on restoration; and one on engaging young people to be 
conservation leaders today and in the future. One of our featured workshop 
presenters in the last track is Sharon Stiteler, the "Bird Chick" from Minnesota 
(www.birdchick.com).

On Sunday morning we will offer optional outings to nearby birding hotspots, 
including the Ohio Bird Sanctuary just 20 minutes away near Mansfield.

The Assembly will be held at the Quality Inn and Suites, offering special room rates 
for the Assembly, and conveniently located at the Bellville Exit (Exit 165) on I-71. 
Lunch and dinner will be held across the street at the Dutch Heritage Restaurant. 
Rooms are also available nearby at the Comfort Inn, which features an indoor water 
park for families with younger children.

Registration for the Assembly will open on August 18. The 2006 Assembly drew 200 
participants, and this year's version will be just as popular. More information about 
the Assembly and how to register for it will be available through the Audubon Ohio 
website, www.audubonohio.org. If you would like to ensure receipt of registration 
materials, call Audubon Ohio at 614-224-3303, or send us an e-mail message at 
Ohio@Audubon.org. 
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Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
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conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You 
can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 
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Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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Photo by Jim Simpson 

Monarch Miracle

Due to the disruptions caused by Hurricane Ike's surprise visit to Ohio, September's 
DAS meeting had to be canceled. However, we only postponed our planned program 
on the fantastic migration of Monarch Butterflies, and we will bring Lee Hall back to 
our October 15 meeting.

The Monarchs fly south every winter from all over North America to congregate in 
incredible numbers at a relatively small location in Central México. Lee will present 
slide photos that he and others have taken of this amazing natural phenomenon, so 
drop in to learn more about these hardy travelers.

The program for our November 19 DAS meeting has not yet been finalized, but you 
can stay up-to-date through our website, www.dayton.net/audubon/, or via our 
Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert phone number, 937-640-2473 (640-BIRD).

Come out for an evening of easy friendship and a few laughs. We'll provide some 
light refreshments. As always, the program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 
1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower 
level; enter through the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited to 
attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. 

Study Weather at Aullwood
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Speaking of hurricanes, everyone should have a basic understanding of the weather. 
Spend your Wednesday evenings in October getting up to speed with a basic 
meteorology course at the Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

This course provides an overview of the science of meteorology, including how to 
observe weather phenomena, understand meteorological measurement techniques, 
construct simple weather maps and even try your hand at forecasting. Learn how to 
read what cloud changes can tell you about tomorrow's weather, and about the 
mechanisms involved in cloud formation and precipitation. The course will sum up 
with an examination of the controversy over human causality of global warming, and 
they've also invited a cloud photographer to dazzle you with stunning pictures. Join 
this fun course to learn more about the weather.

For more information or to register for this outing, contact Tom Hissong at Aullwood 
at 937-890-7360. 

Calendar

Saturday, October 4, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: The Narrows Nature Reserve, Beavercreek. 
You won't have to travel far to enjoy this trip to the 162-acre Narrows Reserve. Join leader 
James Tarkany (428-9636) as he walks the Little Miami River trail looking for fall migrants. Go 
east on Indian Ripple Road to the second park entrance (past the entrance to the nature center), 
near the intersection of Indian Ripple and Factory Road in Beavercreek; turn right into the 
parking lot.

Sunday, October 12, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
Sycamore State Park is close to home, just Northwest of Dayton in the city of Trotwood, and 
offers trails through meadows, woodlands, ponds, and creeks that provide great habitat for 
nesters and migrants. The huge sycamores lining the banks of Wolf Creek give the park its 
name. Take US35 west from Dayton about 6 miles to Snyder Road, then right (north) 3-1/2 
miles to Wolf Creek Pike, turn left and meet leader Todd Jergens (837-4302) in the parking lot a 
short distance down the road on the right side.

Tuesday, October 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, October 15, 7:00 p.m. 
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Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
"Monarch Miracle" with Lee Hall. See article above.

Saturday, October 19, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield has a number of habitats to explore, including a deep-
water lake, shallow inlets, beach, seasonal mudflats, patches of woods, and grasslands. Fall 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants are all possible in mid-October. Take I-
70 east to US 68, go north to SR 344, east to SR 4, south to Croft Road, east across the dam, to 
the state park entrance. Meet Dick Balk (886-0092) at the parking lot by the water north of the 
check-in station (north end of the beach.)

Sunday, November 2, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Lake. 
Located southeast of the metro Dayton area, Caesar Creek State Park has many different 
habitats available for birding, including (besides the lake itself) wetlands, fields, and woodlots. 
Over the years a long list of birds has been sighted here. If the weather has cooperated, there 
could still be some southbound passerine migrants around in addition to the numerous local 
avian residents. To get to Caesar Creek, go south on I-75 to SR 73, then east past Waynesville. 
Where the road widens to four lanes (just before crossing the lake), turn left and follow the 
signs to the beach. Meet John Shrader (436-3664) at the large beach parking lot.

