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A SECOND BREEDING BIRD ATLAS FOR OHIO

It has been over 20 years since the completion of fieldwork on the first breeding bird 
atlas in Ohio and we are pleased to announce the start of the Ohio Breeding Bird 
Atlas II in spring 2006. Like Ohio's first atlas, this new project will offer volunteers 
an exciting way to learn about the breeding birds of Ohio while generating an 
immense amount of new information necessary for the effective conservation of birds 
in the state. By engaging Ohio's citizens in this cooperative effort, the Atlas will foster 
learning and interaction among bird enthusiasts of all experience levels and will 
heighten public awareness of birds in Ohio.

The Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II is a joint project of The Ohio State University, 
School of Environment and Natural Resources and the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources-Division of Wildlife. Project Directors for the atlas are Paul Rodewald 
(OSU) and Scott Hull (Division of Wildlife), and Aaron Boone (OSU) is the Project 
Coordinator. The Advisory Board for the Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II includes John 
Ritzenthaler (Audubon Ohio), Mark Shieldcastle (Black Swamp Bird Observatory), 
Ned Keller (Ohio Ornithological Society), Dan Brauning (Pennsylvania Game 
Commission), and John Castrale (Indiana Division of Fish and Wildlife). This large-
scale effort is made possible only though the assistance of hundreds of citizen 
volunteers, and other in-kind contributions from conservation groups, and federal, 
state, and local governmental agencies in Ohio. 

ATLAS GOALS
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Ohio contains an impressive amount of avian diversity and a primary goal of any 
atlas effort is to document this diversity. Using the help of Ohio's extensive birding 
community over the next five years (2006-2010), the Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II will:

* Document the current distribution of breeding birds in Ohio by surveying all 4584 
blocks in the           state. 
* Assess changes in the breeding distributions of birds over the last 20 years. 
* Provide new measures of abundance of breeding birds throughout Ohio. 
* Identify important areas that support high diversity or species of concern. 
* Collect statewide information on the distribution of species that are difficult to 
survey, such as             owls, nightjars, and wetland species. 
* Generate new information on the status of Ohio's rare, threatened, and endangered 
birds. 

WHAT'S NEW IN THE SECOND BREEDING BIRD ATLAS?

Although Ohio's second breeding bird atlas will be similar to our first atlas, there will 
be a number of exciting additions, due in part to available technologies. For 
observers that have access to the Internet, our atlas website address is: The Ohio 
Breeding Bird Atlas II. This website will provide you with atlas instructions and 
materials, and will keep you updated on new developments. Individuals that do not 
have easy access to the Internet will be updated through periodic newsletters or by 
contacting their regional coordinator or our offices (see contact information below). 
We are also working with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology who is developing an 
exciting web-based application for the atlas. This application will allow volunteers to 
register and sign up to survey atlas blocks online. In addition, volunteers will be able 
to enter their own atlas data and view up-to-the-minute results for breeding birds 
across the entire state! Although this feature will not likely be available until late 
spring 2006, examples of Cornell's web application that were produced for the 
Pennsylvania Breeding Bird Atlas are viewable on our website.

Unlike the first atlas, Ohio's second atlas will survey all 4584 atlas blocks in the state, 
instead of 1 in every 6 blocks (a standard topographic map contains 6 blocks). 
Surveying all blocks will allow us to more effectively survey rare and uncommon 
species, including those that are unevenly distributed across the state. This is an 
enormous task, but we believe the birdwatchers of Ohio will meet this challenge 
making Ohio's second atlas among the most comprehensive in the nation, and similar 
to second atlases in Maryland and Pennsylvania. It also means that there is plenty of 
opportunity for you to participate, whether you want to venture into more remote 
parts of the state, or simply survey in your own backyard! 
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YOUR PARTICIPATION IS NEEDED

The ultimate success of Ohio's next breeding bird atlas depends on the active 
participation of birders and outdoor enthusiasts from throughout the state. We 
already have collected names of numerous individuals interested in conducting 
fieldwork in 2006 and beyond. Every participant can make valuable contributions, 
and your efforts and dedication as an atlas volunteer will help to make this first field 
season a big success! Please spread the word about this important endeavor. If you 
know anyone who might be interested in contributing, please give them our website 
address or other contact information. We encourage all people with an interest in 
birds to sign up and participate in this project!

For more information and periodic updates on atlas developments, check our website 
which can be accessed by visiting The Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II. Please sign up 
now through our website to volunteer for the Atlas. If you do not have Internet access 
or would like further information, please get in touch with us by telephone or regular 
mail.

** Note that we are planning to make atlas blocks available for selection in late-
January or early-February, 2006 and that the start of atlasing will begin March 1, 
2006. We look forward to working with you over the next five years!!

SUE TACKETT, Dayton Audubon Society, 937-439-3799, tackettsue@aol.com.

PAUL RODEWALD AND AARON BOONE, The Ohio State University, School of 
Environment and Natural Resources, 2021 Coffey Road, Columbus, OH 43210. 
Phone: 614-247-6458; E-mail: rodewald.2@osu.edu or boone.70@osu.edu.

SCOTT HULL, Olentangy Wildlife Research Station, ODNR-Division of Wildlife, 
8589 Horseshoe Rd., Ashley, OH 43003. Phone: 740-747-2525 x23; E-mail: scott.
hull@dnr.state.oh.us 

Calendar
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Note: For details on the Field Trips listed below, as well as additional Field Trips 
scheduled for spring and early summer, please see the Field Trip Schedule.

Saturday, March 25, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

Sunday, March 26, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Cowan Lake State Park.

Saturday, April 1, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Grove Cemetery.

Sunday, April 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

Friday-Saturday, April 28-29, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see below for details. 

Christmas Bird Count Results

Warmer temperatures and rain were again the order of the day for the 81st annual 
DAS Christmas Bird count held this past New Year's Eve, but unlike last year, a low 
number of ducks contributed to somewhat below average results. The species count 
was only 63, but we had a record count of White-throated Sparrows, and we even 
recorded a first-time species, Glaucous Gull, seen by numerous people downtown 
over several days.

We thank the Dayton Daily News, particularly writer Dale Dempsey, for their usual 
excellent coverage of the Christmas Count.

