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Restoring Macaws

On Wednesday, March 16, Bernadette Plair of the Cincinnati Zoo will present a 
program describing her efforts to reintroduce Blue-and-Gold Macaws (Ara ararauna) 
to Trinidad. Throughout much of its range, the species is declining due to habitat loss 
and harvesting for the pet trade. The species disappeared from Trinidad in the 1960s, 
but in 1999 the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden spearheaded a pilot project to 
reintroduce Blue and Gold Macaws to the protected Nariva Swamp in Trinidad.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the main auditorium; you can enter through 
the front doors and elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their 
friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this 
article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar
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Saturday, February 26, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Oxbow Miami River. 
Our 19th annual trip to this outstanding location. Leader: Jim Simpson (433-3649). 
Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Tuesday, March 8, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting  
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Wednesdays & Thursdays, March 9 & 10, 16 & 17, 6:30 p.m. 
Woodcock Walks at Aullwood. 
Leader: Tom Hissong (890-7360). Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for 
details.

Saturday, March 12, 8:30 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: The Great Duck Drive. 
Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Wednesday, March 16, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Blue & Gold Macaws. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. Please see the article above.

Saturday, March 19, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir. 
Leaders: John and Karen Shrader (436-3664). Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip 
Schedule for details.

Saturday, March 26, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, April 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, April 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Lima Reservoir/ Grand Lake St. Mary's. 
Leader: Dave Dister (855-3013). Please see the Winter/Spring Field Trip Schedule for 
details.

Friday-Saturday, April 25-26, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2005/ywmar05.htm (2 of 9)1/1/11 9:38 AM



c:/audubon/warbler.htm

DAS Birdathon. 
Please see below for details. 

Christmas Bird Count Results

Warmer temperatures and rain marked the 80th annual DAS Christmas Bird count 
held this past January, but high water provided an unusual number of ducks. The 
species count of 65 was rather low, possibly due to the rain, but we still logged record 
counts of Northern Shovelers, Hooded Mergansers, and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

We thank the Dayton Daily News, particularly writer Dale Dempsey, for their usual 
excellent coverage of the Christmas Count.

Thanks and well-done to this year's participants, and especially to Count Compiler 
Charlotte Mathena, who did her usual excellent job. 

Pied-billed Grebe...........3
Double-crested Cormorant....1
Great Blue Heron...........74
Canada Goose............2,383
Mute Swan...................3
Gadwall ...................20
American Black Duck........10
Mallard...................835
Northern Shoveler..........22
Green-winged Teal...........2
Ring-necked Duck............9
Greater Scaup...............1
Lesser Scaup................1
Hooded Merganser..........101
Common Merganser............9
Bald Eagle..................1
Sharp-shinned Hawk..........6
Cooper's Hawk..............11
Red-tailed Hawk............51
American Kestrel............8
Ring-necked Pheasant........1
American Coot...............5
Killdeer....................2
Ring-billed Gull..........330
Herring Gull................9

Northern Flicker...........12
Pileated 
Woodpecker.........9    
Blue Jay...................16
American Crow.............176
Horned Lark.................7
Carolina Chickadee........289
Tufted Titmouse............75
Red-breasted Nuthatch.......1
White-breasted Nuthatch....75
Brown Creeper..............29
Carolina Wren..............46
Winter Wren.................1
Golden-crowned Kinglet.....23
Eastern Bluebird...........13
American Robin............178
Northern Mockingbird.......15
European Starling.......5,981
Cedar Waxwing..............13
Yellow-rumped Warbler.......6
Eastern Towhee..............5
American Tree Sparrow......70
Field Sparrow...............2
Song Sparrow...............75
White-throated Sparrow....209
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Rock Dove.................138
Mourning Dove.............235
Great Horned Owl............1
Barred Owl..................1
Belted Kingfisher..........13
Red-bellied Woodpecker.....40
Downy Woodpecker...........94
Hairy Woodpecker...........14

White-crowned Sparrow.......3
Dark-eyed Junco............82
Northern Cardinal.........293
Easter Meadowlark...........4
Common Grackle..........4,352
House Finch...............159
American Goldfinch........185
House Sparrow.............409

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you!