Sunday, November 9, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Our popular, traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what will be 
seen on this trip: waterfowl, shorebirds, few early winter birds, Black Vultures, Turkeys, and/or 
Sandhill Cranes. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a picnic lunch with you, and bring a 
jacket in case the weather is brisk! This is the trip for great birds AND fellowship! Take SR 725 
west to Indiana 44 to Liberty, Indiana. Go south on Rt. 101 to the state park sign. Meet Lee and 
Polly Hall (434-4531) and Chuck Gardner at the park entrance. Don't forget your good luck 
"bear claw necklace"!

Tuesday, November 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, November 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
See article above.

Sundays, November 30, December 7, and January 4, 10:00 a.m. 
Field Trips: Eastwood Lake/Huffman Reserve 
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The weather is the key factor for this series of field trips. We will look for waterfowl on 
Eastwood Lake (and actually hope for cold and rainy instead of warm and balmy; bad for the 
birders but great for the ducks!). We will then head up Route 4 to Huffman Reserve, which 
often has open water when other areas are frozen. Meet leader Jennifer Monahan (654-3301) at 
Eastwood Lake in the first main parking lot, off of Harshman Road east of Route 4.

Sunday, December 28 
84th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Details in the next issue of The Yellow Warbler.

Assembly Registration Deadline Nears

Have you registered yet for the upcoming Audubon Ohio State Assembly? Chances are that 
someone you know has!

The Assembly will be held in lovely Bellville, Ohio on Saturday and Sunday, October 18 and 19 
from 10:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. on Saturday, with optional outings offered on Sunday morning. 
The Assembly will feature workshops, and keynote speeches by Dr. Lonnie Thomson of the 
Byrd Polar Research Institute and former National Audubon board member Ted Eubanks.

Did we mention the outings? There will be four outings on Sunday morning, including a tour of 
the Ohio Bird Sanctuary, a guided walk through Funk Bottoms, and walking and cycling tours 
near Bellville. You won't want to miss these free outings (donations will be gratefully accepted), 
but they are open only to Assembly registrants.

Registration ends on October 3. Space is limited, particularly on the outings. More information 
about the Assembly and how to register for it is available through the Audubon Ohio website, 
www.audubonohio.org. If you would like to ensure receipt of registration materials, call 
Audubon Ohio at 614-224-3303, or send us an e-mail message at Ohio@Audubon.org. 

Get Involved!
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Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
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The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You 
can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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Photo by Jim Simpson 

 

The Officers and Directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish you a joyful holiday 
season and a happy and prosperous new year. 

xmas 
tree  Christmas Bird Count 

xmas 
tree  

The 85th Dayton Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count will take place on Sunday, December 28, 2008. Local 
participants, in 12 teams, will attempt to identify and count all of the birds in 12 areas (see below) located within 
a 15-mile diameter area centered at the intersection of Needmore Road and Webster Street. Everyone is 
welcome to participate, so check the list of areas below to find the team you would like to join. Feeder watchers 
can also participate if the feeder is within the count area, and if the results are reported at or before the 
compilation meeting.

The Christmas Count tradition began in New England on Christmas Day, 1900, when 27 conservationists 
organized a bird count to protest the traditional, organized hunting competition known as the "holiday side 
hunt." Instead of shooting birds, the conservationists simply observed and counted them. The tradition caught 
on and spread, and now, every holiday season, thousands of participants across the country take to the fields and 
woods to record wintering bird species. The data collected over the years has provided useful and interesting 
information on early winter distribution patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional fluctuations), and 
serves as a valid indicator of the overall health of the environment. Our local Christmas Count has been 
affiliated with the National Audubon Christmas count since 1923.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on Tuesday, December 30,, 2008 at 7:15 p.
m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot participate in the count itself, you 
are invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments will be served, and many interesting sightings 
and amusing tales will be told.

Grab your binoculars and spotting scopes, and dress warmly! We always have a great time no matter what the 
weather. If you have any questions, please contact Sue Tackett at 439-3799.

Christmas Count Areas and Leaders
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Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm, 
Dayton Airport

Ray Corder 833-4177

 

Carriage Hill MetroPark

Mike Coogan 438-5688

Charleston Falls Reserve

Sue Tackett 439-3799

Cricket Holler

Jim Williams 342-9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 

Miami River North, Wolf Creek

Dick Balk 886-0092

 

Eastwood Lake, Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River

Dave Nolin 432-0266

Englewood MetroPark

(Contact Sue Tackett, 439-3799)

Hill and Dales Park, Old River, 
Carillon Park, Calvary 

Cemetery, Miami River South

Daryl Michael 687-1480

 

Taylorsville MetroPark

Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery

Jim and Annette Arnold 862-4437

Wright State University, Hilltop 
Gravel Pit

Ken and Gretchen Beers, 767-
1457

 

Wright-Patterson AFB

Charlotte Mathena 433-2167

Calendar

Sundays, December 7, and January 4, 10:00 a.m. 
Field Trips: Eastwood Lake/Huffman Reserve 
The weather is the key factor for this series of field trips. We will look for waterfowl on Eastwood Lake (and 
actually hope for cold and rainy instead of warm and balmy; bad for the birders but great for the ducks!). We 
will then head up Route 4 to Huffman Reserve, which often has open water when other areas are frozen. Meet 
leader Jennifer Monahan (654-3301) at Eastwood Lake in the first main parking lot, off of Harshman Road east 
of Route 4.