Thanks and well-done to this year's participants, and especially to Count Compiler 
Sue Tackett. 
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Pied-billed Grebe...........4
Great Blue Heron...........43
Snow Goose..................1
Canada Goose............3,808
Wood Duck...................1
Gadwall.....................2
American Black Duck........39
Mallard...................811
Northern Shoveler...........3
Bufflehead..................3
Common Goldeneye............3
Hooded Merganser...........44
Northern Harrier............7
Sharp-shinned Hawk..........3
Cooper's Hawk...............7
Red-shouldered Hawk.........1
Red-tailed Hawk............46
American Kestrel...........17
Ring-necked Pheasant........4
American Coot...............4
Killdeer....................1
Common Snipe................1
Ring-billed Gull..........200
GLAUCOUS GULL...............1
Rock Dove.................183
Mourning Dove.............206
Great Horned Owl............4
Barred Owl..................5
Belted Kingfisher..........15
Red-bellied Woodpecker.....52
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker....2
Downy Woodpecker...........71
Hairy Woodpecker...........14

Northern Flicker...........21
Pileated Woodpecker.........9
Blue Jay...................50
American Crow..............81
Carolina Chickadee........296
Tufted Titmouse............84
Red-breasted Nuthatch.......5
White-breasted Nuthatch....77
Brown Creeper..............37
Carolina Wren..............50
Winter Wren.................2
Golden-crowned Kinglet.....44
Eastern Bluebird...........36
Hermit Thrush...............8
American Robin..........4,027
Northern Mockingbird........6
Brown Thrasher..............1
European Starling......11,230
Yellow-rumped Warbler......14
Eastern Towhee..............5
American Tree Sparrow......89
Field Sparrow..............17
Fox Sparrow.................1
Song Sparrow...............63
WHITE-THROATED SPARROW....363
Dark-eyed Junco...........185
Northern Cardinal.........247
Red-winged Blackbird........1
Common Grackle..............3

Brown-headed Cowbird.......11
House Finch...............169
American Goldfinch........158
House Sparrow.............298

Note: Common Merganser and Greater White-fronted Goose were also seen during 
Count Week, but not on Count Day. 

Birdathon Coming Soon!
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A springtime tradition, and one of our most popular annual events!! Put it on your 
calendar NOW: Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon will take place from 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 28, until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 29. Teams of DAS birders will be 
counting bird species in a 24-hour period, all to raise funds for important local 
environmental work. Again this year, the money we collect will be divided between 
Aullwood and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. Both organizations are 
dedicated to the education of children and the preservation of natural habitat right 
here in the greater Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now; if you would like to participate, to make a pledge, or to 
help raise pledges from your friends, neighbors, and coworkers, call Judy Whitaker 
at 293-1914 for more information. This year, as a bonus incentive, a $20 or more 
pledge to Birdathon will earn the donor a one-year membership to National Audubon/
Dayton Audubon.

Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Last year we were able to raise over 
$4,000 dollars for Aullwood and the BCWA; this year, we hope to do even better. 
Call today! More details will be in the next Yellow Warbler. 

Thanks

By Tom Schaefer, Past DAS President 
Back in the late 1970s, I was a junior high school English teacher working on a 
masters degree at Wright State University. It was that time in my life when I was up 
early every weekday morning, spending all day with kids, then finding the energy to 
sit in class until 9 p.m. a couple nights a week. Plus the reading and the papers. It was 
a busy time, to be sure, but it was full of energy, and with my two little girls at home, 
a time of warm grace in my life.

It was right about then that I heard from a science department colleague of a 
scholarship she had been granted the previous summer. The Dayton Audubon 
Society had underwritten her registration fee at the Audubon Ecology Camp in 
Maine. "Wow," I thought, "What an opportunity." So after talking things over with 
my wife, I decided to apply for the same grant for the upcoming summer. I was in the 
midst of a graduate workshop on Emily Dickinson at the time, and I wondered if the 
trip to Maine might serve as further muse for my teaching and learning. Little did I 
know how much all of this would change my life.

Here I am, twenty-five years plus later, having had the most amazing life full of a 
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variety of Audubon experiences. I did finish the masters degree, writing my final 
project on the origins of the Audubon Camp in Maine. Upon returning home, DAS 
president Ray Corder asked me to come to a membership meeting to share my 
summer experience. I did, and before I got out of the Aullwood auditorium that 
night, Ray asked if I'd consider serving on the DAS board of directors.I said yes, and 
then served for twenty years, twice as Dayton Audubon president.

One of the first projects I found myself asking the board to get involved in was the 
production of a local cable television show to be called 'Dayton Audubon Presents.' 
Continental Cable was new in the valley then, as was the concept of locally produced 
specialty programming, but the board okayed the project. We produced about 30 
fifteen minute programs for the series, and in the process I got to work with 
Aullwood naturalist extraordinaire Paul Knoop, whom I am proud to call friend to 
this day.

All of this to say, from the bottom of my heart, thank you to Dayton Audubon for the 
life experiences I doubt I ever would have known without the scholarship offered in 
1980. And thanks, too, to the current DAS board for selecting me as a Lifetime 
Audubon member. I am honored.

But most importantly, I want to invite you, the Dayton Audubon membership, to get 
involved in your chapter. Come out birding. Come to a meeting. Get involved in 
writing for the Yellow Warbler. Think up a good project for Audubon to do in 
Dayton and come to a board meeting. Get involved. I did. It changed my life. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the 
environment? Do you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for 
YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or 
someone you know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, 
please contact President Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board 
members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of 
time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 
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Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through 
education, and one of the best environmental education tools is National 
Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to 
participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers,
and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 
5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, 
please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of 
up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, 
shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals 
who can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone 
who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us 
find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
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Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers 
and other adults to attend National Audubon's summer 
ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and 
the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these 
days, they are still especially popular with teachers. If you 
know of a dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us 
know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally 
endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though 
we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach 
academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship 
recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other 
connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2006/ywmar06.htm (9 of 13)1/1/11 9:40 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or 
people you think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To 
recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom 
Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.
net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect 
on ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton 
area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after 
other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift 
planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to 
education, the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help 
and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in 
order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to 
help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon 
Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You 
can also call DAS President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail 
us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of 
the Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your 
newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 

Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the 
Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a 

meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim 

Arnold at 937-862-4437 

Previous Yellow Warblers

●     November 2004 
●     Dec 2004/Jan, Feb 

2005 
●     March 2005 

●     April 2005 
●     May 2005 
●     Jun, Jul, Aug 

2005 

●     September 2005 
●     Oct, Nov 2005 
●     Dec 2005/Jan, Feb 

2006 

[Top Page] [The Yellow Warbler] [Schedule of Events] [Field Trips] [Rare Bird 
Alert] [Hotlines] [Favorite Birding Sites] [Organization] [Dayton Bird List] 

[Scholarships and Grants] [Audubon Adventures] [Links] [Join Audubon] [The 
Butterfly Page] 
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Volume 69  - No. 2 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, 
OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

2006 Birdathon

Dayton Audubon Society's annual Birdathon is one of our most popular and important 
events, raising thousands of dollars annually. Again this year, the primary beneficiaries of 
this fund-raising drive will be Aullwood Audubon Center education programs and the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association; Birdathon participants, of course, are beneficiaries of 
the fun! Join us this month as we spend 24 hours counting as many different bird species as 
we can see or hear; at this time of year, you might spot up to 100 different species just in 
this area! Donations are raised through pledges gathered by the participants- typically a 
per-species amount, but fixed amounts are also welcome.

This year's Birdathon will be held from 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 28th to 5:00 p.m., 
Saturday, April 29th. Create your own team or join one of the existing teams. ALL chapter 
members are welcome to support this important effort! You can participate in several 
ways:

* Collect pledges and/or donations, and send them to the Birdathon chairperson, 
Judy Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton 
Ohio, 45414-5398. Make checks payable to Dayton Audubon Society. You can 
also pledge to one of the teams listed below.