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the back page. A simple 
commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Birdathon Coming Soon!

A springtime tradition, and one of our most popular annual events!! Put it on your 
calendar NOW: Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon will take place from 5:00 p.m. 
Friday, April 29, until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 30. Teams of DAS birders will be 
counting bird species in a 24-hour period, all to raise funds for important local 
environmental work. Again this year, the money we collect will be divided between 
Aullwood and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. Both organizations are 
dedicated to the education of children and the preservation of natural habitat right 
here in the greater Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now; if you would like to participate, to make a pledge, or to 
help raise pledges from your friends, neighbors, and coworkers, call Judy Whitaker at 
293-1914 for more information. This year, as a bonus incentive, a $20 or more pledge to 
Birdathon will earn the donor a one-year membership to National Audubon/Dayton 
Audubon. Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Last year we were able to 
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raise over $4,000 dollars for Aullwood and the BCWA; this year, we hope to do even 
better. Call today! More details will be in the next Yellow Warbler. 

Regional Election Nominations 2005

The National Audubon Society Board of Directors is composed of 36 members, nine of 
who are regionally nominated by Chapters in a three-year cycle. In 2005, elections will 
be held for Directors from the Great Lakes, Mid-Atlantic and Western Regions. The 
nomination process for this year's election closed on January 31, 2005, and the 
nominations received for the Great Lakes Region are Jess A. Gwinn, Sassafras 
Audubon Society, IN; A. Peter Cannon, Jr., Madison Audubon Society, WI; and Peter 
A. Precario, Columbus Audubon Society, OH.

The election campaign phase takes place from February 1 until June 30, 2005. Ballots 
will be mailed to the Chapter Presidents on or about April 1 and the Chapter Services 
Office must receive voted ballots by June 30, 2005. Details on the election process, 
candidate statements and contact information, can be found at http://www.audubon.
org/nas/board/regional/index.html. 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one 
of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures 
program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each 
covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, 
wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade 
level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The 
materials are fun as well as educational, and participating teachers have been 
unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. 
If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, 
or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-
0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are 
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designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in 
the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of 
Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through 
the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of 
DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, 
the Dively Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate 
students reach academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients 
are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings 
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to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, 
apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS 
Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask 
that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or 
the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon 
Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the 
ranks of the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its 
goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us 
know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter 

automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of 
the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you 

there! 
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Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

2005 Birdathon is Here!

The annual Birdathon has become one of Dayton Audubon's most popular events, and 
continues to grow every year. Last year, we raised just under $5,000 for Aullwood 
Audubon Center education programs and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, two 
organizations dedicated to the education of children and the preservation of natural 
habitat in the greater Dayton area. Join us this year as we try to pass that $5,000 
threshold in donations for the same two organizations. Birdathon participants spend 24 
hours counting as many different bird species as they can see or hear. Money is raised 
through donation pledges - typically a per-species amount, but fixed amounts are also 
welcome!

This year's Birdathon will be held from 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 29th to 5:00 p.m., 
Saturday, April 30. Create your own team or join one of the existing teams; at this time 
of year, you might see and hear up to 100 different species just in this area! We need 
ALL chapter members to support this important effort! You can participate in several 
ways:
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* Collect pledges and/or donations, and send them to the Birdathon 
chairperson, Judy Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio, 45414-5398. Make checks payable to 
Dayton Audubon Society. You can also pledge to one of the teams listed 
below.

* Participate in the count: You are welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; 
improve your birding skills and raise money for two very worthy 
environmental organizations that are right here in our area.

* Bring your pledges and/or donations to Patty's Shelter at Englewood 
MetroPark at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, April 30th for refreshments and the big 
tally! Hear about those great sightings!