Tuesday, December 9,7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.
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Sunday, December 28 
85th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
See article above.

Tuesday, December 30, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center 
See article above

Tuesday, January 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, January 21, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program/Meeting - Ecotourism 
Please see the article below.

Tuesday, February 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, February 18, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program/Meeting - Bahamas 
Please see the article below

Be sure to check our website, www.dayton.net/audubon, or the Rare Bird Alert number, 937-640-2473 for possible 
field trip additions in January and February 

Ecotourism

Our January 21, 2009 DAS meeting will feature Jared Merriman of the Ohio Young Birders Club, 
who will talk about ecotourism and its effect on the on the use natural resources here and in 
developing countries. Jared, age 17, was one of the presenters at the second Ohio Young Birders 
Club conference in October, and for someone so young, he's been around.The program promises to 
be a whirlwind tour throughout the Americas, emphasizing ecotourism and birding, and exploring 
how birders and our travels can be a positive influence on conservation. 

Bahamas: Birds, Babes, and Beaches
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The Bahama Islands lie just a short distance off the coast of Florida, and are famous for their "babes 
and beaches". But, did you know that the islands are home to a few endemic species of birds - 
including a swallow, hummingbird, and yellowthroat - found nowhere else on earth? There are also a 
number of unique subspecies found on the islands, including a parrot and a very rare Bahama 
Nuthatch. If the cold and dark of winter is getting to you, Join John and Karen Shrader for our 
February 18th, 2009 program as we explore our neighbors in the sunny Bahama Islands.

Both of the above programs will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings are held in the main auditorium: you can enter 
through the front doors and take the elevator or stairs down. Everyone is encouraged to attend and 
bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article 
on your 'fridge so you wont forget! 

Harpy Eagle Expedition

DAS members Jim and Cindy Beckman, two of our newest Directors, are organizing a birding 
expedition to Panama this winter, specifically to central Panama and the Darien (eastern Panama), 
from February 26 to March 8, 2009. The highlight of the trip will be a an extremely rare chance to 
see Harpy Eagles on their nest. The cost of the trip is $1,385 per person (8-person minimum), based 
on double occupancy. The price includes lodging, meals, an expert birding guide, and transportation 
within Panama. The price does NOT include international airfare from US to Panama.

This could be an exciting and rare birding event, and a great chance to get away to warmer climes at 
the end of winter. For more information, please contact Jim and Cindy at oz1221@sbcglobal.net or 
937-862-4505

Please note: This is NOT a DAS-sponsored event. 

Birding with Youth

Dayton Audubon Society is working to form a local chapter of the Ohio Young Birders Club. OYBC, 
under the leadership of Kim Kaufmann, has been very successful in offering birding opportunities to 
youth in northern Ohio, and several other states are now looking to Ohio for guidance in developing 
young birder organizations, as is the American Birding Association.

For more information about OYBC, see http://www.ohioyoungbirders.org/ about.htm. If you know 
anyone between the ages of 12 and 18 who might like to become involved in a community of young 
people with similar interests (birding, nature, conservation), please contact DAS board member 
Cindy Beckman at oz1221@sbcglobal.net or 937-862-4505. 

Greene County Parks Dept. to Offer Young Birder Activities
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Young birders in Greene County should watch for the Greene County Parks Department winter 
bulletin to get information about upcoming activities. Beginning in January, naturalists and 
volunteers will lead activities for young people interested in learning about and observing birds. 

11th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count

Count for the Birds in America's Great Backyard, Feb 13-16, 2009

* No fee or registration required 
* All ages and skill levels welcome 
* Track results in real time online 
* Count in your backyard, balcony, schoolyard, park, wildlife refuge 
* Be a part of the network 
* Sponsored by National Audubon and Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.

Join with thousand of others to find out how many birds are being seen in your area and across the 
continent this winter. By participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, you help document where 
birds are, and track changes in their numbers compared to previous years, helping scientists paint a 
picture of the state of birds this winter.

Participants in the 2009 count are also invited to upload their bird videos to YouTube; some will also 
be featured on the GBBC web site. For more information, or to get started, go to http://www.
birdsource.org/gbbc/ 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you wish the 
Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Mike Coogan, or any of 
the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of time, 
with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that commitment 
by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in our community. 
Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help 
us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the 
coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, 
such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, 
and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to be 
interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail 
him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy
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A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-
276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-
5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, and 
an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in order 
for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Comittee
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler

     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jennifer Monahan at 937-654-3301, or e-
mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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