* Participate in the count: You are welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; 
improve your birding skills and raise money for two very worthy environmental 
organizations that are right here in our area.

* Bring your pledges and/or donations to Patty's Shelter at Englewood 
MetroPark at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, April 29th for refreshments and the big tally! 
Hear about those great sightings!
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Again this year, non-Audubon members who contribute $20 or more will receive a membership to the 
National Audubon Society and Dayton Audubon. For details on this program, how to enter your own 
team (it's very easy), or other Birdathon questions, call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team(s) checked below.

_____Old Birders: Charlotte Mathena, Sue Tackett, Jim Hill, John Howard 
_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, Judy Whitaker 
_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson, Mike Zimmerman 
_____Solitary Sandpipers: Mike Coogan, Mark Dillon 
_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands 
_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve 
_____Tenacious Towhees: Xenia Central Middle School students

Instead of a per species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's Birdathon.

Name___________________________________________Phone___________________________ 
Address_________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State,Zip____________________________________________________________________ 

Calendar

Saturday, April 8, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
SVWA is an outstanding Miami Valley birding locale, and late March is very good for 
waterfowl headed north. Go south of the town of Spring Valley on US 42 along the Little 
Miami River. Turn left (east) on Roxanna-New Burlington Rd. Follow to Pence Jones Rd 
and take all the way to the end (past the trailer park) to meet leader Charlotte Mathena 
(433-2167) in the lower parking lot. Please bring your scope if you have one.

Sunday, April 9, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
Sycamore State Park is close to home, just Northwest of Dayton in the city of Trotwood, 
and offers trails through meadows, woodlands, ponds, and creeks that provide great 
habitat for nesters and migrants. The huge sycamores lining the banks of Wolf Creek give 
the park its name. Take US35 west from Dayton about 6 miles to Snyder Road, then right 
(north) 3-1/2 miles to Wolf Creek Pike, turn left and meet leader Todd Jergens (837-4302) 
in the parking lot a short distance down the road on the right side.

Wednesday, April 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.
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Saturday, April 15, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
The diverse habitat of this premier MetroPark can hold a wide variety of migrants and 
nesters, including Vireos, Warblers, and Orioles. From Dayton take I-75 north to I-70 west 
to the airport access road, exit at US40 and go west to the park entrance at the east side of 
the dam. Meet leader Barbara Keegan (435-0707). in the upper parking lot at the dam and 
US40.

Note: No DAS Meeting/Program this month.

Earth Day 
Saturday, April 22, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
A large area of upland woods, fields, and riparian habitat, Sugarcreek is often full of 
returning nesters and migrants by the middle of April. From I-675, south on Wilmington 
Pike (cross SR725), continue to Conference Road. Meet leader Jennifer Monahan (435-
0707) in the parking lot on Conference Road.

Earth Day 
Saturday, April 22, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Aullwood Native Plant Sale. 
At the Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pike. Call 890-7360 for details.

Earth Day 
Saturday, April 22, 2:30 p.m. 
Aullwood Earth Day Discovery Walk. 
At the Aullwood Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Call 890-7360 for details.

Earth Day 
Saturday, April 22, 7:30-9:00 p.m. 
Aullwood Farm Nightlife Walk. 
At the Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pke. Call 890-7360 for details.

Sunday, April 23, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
Earth Day weekend is a great time to visit the fields and woods at Aullwood, which will 
certainly be hopping with birds during spring migration. Join Aullwood naturalist Tom 
Hissong (890-7360) on this popular field trip in looking for the abundant spring bird life 
that abounds at Aullwood. Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) 
at Vandalia, turn south on Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam (between 
the Dayton International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on 
the left.

Friday-Saturday, April 28-29 
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DAS Birdathon. 
Please see above for details. 

Audubon, Other Conservationists Sue Federal Government to Save Songbird

Asheville, NC, March 17, 2005 - Five conservation groups representing almost one million 
members filed suit on February 28 against Interior Secretary Gale Norton and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service for ignoring their petition to add the Cerulean Warbler to the 
nation's list of threatened species. The groups filed their petition more than five years ago, 
and repeatedly have sought to compel the agency to follow the legal requirements for 
responding to such citizen petitions. In the intervening years, the rate of the bird's decline 
appears to have quickened, and threats to the bird's survival have worsened.

National Audubon Society, Defenders of Wildlife, Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, Western North Carolina Alliance and Heartwood filed suit in District Court in 
Washington D.C. They are among the 28 conservation groups from across the East that 
petitioned the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in 2000 to list the bird as threatened and 
designate critical habitat for its long-term survival.

The Cerulean Warbler population has dropped almost 82% throughout its U.S. range over 
the last 40 years, making it the fastest declining warbler in the country. In the U.S., the 
worst of the Cerulean's decline has been in the core of its range - 65% in the Ohio Hills in 
Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania and 80% in the Cumberland Plateau in Tennessee, 
Kentucky and West Virginia. The Cerulean would be the first warbler listed as threatened 
under the Act. Three other species of warbler found in the U.S. on the list - Bachman's, 
Kirtland's, and Golden-cheeked - are endangered.

To read the press release in its entirety, go to http://audubon.org/news/press_releases/
Cerulean_ Warbler_03_03_06.html. 

Audubon Ohio Urges Congress to Restore Great Lakes
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President Bush recommended cuts to many programs necessary to restore the Great Lakes 
on February 6 in his proposed federal budget. The Great Lakes are a resource that many 
Ohio and New York residents depend on for their economic health, recreational 
opportunities and quality of life.

"The President still talks the talk on Great Lakes protection, but his budget doesn't walk 
the walk," said Jerry Tinianow, Audubon Ohio's executive director. "Three million Ohio 
citizens depend on Lake Erie for drinking water and 350 species of birds depend on it for 
migration and nesting habitat. The President's budget suggests that their needs are 
declining. They are not. The longer we wait to restore the Great Lakes, the more expensive 
it becomes. Others must now step-up their leadership in this effort, specifically, Congress 
and our state."

Cuts in the President's proposed budget include: 

· $193 million to the national Clean Water State Revolving Fund, which assists 
communities in updating their sewer systems so that raw sewage does not 
contaminate lakes and beaches. 
· $1 million to the Great Lakes National Program Office, which administers 
grants to the region and is responsible for implementing the consensus-based 
Great Lakes Regional Collaboration plan; 
· $2 million to the Great Lakes Fishery Commission, which is responsible for 
controlling the Sea Lamprey, an invasive species that has decimated the region's 
fishery. 

Congress will consider funding levels for Great Lakes programs later this year. The release 
of the President's proposed budget comes shortly after his own presidential task force 
unveiled a historic plan to restore the Great Lakes. That plan, widely hailed by citizens, 
business leaders and elected officials, called for increased funding to stop sewage from 
contaminating lakes and beaches; restore wetlands for waterfowl, fish and wildlife; clean 
up the most polluted harbors in the region; and prevent aquatic invasive species like the 
Asian carp from entering the lakes and disrupting the fishery.