As an extra incentive this year, non-Audubon members who contribute $20 or more will receive 
a membership to the National Audubon Society and Dayton Audubon. For details on this 
program, how to enter your own team (it's very easy), or other Birdathon questions, call Judy 
Whitaker at 293-1914.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - - Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team(s) 
checked below.

_____Old Birders (formerly the Old Squaws and the Jay Birders): Charlotte Mathena, Sue 
Tackett,               Jim Hill, John Howard 
_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, Judy Whitaker 
_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson, Mike Zimmerman 
_____Solitary Sandpipers: Mike Coogan, Mark Dillon 
_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands 
_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve 
_____Tenacious Towhees: Xenia Central Middle School students

Instead of a per species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's 
Birdathon.

Name___________________________________ 
Phone_____________________________________ 
Address___________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip__________________________________________________________________ 
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Meet the DAS

On Wednesday, April 20, we'll be bringing back the perennially popular Members 
Slide Show. Not limited to slides, of course; all DAS members are invited to bring out 
their birding pictures, art work, or other items that you'd like to share with your fellow 
DAS members. It's always a good turnout, and plenty of fun, too. If you plan to 
participate, please call Program Chair Lee Hall at 434-4531, so he can coordinate the 
program. Dust off that old projector carousel and show us your stuff!

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the the main auditorium; you can enter 
through the front doors and elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and 
bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! 
Hang this article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar

Saturday, April 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
SVWA is an outstanding Miami Valley birding locale, and late March is very good for 
waterfowl headed north. Go south of the town of Spring Valley on US 42 along the 
Little Miami River. Turn left (east) on Roxanna-New Burlington Rd. Follow to Pence 
Jones Rd and take all the way to the end (past the trailer park) to meet leaders Barbara 
Keegan and Jennifer Monahan (435-0707) in the lower parking lot. Please bring your 
scope if you have one.

Saturday, April 2, 8:30 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Lima Reservoir and Grand Lake St. Marys. 
If you are eager to see waterfowl, these reservoirs and lakes are a great place to see 
Scoters, Long-tailed Duck, large numbers of Ruddy Ducks and other kinds of ducks. If 
we're lucky, we may see a Lapland Longspur! Meet leader Dave Dister (855-3013) in 
the Ridge Road parking lot of the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery with a mid-morning 
snack. After a lunch at the La Charreada restaurant, we'll bird a bit more, then head 
home to brag about our sightings.

Tuesday, April 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.
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Saturday, April 16, 8:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Highland Nature Sanctuary, Pike County. 
Leader: Jane Henry. Jane is excited to show us this beautiful private nature area. 
Located near Hillsboro, it will be bursting with spring wildflowers (Trillium, 
Columbine) and new migratory birds! The land reminds us of that in Hocking Hills, 
but only slightly rugged. Bring a packed lunch when we meet at Lofino's Market, just 
off U.S. 35 and Fairfield Rd. We may stop for snacks at an Amish Market and then for 
dinner on our way home. For more details, call Jane (426-8428).

Sunday, April 17, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
The fields and woods at Aullwood can be literally hopping with birds during the spring 
migration. Join Aullwood naturalist Tom Hissong (890-7360) on this popular field trip 
in looking for the abundant spring bird life that abounds at Aullwood. Meet Tom at the 
Aullwood Audubon Center: Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access 
highway) at Vandalia, turn south on Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood 
Dam (between the Dayton International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the 
nature center on the left.

Wednesday, April 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Meeting/Program: Members Slide Show 
Please see above for details.

Saturday, April 23, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Aullwood Native Plant Sale. 
At the Aullwood Farm, 9101 Frederick Pike. Call 890-7360 for details.

Saturday, April 23, 8:30 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Shawnee Prairie and Nature Center. 
Leader: Nancy Nerny. Meet in the upper Ridge Ave. parking lot of the Boonshoft 
Museum to car pool to Greenville's Shawnee Prairie. At 9:30, we'll meet Steve Miller 
there to visit the nature park's varied habitats. They have some unique wetlands where 
we may find new birds for our yearly list! Afterwards, we will lunch at C.J. High 
Marks restaurant at noon, the return to tour the Nature Center or just bird watch 
along the way home. For more info, contact Nancy (278-4022.)

Friday-Saturday, April 29-30 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see above for details.

Sunday, May 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Fort St. Clair State Memorial, Eaton. 
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Because of the good areas of both upland and riparian woods, and because the timing 
of this walk is during prime migration, Leader Daryl Michael (687-1480) hopes for a 
very good selection of passerine migrants, particularly wood warblers. Take U.S. 35 
west from Dayton, or U.S. 127 south from I-70 to Eaton, go west on S.R. 122, and follow 
the signs to the State Memorial. Meet Daryl in the main picnic area. If you like to 
explore new areas, this will be a great trip for you! 

DAS Grant to Brukner Nature Center

On Tuesday, March 1, the Dayton Audubon Society awarded a grant of $200 to the 
Brukner Nature Center in Troy, Ohio to assist them in updating the Center's nature 
library, particularly to develop a section for children's nature books. Brukner is a 
privately funded, non-profit nature preserve dedicated to environmental education and 
wildlife rehabilitation. They have had a long, fruitful relationship with Dayton 
Audubon, and DAS was proud to assist them in this new effort. Projects and Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer, along with Board members Lee Hall and Mike Coogan, presented 
the award to Brukner Administrators Debra and Bob Brill.

 

Lee Hall presents a check to Debra Brill 
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Germantown MetroPark 
Amazing Birds Festival

Saturday, May 21, Noon - 3:30 p.m., 
Germantown MetroPark Morning Glory Shelter, 6910 Boomershine Road. 
Come to a celebration of birds! The festival will feature presentations of "Live Hawks 
and Owls" by The Raptor Center of Glen Helen Ecology Institute at 12:30 p.m. with, 
and "Wings of Flight" by the Columbus Zoo at 2 p.m. The Wings of Flight program 
present some of the Avian wonders of the world, including colorful talking parrots, as 
well as bird training techniques. Other festival highlights include National Audubon 
Society displays and hands-on birding tools. Food, fun children's activities, and nature 
center tours will round out your day. For details call 855-7717.

Pre-Festival Bird Walks 
9 a.m. (3 hrs), 10 a.m. (2 hrs), and 11 a.m. (1 hr) 
Germantown MetroPark, designated an Important Bird Area by the National Audubon 
Society, is the place to be for great birds this day. Join in one of our morning bird 
watching hikes and then stay for the festival. All hikes will meet at the nature center 
and end at noon on the festival grounds. Families are especially welcome at the 10 and 
11 a.m. walks. Bring binoculars. Reservations requested: call 855-7717. 

Ohio Senators Split on Opening Arctic Refuge to Oil Drilling.

On March 16 the U.S. Senate voted to include a provision in the FY2006 federal budget 
that would open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil drilling. The vote was 51 in 
favor of drilling, 49 against.

Once again, Ohio Sen. Mike DeWine voted against drilling. And once again, Ohio Sen. 
George Voinovich voted to open the refuge to drilling. Voinovich's vote was not 
decisive. Had he joined DeWine in opposing drilling, the vote would have been 50-50, 
and Vice President Cheney would have then presumably cast a deciding tie-breaking 
vote in favor of drilling.

Drilling will not start tomorrow, and there may still be opportunities to prevent it. The 
House did not include drilling in its version of the budget, so it will have to survive a 
conference committee between the House and the Senate. Efforts will undoubtedly be 
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made to send a message to oil companies through the marketplace, shareholder actions, 
and otherwise to discourage them from bidding on leases, and legal challenges to 
drilling could delay it for years.