"We've made great strides in the last year to identify the restoration and clean up needs for 
the Great lakes, and the Bush Administration has led this charge. However, these drastic 
cuts in funding put the implementation of this plan in jeopardy," said David J. Miller, 
executive director of Audubon New York. The plan created will surely lead the Great 
Lakes states in a collaborative effort to restore 20 percent of the world's fresh water, and 
we now urge Congress to renew the commitment, and push for increased funding."

"As a nation, we know we must restore the Great Lakes and we know how to do it - and we 
have the overwhelming support of residents and local, state, and federal elected officials," 
said April Gromnicki, Audubon's Asst. Director of Government Relations in Washington, 
DC. "To ensure a sustainable future for our nation, we must invest in the restoration of our 
natural treasures. Congress must provide critical funding for Great Lakes restoration."
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For more information, go to www.audubon.org/ campaign/greatlakes/ 
great_lakes_audubon.html, www.audubon.org/states/oh/oh/documents/ GLMailerFinal.pdf 
or www.ny.audubon.org/news/ 060207.htm.

To read Audubon New York's testimony on the New York State budget, which includes the 
issue of the restoration of the Great Lakes, visit www.ny.audubon.org/budget.htm. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you 
wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Dick Balk, or 
any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A simple 
commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of 
the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures 
program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each 
covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, 
wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level 
(although it has been used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are 
fun as well as educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If 
you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or 
you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The 
cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class 
of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in 
our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. 
Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the 
Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of 
Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they 
are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic 
elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters 
ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the 
Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS 
member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively 
Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate students 
reach academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are 
not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established 
in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the 
program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary 
classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply 
for scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/
Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you 
consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder 
of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks 
of the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If 
you would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
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     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To 

find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose 
numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, 

come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on 
the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim Arnold at 937-862-

4437 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

May 2006

Volume 69  - No. 3 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

Calendar

Saturday, May 6, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Brukner Nature Center, Troy. 
Brukner offers 165 acres of nature preserve, with six miles of trails through a variety 
of terrain, including the Stillwater River, two ponds, and two boardwalks. Join 
Brukner Director Bob Brill (937-698-6493) to find some great spring migrants and 
early nesters. From Dayton, take I-75 north to exit 73; travel west on State Route 55 
for approximately 2.4 miles to Horseshoe Bend Road. Turn right, and the entrance is 
two miles on the right. Meet Bob in the main parking lot.

Sunday, May 7, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark. 
Germantown MetroPark is one of the area's most beautiful reserves; at this spring 
date, one can expect some of the later and more elusive migrants. Meet Mike Coogan 
(438-5688) at the Interpretive Center on Boomershine Road west of Germantown; 
turn north on Boomershine from SR 725 and watch for the signs.

Tuesday, May 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Saturday, May 13, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Twin Creek MetroPark. 
A wild and beautiful new MetroPark, Twin Creek offers an abundance of birds and 
plants. Come explore the well-marked trails at Twin Creek with Merle Carr (258-
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9576). From Dayton, take SR4 south past Germantown and the junction of SR123 to 
Eby Road. Turn left and meet in the parking lot on Eby Road.

Sunday, May 14, 8:00 a.m. 
Mother's Day Field Trip: Caesar Creek Gorge. 
Just below the dam at the southern end of Caesar Creek Lake, Caesar Creek Gorge 
State Nature Preserve features a 180-foot deep gorge with trails leading from the 
base of the dam to the Little Miami River two miles away. A great outing for Mom on 
Mother's Day! Take I-75 south to SR 73. East through Waynesville. After crossing 
US 42, go about 1 mile, then right on Clarksville Road. Follow 2-3 miles to park road 
on the right. Go down the hill into the Gorge to meet leader Dick Balk (886-0092) in 
the parking lot below the dam.

Saturday, May 20. 
Germantown MetroPark Amazing Birds Festival. 
See article below.

Saturday, June 3, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Clear Creek Valley. 
Clear Creek Valley is one of the most pristine and secluded natural areas in Central 
Ohio. Variations or land surfaces, soils and climates have produced a medley of 
habitats that harbor more than 800 plant species and 150 species of birds, many of 
which are quite rare. From I-270, take US 33 east toward Lancaster about 31 miles. 
From Lancaster, continue on US 33 south about seven miles to Clear Creek Road 
(State Route 116). Turn right on Clear Creek Road. For the exact meeting location, 
contact leaders David True (305-8987) or Jennifer Monahan (435-0707), visit www.
dayton.net/Audubon, or call the Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert 937-640-BIRD 
(2473).

Sunday, June 4, 6:30 a.m. 
Aullwood's 50th Breeding Bird Census. 
Leaders: Aullwood Staff (890-7360). Meet at the Nature Center: Take US 40 west 
from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) and turn south on Aullwood Road at 
the east end of the Englewood Dam; go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left. 

Wednesday, June 21, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Annual Meeting. 
Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. Includes election of officers for 
2006-2007. More details will be in the next Yellow Warbler.

Please note: DAS will not have a meeting/program this month (May 2006). 
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Germantown MetroPark Amazing Birds Festival

Come to a celebration of birds on Saturday, May 20, from noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Germantown MetroPark will hold its annual Amazing Birds Festival at the Morning 
Glory Shelter, 6910 Boomershine Road. The festival will feature presentations of live 
hawks and owls by The Raptor Center of Glen Helen Ecology Institute, and "Wings 
of Flight" by the Columbus Zoo. The Wings of Flight program will present some of 
the Avian wonders of the world, including colorful talking parrots, as well as bird 
training techniques. Other festival highlights include National Audubon Society 
displays and hands-on birding tools. Food, fun children's activities, and nature center 
tours will round out your day. For details call 855-7717.

Pre-Festival Bird Walks 
9 a.m. (3 hrs) and 11 a.m. (1 hr) 
Germantown MetroPark, designated an Important Bird Area by the National 
Audubon Society, is the place to be for great birds this day. Join in one of the 
morning bird watching hikes and then stay for the festival. All hikes will meet at the 
nature center and end at noon on the festival grounds. Families are especially 
welcome at the 11 a.m. walk. Bring binoculars. Reservations requested: call 855-
7717. 

Audubon Adventures Needs You!

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and 
one of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon 
Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four 
packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal 
communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The packets contain instructional 
material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are 
geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th 
grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon 
Adventures for them next school year, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, 
please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 
per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.
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The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web 
page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and 
one of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon 
Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four 
packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal 
communication, wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional 
material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are 
geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th 
grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon 
Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact 
Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, 
and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in 
the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community 
of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. 
Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; 
other connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, 
apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS 
Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We 
ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, 
or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2006/ywmay06.htm (6 of 8)1/1/11 9:40 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, 
the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from 
the ranks of the membership are needed in order for the organization to 
reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 
E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS 
President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the 
Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter 

automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one 
of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society 

Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you 

there! 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

Summer (June, July, August) 2006

Volume 69  - No. 4 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

DAS Annual Meeting

Dayton Audubon's 2006 Annual Meeting will take place on June 21 at Wegerzyn 
Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.. This will 
be a casual, pleasant evening, and a good opportunity to meet other members and to 
hear from Officers and Directors about what has happened with DAS in the past 
year and what is expected in the future. We will also elect Officers and Directors for 
the coming year.