To send a message to Senator DeWine thanking him for his stance, write to 140 Russell 
Senate Building, Washington DC 20510, phone 202-224-2315, or e-mail him through his 
website, dewine.senate.gov. 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, 
and one of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's 
Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating 
classrooms four packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological 
topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers,and pond life. The packets 
contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a 
teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has 
been used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun 
as well as educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously 
enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, 
please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures 
is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 
students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, 
shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who 
can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who 
might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find 
deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and 
other adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology 
workshops in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the 
woodland community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these 
days, they are still especially popular with teachers. If you 
know of a dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us 
know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed 
in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot 
offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals 
in fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted 
to scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental 
law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of 
birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or 
people you think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To 
recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom 
Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. 
You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. 
We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of 
your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to 
the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, 
please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton 
Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-
5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to 
education, the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help 
and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in 
order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help 
in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon 
Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You 
can also call DAS President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us 
at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of 
the Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your 
newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 

Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton 
Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or 

join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to June. See you there! 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

May 2005

Volume 68  - No. 3 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

May is the busiest time of the year for bird watching, and we have a lot of Field Trips 
for you to choose from, including four over the Mother's Day Weekend! This is the 
typical peak of migration in our area, and a great time to get out and discover some of 
our avian residents and migrants. Be sure to bring your mother or significant other!

Calendar

Friday-Saturday, April 29-30 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see below for details.

Sunday, May 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Fort St. Clair State Memorial, Eaton. 
Because of the good areas of both upland and riparian woods, and because the timing 
of this walk is during prime migration, Leader Daryl Michael (687-1480) hopes for a 
very good selection of passerine migrants, particularly wood warblers. Take U.S. 35 
west from Dayton, or U.S. 127 south from I-70 to Eaton, go west on S.R. 122, and 
follow the signs to the State Memorial. Meet Daryl in the main picnic area. If you like 
to explore new areas, this will be a great trip for you!

Friday-Sunday, May 6-8 
Field Trip: Tar Hollow State Park 
Join Gem City Birders at Tar Hollow State Park, where you can either camp in the 
park or stay in a nearby Chillicothe motel. You'll meet Tom Hissong and his Spring 
Ornithology class at 8:00 a.m. Saturday (International Bird Migration Day) at the 
park's primitive group campsite to begin the walk. Contact Nancy (278-4022) for 
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information about accommodations and carpooling.

Saturday, May 7, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Twin Creek MetroPark. 
A wild and beautiful new MetroPark, Twin Creek offers an abundance of birds and 
plants. Come explore the well-marked trails at Twin Creek with Merle Carr (258-
9576). From Dayton, take SR4 south past Germantown and the junction of SR123 to 
Eby Road. Turn left and meet in the parking lot on Eby Road.

Sunday, May 8, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
The most passerine migrants usually pass through the Dayton area during the first 
and second weeks of May, and Englewood MetroPark is always an outstanding place 
to look for them! Plan now to join Chris Vickers. (890-9633) to search for migrant 
wood warblers. Take US 40 west from I-75 (north of Dayton). Meet in the parking lot 
at the east end of Englewood dam on US 40 (between the Dayton International 
Airport and the city of Englewood). Please wear shoes or boots suitable for muddy 
terrain.

Sunday, May 8, 8:30 A.M. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
Back by popular demand - a spring walk through Sugarcreek MetroPark - the best 
place for Parula Warblers!! This should be a gorgeous day to look for Yellow-
throated Warblers and others. Perhaps we'll be lucky enough again to see the Broad-
winged Hawk! Meet leader James Tarkany at the Conference Road parking lot. 
Afterward, we'll have brunch at Blueberry's in Bellbrook (formerly the Premier 
House).

Tuesday, May 11, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, May 14, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark. 
Germantown MetroPark is one of the area's most beautiful reserves, and an 
Audubon Ohio Important Bird Area. At this spring date, one can expect some of the 
later and more elusive migrants, such as Mourning and Connecticut Warblers, and 
some of the uncommon breeding birds of our area like Kentucky Warbler, Prairie 
Warbler, or Louisiana Waterthrush. Meet Mike Coogan (438-5688) at the 
Interpretive Center on Boomershine Road west of Germantown; turn north on 
Boomershine from SR 725 and watch for the sign.
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Friday-Sunday, May 13-15  
Lake Erie Birding Trip 
Gem City Birders are sponsoring this trip to Ottawa Wildlife Refuge/Crane Creek 
State Park to witness the northern migration on Lake Erie's shore. Call Nancy Nerny 
(278-4022) for info about directions or accommodations.

Sunday, May 15, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar's Creek Gorge. 
Just below the dam at the southern end of Caesar's Creek Lake, Caesar's Creek 
Gorge State Nature Preserve features a 180-foot deep gorge with trails leading from 
the base of the dam to the Little Miami River two miles away. At this prime time of 
the year, the flood plain forest should be teeming with resident and migrant species of 
birds. Take I-75 south to SR 73. East through Waynesville. After crossing US 42, go 
about 1 mile, then right on Clarksville Road. Follow 2-3 miles to park road on the 
right. Go down the hill into the Gorge to meet leader Dick Balk (886-0092) in the 
parking lot below the dam.

Saturday, May 21, 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Germantown MetroPark Bird Festival. 
See article below.

Please note: DAS will not have a meeting/program this month (May 2005). 

Friday-Sunday, June 3-5 
Kirtland's Warbler Birding Trip, Michigan. 
Need to add new birds to your life list? This is the place to do it! Aullwood's Tom 
Hissong is again offering his Kirtland's Warbler - North Woods birding trip, 
sponsored by Gem City Birders. Travel with Tom to see Loons, Bitterns, Golden-
winged Warbler, and Clay-colored Sparrows, just to name a few. Call Tom at 890-
7360 to receive a brochure or make a reservation.

Sunday, June 5, 6:30 a.m. 
Breeding Bird Census at Aullwood. 
The 49th annual count of birds at our local Aullwood Audubon Center. Breeding 
birds will be in full swing, and song should abound early in the morning. Meet at the 
Aullwood Audubon Center in Englewood Take US 40 west from I-75 north of 
Dayton; turn south at the east end of the dam (between the Dayton International 
Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left.

Wednesday, June 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Annual Meeting. Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue. Includes election of officers for 2005-2006. More details will be in the next 
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Yellow Warbler. 

Birdathon

Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon will take place from 5:00 p.m. Friday, April 29, 
until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 30. Teams of DAS birders will be counting bird 
species in a 24-hour period, all to raise funds for important local environmental 
work. Again this year, the money we collect will be divided between Aullwood and 
the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. Both organizations are dedicated to the 
education of children and the preservation of natural habitat right here in the greater 
Dayton area.

To make a pledge, or to help raise pledges from your friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers, call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914 for more information. This year, as a 
bonus incentive, a $20 or more pledge to Birdathon will earn the donor a one-year 
membership to National Audubon/Dayton Audubon. 

Germantown MetroPark 
Amazing Birds Festival 

Come to a celebration of birds on Saturday, May 21, from noon to 3:30 p.m. 
Germantown MetroPark will hold its annual Amazing Birds Festival at the Morning 
Glory Shelter, 6910 Boomershine Road. The festival will feature presentations of 
"Live Hawks and Owls" by The Raptor Center of Glen Helen Ecology Institute at 
12:30 p.m. with, and "Wings of Flight" by the Columbus Zoo at 2 p.m. The Wings of 
Flight program will present some of the Avian wonders of the world, including 
colorful talking parrots, as well as bird training techniques. Other festival highlights 
include National Audubon Society displays and hands-on birding tools. Food, fun 
children's activities, and nature center tours will round out your day. For details call 
855-7717. 
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Pre-Festival Bird Walks 
9 a.m. (3 hrs), 10 a.m. (2 hrs), and 11 a.m. (1 hr) 
Germantown MetroPark, designated an Important Bird Area by the National 
Audubon Society, is the place to be for great birds this day. Join in one of our 
morning bird watching hikes and then stay for the festival. All hikes will meet at the 
nature center and end at noon on the festival grounds. Families are especially 
welcome at the 10 and 11 a.m. walks. Bring binoculars. Reservations requested: call 
855-7717. 