Rick Jasper, of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife, will 
be on hand. Rick, who works from the Division's District 5 headquarters in Xenia, 
has been very active in the Peregrine Falcon project in Dayton, and has also been 
working to re-establish Barn Owls in Ohio.

Elections 
The Nominating Committee has recommended the following candidates for 2006-
2007: 

President: Mike Coogan 
1st Vice President: Jennifer Monahan 
2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan 
Treasurer: Todd Jergens 
Recording Secretary: Betty Leve 
Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp 
Directors - term expires 2009: 
   Dick Balk 
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   Sue Tackett 
   Judy Whitaker 
Director - term expires 2007: 
   Mike Perkins 
Director - term expires 2008: 
   Tom Schaefer

Other nominations from the floor will also be accepted.

Calendar

Tuesday, June 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, June 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Annual Meeting. 
Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. 
Includes election of officers for 2004-2005 (see column above).

Sunday, June 18, 10:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Birding by Canoe. 
On the Stillwater River. For details contact Nancy Nerny, 278-4022.

Audubon's Puffin Cam Returns to Maine
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Seal Island, Maine, June 8, 2006 - One indication that spring has come to the 
northeastern United States is the return of Audubon's Project Puffin seabird camera, 
now live, found at http://www.projectpuffin.org. If reality series programming is 
something you enjoy, then the Puffin Cam is must-see entertainment.

Through the Puffin Cam, researchers, students, and bird lovers worldwide can view 
real time video of puffins and their seabird neighbors at Seal Island National Wildlife 
Refuge, 20 miles south of Rockland, Maine. Thanks to Dr. Stephen W. Kress and the 
National Audubon Society's Seabird Restoration Program staff, this special colony 
was restored in 1992 after eight years of intensive management.

Mornings and evenings are the best times to see the seabirds, and their numbers will 
increase as the season proceeds; maximum numbers are usually seen in July and 
early August.

A second camera featuring Arctic and Common Terns is currently focused on the 
tern-nesting habitat in the center of the island. Early in the season, terns are present 
mainly in the morning, where viewers can watch for these elegant seabirds as they 
settle into their nesting habitat. After they choose their nesting places, the camera 
will then become focused on individual birds. The cameras are set up on Seal Island 
by Audubon staff members, in conjunction with staff from the Alaska-based group 
SeeMore Wildlife Systems and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Seal Island is part 
of the Maine Coastal Islands National Wildlife Refuge. 

Audubon Adventures, State Compliant

One of the top ten most popular environmental education projects for K-12 teachers 
just got better for Chapters in Ohio. It is now easier than ever to use Audubon 
Adventures to meet your state's academic achievement standards! Audubon 
Adventures has produced (and soon will post on the NAS website) the State Guide to 
Education Standards and Audubon Adventures. Each guide is specific to a given 
state and correlates the content in Audubon Adventures classroom resource kits to a 
state's academic achievement standards. Having the standards alignment 
information will make it easier for teachers to weave environmental education 
activities and lessons into class work. Should you have any questions or comments on 
this or other ways to improve Audubon Adventures, please do not hesitate to contact 
the toll-free help line: 1-800-813-5037 or send an email to education@audubon.org. 
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Audubon Adventures Needs You!

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through 
education, and one of the best environmental education tools is National 
Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides 
to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers, 
and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 
5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them next school year, or you would like to 
sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The 
cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are 
designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the 
environment? Do you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for 
YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or 
someone you know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, 
please contact President Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board 
members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of 
time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom
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One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through 
education, and one of the best environmental education tools is National 
Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to 
participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers,
and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 
5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, 
please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of 
up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, 
shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals 
who can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone 
who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us 
find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
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Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers 
and other adults to attend National Audubon's summer 
ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and 
the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these 
days, they are still especially popular with teachers. If you 
know of a dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us 
know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally 
endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though 
we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach 
academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship 
recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other 
connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or 
people you think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To 
recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom 
Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.
net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect 
on ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton 
area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after 
other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift 
planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to 
education, the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help 
and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in 
order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to 
help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon 
Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You 
can also call DAS President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail 
us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of 
the Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your 
newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 

Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the 
Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a 

meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim 

Arnold at 937-862-4437 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

September 2006

Volume 69  - No. 5 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

Search for the Ivory Bill

Dave Nolin, Deputy Director of Five Rivers MetroParks and a long-time friend of 
Dayton Audubon, spent 12 days in the Cache River National Wildlife Refuge in 
Arkansas last March searching for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker. The recent re-
discovery of this spectacular bird, long thought extinct, has excited the curiosity of 
birders and non-birders alike, and Dave will have plenty of stories to share with us at 
our September 20 meeting. Come on out for his fascinating first-hand account of the 
search for this elusive woodpecker. The program will take place from 7:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. We meet in 
the main auditorium; you can enter through the front doors and elevator or stairs. 
Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their friends. Refreshments will be 
served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so you 
won't forget! 

Calendar
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Following is a list of this month's activities. Please see Field Trip Schedule for 
detailed descriptions of field trips in September and beyond.

Sunday, September 10, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

Tuesday, September 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, September 21, 7:00 p.m. Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Featuring Dave Nolin. Please see above for details.

Saturday, September 23, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Grand Lake St. Marys Fish Hatchery.

Saturday, September 30, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark.

Saturday, October 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark.

Central Great Lakes Region Election Results

The Central Great Lakes Region of the National Audubon Society recently held an 
election to select a nominee for a three-year term on the National Audubon Board of 
Directors. Alan Dolan of the Canton, Ohio Audubon Society received 33 votes of a 
total 33 cast, and his name will be placed on the slate of nominees to the Board that is 
voted upon at the Annual Meeting of Members in January 2007. The position was 
most recently held by Liz Woedl of Oxford, Ohio (Audubon Miami Valley Chapter), 
whose term expires this year.

The newly created Central Great Lakes Region, which includes 63,000 members in 
45 chapters in Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois, was formerly part of the Great 
Lakes region, which also included Kentucky, Wisconsin, and Minnesota (78 chapters 
total). The election regions were re-organized by National Audubon, effective in 
January 2007. 
Congratulations, Alan!
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ATTENTION WEB USERS: Due to a change in security software at our ISP, Dayton 
Audubon's web address is now case-specific. Make sure you point to www.dayton.net/
audubon without any capital letters.

Audubon's "Invitations to a Healthy Yard, Schoolyard, Neighborhood, Apartment, 
and Home" posters are available by contacting Dayton Audubon. Get yours today; 
help detoxify our community spaces! 

"American Birds" Back Issues

DAS member Jim Hill, who for many years served as our Christmas Count compiler, 
has a collection of 25 back issues of "American Birds", the annual publication of 
National Audubon that documents the Christmas Bird Count results nationwide. Jim 
would like to donate these issues to anyone who is interested. The collection covers 
years from the late 1960s to the early 1990s, and contains a wealth of information 
about bird sightings and bird population trends during those years. If you would like 
to acquire this set, contact Jim at 937-237-7620. 

Audubon In The Classroom

As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing 
its 22nd season of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education 
publication for 4th, 5th, or 6th grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures 
helps teachers make learning about science and nature part of students' everyday 
lives, integrating reading with science and other core disciplines.

More educators than ever are using Audubon Adventures to bring environmental 
education into their classrooms, and research shows that incorporating the 
environment into the curriculum supports improved learning, test scores and 
community service.

According to a 2000 report issued by the National Environmental Education and 
Training Foundation, in which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental 
education as the central focus of their academic programs, the results of including 
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environmental education in the classroom were striking - reading and mathematics 
scores improved, students performed better in science and social studies, they 
developed the ability to transfer their knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar 
contexts, they learned to "do science" rather than just "learn about science," and 
classroom discipline problems declined.

This year, Audubon Adventures is focusing on four compelling topics: Home is 
Where the Nest Is, The Buzz about Native Bees, Bats: Mammals on the Wing, and 
Wild About Birds, featuring The Legacy of John James Audubon. Audubon invites 
elementary school teachers around the country to engage students' curiosity about 
the natural world by bringing science to life in the classroom with Audubon 
Adventures. Each issue is full of facts, activities, and action tips that connect nature 
with science, reading, and art, and also inspire and empower kids to care for nature 
in their daily lives.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you 
know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or 
you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The 
cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a 
class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. 
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You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
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     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike 
Coogan at 937-438-5688, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

October/November 2006

Volume 69  - No. 6 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

October and November Dayton Audubon Society Meetings

October: Big Bend National Park, The Last Frontier of Texas 
Our October 18 DAS program will feature one of America's truly wild places, Big 
Bend National Park in the Trans Pecos region of Texas. We'll enjoy the unique birds, 
identification tips, and slides of the stellar scenery encompassing the three major 
habitats of the Big Bend: mountains, desert and Rio Grande River. Mike Perkins, a 
5th generation native Texan and new DAS member and member of the Board of 
Directors, will be our guide. Mike is the former president of Ft. Worth Audubon 
Society, former Director of Audubon Texas of the National Audubon Society, and 
formerly the Texas State Director of development for Audubon Texas. Mike has led 
NAS trips into Big Bend and loves it.

November: Photography and Eye 
At our November 15 DAS program, Ken Schory, well-known Dayton-area 
commercial photographer, will give a presentation he calls 'Photography and Eye,' 
an overview of his influences and development as a photographer, culminating in a 
collection of spectacular large-format color landscape photographs from across the 
country. Anyone with an interest in photography and its power to capture the 
transient beauty and majesty of nature will want to see this inspiring presentation. 
Prior to the presentation, Ken invites everyone to browse his website, (www.
kenschory.com) Photography by Ken Schory, to get a taste of what they'll be seeing.

Both of the above programs will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the main auditorium; 
you can enter through the front doors and elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged 
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to attend and bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. 
Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar

Saturday, October 7, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield has a number of habitats to explore, including 
a deep-water lake, shallow inlets, beach, seasonal mudflats, patches of woods, and 
grasslands. Fall waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants are all 
possible in mid-October. Take I-70 east to US 68, go north to SR 344, east to SR 4, 
south to Croft Road, east across the dam, to the state park entrance. Meet Dick Balk 
(886-0092) at the parking lot by the water north of the check-in station (north end of 
the beach.)

Sunday, October 8, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
With hopefully one of the beautiful fall days that Ohio is famous for, we should see 
some of the later fall migrants and early returning wintering birds. Regardless, 
Sugarcreek MetroPark is always a nice place to walk for a few hours. Join Yellow 
Warbler editor Mike Coogan (438-5688) for a leisurely amble along the well-kept 
trails. From I-675, go south on Wilmington Pike (cross SR 725) to Conference Road. 
Meet Mike in the parking lot on Conference Road.

Tuesday, October 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Saturday, October 14, 10:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Grand Lake St. Marys Fish Hatchery. 
Leader: Dave Dister (855-3013). Mid-October is a great time for shorebirds and 
waterfowl, and St. Marys offers both. The fish hatchery has 25 rearing ponds, and at 
more than 14,000 acres this is Ohio's largest inland lake. After lunch, the group may 
head north to the Van Wert Reservoirs. Go west to New Bremen, then north four 
miles on SR 66 to SR 219. West two miles to St. Marys Township Road 31 (Tri-
Township Road), north 1.7 miles to 114A Auglaize County Road (Greenville Road), 
west 0.4 mile to SR 364, and finally north 0.1 mile to the Fish Hatchery at the east 
end of the lake.

Sunday, October 15, 8:30 a.m. 
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Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
If you haven't gone birding in this corner of Dayton, you are in for a big surprise! 
Come take a look at Sycamore State Park with DAS Treasurer Todd Jergens (837-
4302). Northwest of Dayton in the city of Trotwood, the meadows, woodlots, and 
ponds and creeks of Sycamore State Park provide an excellent place to look for birds 
and other wildlife. The huge sycamores lining the banks of Wolf Creek give the park 
its name. To get to Sycamore State Park, take US 35 west from Dayton about 6 miles 
to Snyder Road, then right (north) 3-1/2 miles to Wolf Creek Pike; turn left to the 
parking lot a short distance down the road on the right side.

Wednesday, October 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Big Bend National Park. Please see article above for details.

Sunday, October 22, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Lake. 
Located southeast of the metro Dayton area, Caesar Creek State Park has many 
different habitats available for birding, including (besides the lake itself) wetlands, 
fields, and woodlots. Over the years a long list of birds has been sighted here. If the 
weather has cooperated, there could still be some southbound passerine migrants 
around in addition to the numerous local avian residents. To get to Caesar Creek, go 
south on I-75 to SR 73, then east past Waynesville. Where the road widens to four 
lanes (just before crossing the lake), turn left and follow the signs to the beach. Meet 
Jennifer Monahan (435-0707) at the large beach parking lot.

Saturday, November 4, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Cowan Lake State Park. 
Ducks are always hit or miss, depending on the weather, but the chances are much 
better at such a great State Park as Cowan Lake near Wilmington, which offers 700 
acres of water with numerous inlets and 5.6 miles of hiking trails through mature 
woodlands. Meet Larry Gara (937-382-3569) at the spillway on SR 730: From 
Dayton, take SR 73 east into Wilmington; at the first traffic light turn right and go to 
the 3-way stop, then turn right onto RT 730. Go approximately 6 miles and the 
spillway is on the left.

Sunday, November 12, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Our popular, traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what 
will be seen on this trip: waterfowl, shorebirds, few early winter birds, Black 
Vultures, Turkeys, and/or Sandhill Cranes. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a 
picnic lunch with you, and bring a jacket in case the weather is brisk! This is the trip 
for great birds AND fellowship! Take SR 725 west to Indiana 44 to Liberty, Indiana. 
Go south on Rt. 101 to the state park sign. Meet Lee and Polly Hall (434-4531) at the 
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park entrance. Don't forget your good luck "bear claw necklace"!

Tuesday, November 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Photography and Eye. Please see article above for details.

Sunday, December 31, 2006. 
82nd DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Details in the next issue of The Yellow Warbler.

Birding With a Purpose 
Audubon Assembly 2006

The next Audubon Assembly, the annual Ohio statewide Audubon conference, is 
scheduled for Friday, November 10 and Saturday, November 11 at the Holiday Inn 
on the Lane in Columbus. This year's theme, "Birding With A Purpose", will focus 
on the role that birdwatchers can play in enacting lasting conservation for birds and 
bird habitats.

The Assembly will kick off on Friday morning, November 10, with an optional all-
day outing to Ohio's famous Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area near Marion. We will have 
a chance to see the hawks and owls that make Killdeer a prime late fall birding 
habitat, as well as waterfowl completing their fall migration.

Want a shorter and less challenging outing? Then join us on Friday afternoon for an 
optional three-hour visit to the Whittier Peninsula in downtown Columbus. Explore 
the site of the future Columbus Audubon Center and observe the ongoing 
transformation of this brownfield area into the future "Central Park of Columbus." 
Listed as one of the top bird watching areas in Ohio by Jim McCormac in "Birds of 
Ohio," Whittier will surprise and inspire you.

Highlighting the Assembly will be keynote presentations by noted ornithologist 
Jerome A. Jackson, author of "In Search of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker"; Pete 
Dunne, author of the new "Pete Dunne's Essential Field Guide Companion"; and 
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Kenn Kaufman, a multi-talented field naturalist and author of "Kingbird Highway". 
The keynote presentations will bracket a day of workshops on Saturday, covering a 
variety of topics. There will be something for everyone!

The Assembly is presented with the support of conservation partners ODNR Division 
of Wildlife, Black Swamp Bird Observatory, Ohio Breeding Bird Atlas II, Ohio Bird 
Conservation Initiative, Columbus Audubon Society, and the Council of Ohio 
Audubon Chapters. Audubon Ohio would like to thank USDA:NRCS, The George 
Gund Foundation, and the The Joyce Foundation for their generous support. The 
conservation of bird species through habitat conservation is the focus for the 
Assembly.

For registration and other details, contact the Audubon Ohio office, 692 N. High St. 
Suite 303, Columbus 43215, 614.224.3303, Ohio@Audubon.org, or visit their website 
at www.audubonohio.org. 

Aullwood Wins New Honors

Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm was one of three Dayton-area nonprofits to be 
selected as finalists for the Eclipse Integrity Award by the Dayton Better Business 
Bureau. The Award recognizes organizations in the Miami Valley area that 
exemplify ethics, honesty and integrity. Aullwood was nominated for the award 
because "it is a national model for other nature centers and has a stellar reputation 
for integrity, programming and leadership." 

Audubon Ohio Nurtures Southwest Ohio Grasslands
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In March of 2005, Audubon Ohio publicly dedicated the Voice of America Important 
Bird Area in West Chester Township, Butler County. The core grassland area of 
approximately 350 acres of cool-season and forage grasses supports significant 
populations of breeding grassland species - all of which have suffered declines 
throughout our region.

Another site just miles from Voice of America is the U.S. Department of Energy site 
in Fernald, Ohio. Approximately 18 miles northwest of Cincinnati, the 1,050 acres 
site produced uranium metals and compounds for nuclear reactor fuel as part of 
America's defense program from 1953 until 1989. A majority of the site has been 
certified clean. With about 400 acres in woodlots, 390 acres in prairie, 80 acres in 
wetlands, and 80 acres of open water, there is great potential for valuable wildlife 
habitat to be developed.

According to Audubon's 2004 State of the Birds report, almost 30 % of North 
America's bird species are in "significant decline." The overall state of the birds 
shows 70 % of grassland species are in statistically significant declines. 

Audubon In The Classroom

As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing 
its 22nd season of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education 
publication for 4th, 5th, or 6th grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures 
helps teachers make learning about science and nature part of students' everyday 
lives, integrating reading with science and other core disciplines.

More educators than ever are using Audubon Adventures to bring environmental 
education into their classrooms, and research shows that incorporating the 
environment into the curriculum supports improved learning, test scores and 
community service.

According to a 2000 report issued by the National Environmental Education and 
Training Foundation, in which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental 
education as the central focus of their academic programs, the results of including 
environmental education in the classroom were striking - reading and mathematics 
scores improved, students performed better in science and social studies, they 
developed the ability to transfer their knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar 
contexts, they learned to "do science" rather than just "learn about science," and 
classroom discipline problems declined.
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This year, Audubon Adventures is focusing on four compelling topics: Home is 
Where the Nest Is, The Buzz about Native Bees, Bats: Mammals on the Wing, and 
Wild About Birds, featuring The Legacy of John James Audubon. Audubon invites 
elementary school teachers around the country to engage students' curiosity about 
the natural world by bringing science to life in the classroom with Audubon 
Adventures. Each issue is full of facts, activities, and action tips that connect nature 
with science, reading, and art, and also inspire and empower kids to care for nature 
in their daily lives.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you 
know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or 
you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The 
cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a 
class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Mike Coogan, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization 
web page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2006/ywocno06.htm (7 of 11)1/1/11 9:40 AM

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/OLD%20orgn.htm


c:/audubon/warbler.htm

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from 
the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops 
in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland 
community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to 
scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. 
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You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your 
estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of 
the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you 
would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
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     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike 
Coogan at 937-438-5688, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are 
listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting 

or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-

5086 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon Society 

December 2006 - January/February 2007

Volume 69  - No. 7 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

 

The officers and directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish everyone a joyful holiday 
season and a happy and prosperous new year. 

 Christmas Bird Count  

The Dayton Audubon Christmas Bird Count will take place on Sunday, December 31, 2006. Local 
participants, in 12 teams, will attempt to identify and count all of the birds in 12 areas (see below) 
located within a 15-mile diameter area centered at the intersection of Needmore Road and Webster 
Street. Everyone is welcome to participate, so check the list of areas below and find the team you 
would like to join. Feeder watchers can also participate if the feeder is within the count area, and if 
the results are reported at or before the compilation meeting.

The Christmas Count tradition began in New England on Christmas Day, 1900, when 27 
conservationists organized a bird count to protest the traditional, organized hunting competition 
known as the "holiday side hunt." Instead of shooting birds, they simply observed and counted 
them. Now, every holiday season, thousands of participants take to the fields and woods to record 
wintering bird species. The data collected over the years has provided useful and interesting 
information on early winter distribution patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional 
fluctuations), and serves as a valid indicator of the overall health of the environment. Our local 
Christmas Count has been affiliated with the National Audubon Christmas count since 1923.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on Tuesday, January 2, 2007 
at 7:15 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot participate in 
the count itself, you are invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments will be 
served, and many interesting sightings and amusing tales will be told. Grab your binoculars, dress 
warmly, and bring in the new year! We always have a great time no matter what the weather. If you 
have any questions, please contact Sue Tackett 439-3799. 

Christmas Count Areas and Leaders
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Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm, 
Dayton Airport

Ray Corder 833-4177

 

Carriage Hill MetroPark

Mike Coogan 438-5688

Charleston Falls Reserve

Sue Tackett 439-3799

Cricket Holler

Jim Williams 342-9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 

Miami River North, Wolf Creek

Dick Balk 886-0092

 

Eastwood Lake, Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River

Dave Nolin 432-0266

Englewood MetroPark

Judith Espedal 274-7134

Hill and Dales Park, Old River, 
Carillon Park, Calvary 

Cemetery, Miami River South

Daryl Michael 687-1480

 

Taylorsville MetroPark

Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery

Jim and Annette Arnold 862-4437

Wright State University, Hilltop 
Gravel Pit

Mike Triplett 767-4341

 

Wright-Patterson AFB

Charlotte Mathena 433-2167

Whitetail Deer - An All Pervasive Ecological Force

Our January 17, 2007 DAS meeting will feature Tom Rooney, Assistant Professor in Biological 
Science at Wright State University, a specialist in plant community ecology, ungulate impacts on 
forest ecosystems, and biodiversity loss. He will fill us in on the impact that exploding white-tailed 
deer populations are having, and will have, on the ecology and biodiversity of our parks and other 
areas in Ohio. 

Aullwood Interns
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For many years, Dayton Audubon has helped sponsor the intern program at Aullwood Audubon 
Center and Farm by annually providing a small stipend to each of the that year's interns, to help off-
set living expenses. Environmental Educator Nicole Conrad of Aullwood, who directs the intern 
program, will give Dayton Audubon members a chance to meet this year's interns at our February 
21, 2007 meeting. Nicole and the interns will be on hand to talk about their backgrounds, their 
plans, and their experiences at Aullwood. Come on out and take part in one of the fine opportunities 
that Dayton Audubon supports.

Both of the above programs will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings are held in the main auditorium; you can enter 
through the front doors and elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their 
friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on your 
'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar

Tuesday, December 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Sunday, December 31 
83rd DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Tuesday, January 2, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. Please see above.

Tuesday, January 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Whitetail Deer 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Please see the article above.

Tuesday, February 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Aullwood Interns 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Please see the article above. 

Voice of America IBA in Butler County Faces Possible Destruction -  
Your Assistance Needed
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One of Southwest Ohio's premier grassland sites, the Voice of America Important Bird Area, faces 
possible conversion to a gigantic recreational soccer facility that would eliminate virtually all the 
habitat used by migratory birds there. The Voice of America IBA centers on the former site of the 
Voice of America transmission facilities in southern Butler County. The 330-acre site contains prime 
habitat for grassland bird species, many of which are under intense pressure due to elimination of 
habitat elsewhere. As is the case with many IBA's, it is a natural island in a sea of urbanization.

Audubon Ohio has been working with local activists to develop a conservation plan for the facility. 
The plan would preserve and enhance habitat for grassland birds. All of that planning would be 
rendered moot, however, if the current owner of the site, West Chester Township, proceeds with 
plans to transfer the property to the Butler County Metro Parks for development as a soccer 
facility. Draft plans call for the creation of 14 to 18 new soccer fields, with related facilities for 
parking and spectators. While Audubon Ohio does not oppose organized sports for children, it 
advocates development of the site in a balanced fashion that allows for both active recreation areas 
and other areas left in a natural state.

The Township and the Metro Parks will hold a joint hearing on the proposed transfer on Tuesday, 
December 5 at 6:00 pm at the Township hall, 9113 Cincinnati-Dayton Road in West Chester. Public 
statements will be taken at 7:00 pm. Only residents of Butler County can speak, but anyone can 
attend to show support for Audubon's position.

Audubon Ohio will be recruiting members in the area to attend this meeting, and will be recruiting 
residents to speak. If you are interested in helping us preserve the Voice of America IBA, please 
contact John Ritzenthaler at 614-224-3303 or at jritzenthaler@audubon.org. 

10th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count

 
Count for the Birds in America's Great Backyard, Feb 16-19, 2007

* No fee or registration required 
* All ages and skill levels welcome 
* Track results in real time online 
* Count in your backyard, balcony, schoolyard, park, wildlife refuge 
* Be a part of the network

Sponsored by National Audubon Society and Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Join with 
thousand of others to find out how many birds are being seen in your area and across the continent 
this winter. By participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, you help document where birds 
are, and track changes in their numbers compared to previous years, helping scientists paint a 
picture of the state of birds this winter.

For more information, or to get started, go to http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/ 

Audubon Urges People to Think Green This Holiday Season
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This year, Audubon At Home is asking people to add birds and other wildlife to their gift lists by 
keeping the holidays "green."

From smart party planning, to conscientious decorating decisions, to wise wrapping and greeting 
card choices, to environmentally friendly gift giving, there are many things that each of us can do to 
make a difference.

To learn how to share the holiday spirit with birds and other wildlife please visit http://www.
audubon.org/ bird/at_home/Holiday_Greening/index.html. 

Audubon In The Classroom

As students are heading back to school, the National Audubon Society is preparing its 22nd season 
of Audubon Adventures, an acclaimed environmental education publication for 4th, 5th, or 6th 
grade elementary classrooms. Audubon Adventures helps teachers make learning about science and 
nature part of students' everyday lives, integrating reading with science and other core disciplines.

More educators than ever are using Audubon Adventures to bring environmental education into 
their classrooms, and research shows that incorporating the environment into the curriculum 
supports improved learning, test scores and community service.

According to a 2000 report issued by the National Environmental Education and Training 
Foundation, in which they reviewed schools that adopted environmental education as the central 
focus of their academic programs, the results of including environmental education in the classroom 
were striking - reading and mathematics scores improved, students performed better in science and 
social studies, they developed the ability to transfer their knowledge from familiar to unfamiliar 
contexts, they learned to "do science" rather than just "learn about science," and classroom 
discipline problems declined.

This year, Audubon Adventures is focusing on four compelling topics: Home is Where the Nest Is, 
The Buzz about Native Bees, Bats: Mammals on the Wing, and Wild About Birds, featuring The 
Legacy of John James Audubon. Audubon invites elementary school teachers around the country to 
engage students' curiosity about the natural world by bringing science to life in the classroom with 
Audubon Adventures. Each issue is full of facts, activities, and action tips that connect nature with 
science, reading, and art, and also inspire and empower kids to care for nature in their daily lives.

DAS annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know of a 
classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor 
a class yourself, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per 
classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Get Involved!
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Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you wish the 
Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Mike Coogan, or any 
of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of 
time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in our 
community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if 
you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the 
coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, 
such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their 
habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to be 
interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail 
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him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effecton on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 
937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 
45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, and 
an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in order 
for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Mike Coogan at 937-438-5688, or e-mail 
us at 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2006/ywdjf67.htm (7 of 8)1/1/11 9:40 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Ralph Dennler at 937-294-5086 
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