Memberships Awarded

Congratulations to Theresa Williams, Donna Lewis, and Kevin Brown, the newest 
members of National Audubon/Dayton Audubon Society. They received their 
memberships in a door-prize drawing at the January 16 DAS meeting. DAS will 
award single-year memberships to non-members at all of our meetings in the coming 
year. If you have a friend or a relative who is interested in joining, bring them to the 
next program!

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. 
To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers 
whose numbers are listed on the Organization web page. Better yet, come to a 
meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June (except May). See 
you there! 

Audubon Ohio Southwest Ohio 
Regional Training Conference 

On Saturday, June 11, National Audubon's Audubon Ohio office will hold its second 
regional training conference of the year, and first ever in Southwest Ohio, at the 
Brukner Nature Center near Troy, Ohio. The conference will include training for 
chapter leaders, water issue activists, and Audubon At Home enthusiasts. Details on 
this conference will appear in the next Yellow Warbler, or you can check their web 
site at www.audubonohio.org. 
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Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the back page. A simple 
commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through 
education, and one of the best environmental education tools is National 
Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to 
participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers,
and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, 
and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 
5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, 
please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of 
up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, 
shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals 
who can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone 
who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us 
find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers 
and other adults to attend National Audubon's summer 
ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and 
the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these 
days, they are still especially popular with teachers. If you 
know of a dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us 
know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally 
endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though 
we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach 
academic goals in fields that further the cause of 
environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship 
recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other 
connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or 
people you think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To 
recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom 
Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.
net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect 
on ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton 
area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after 
other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift 
planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to 
education, the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help 
and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in 
order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to 
help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon 
Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You 
can also call DAS President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail 
us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of 
the Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your 
newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 

Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the 
Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a 

meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to June. See you there! 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon Society 

Summer (June, July, August} 2005

Volume 68  - No. 3 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH 
45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

DAS Annual Meeting

Dayton Audubon's 2005 Annual Meeting will take place on June 15 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 
East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.. This will be a casual, pleasant evening, and a 
good opportunity to meet other members and to hear from Officers and Directors about what has 
happened with DAS in the past year and what is expected in the future. We will also elect Officers and 
Directors for the coming year. 

Elections
        The Nominating Committee has recommended the following candidates:
   President: Dick Balk
   1st Vice President: Merle Carr
   2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan
   Treasurer: Todd Jergens
   Recording Secretary: Betty Leve
   Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp
   Directors - term expires 2008:
      Mike Coogan
      Lee Hall
      Sue Tackett
   Director - term expires 2006:
      Mike Boyd

Other nominations will be presented by the committee at the meeting, and nominations from the floor 
will also be accepted. 

We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. 
Parking is free. Please join us! 
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Audubon Leadership Workshop at Hog Island Camp

August 14-20, 2005

Hog Island, ME - The inaugural "Audubon Leadership Workshop" at the Hog Island Audubon Camp 
from August 14-20, 2005 still has openings for participants. Designed especially for active Chapter 
leaders, to build and deepen your expertise and ability to enhance Audubon's effectiveness at all levels, 
workshop sessions will be led by top-level State and National Audubon program staff and thoroughly 
experienced Chapter staff and volunteers. Participants will enjoy a combination of daily workshops, 
special presentations, and lively discussions, as well as the traditional Maine field trips, serenity, and 
fine food that are hallmarks of the Hog Island Camp.

Daily sessions will include an in-depth focus on key Audubon conservation programs including IBAs, 
Audubon at Home, Centers and Education and citizen science, as well as State-Chapter partnership 
opportunities, fundraising, leadership development and training.

Due to the popularity of the Workshop, an additional number of special National scholarships of $200 
per person have been added for registrants with a matching scholarship from her/his local Chapter. (A 
$250 tuition reduction by Maine Audubon is already included in the price to all workshop registrants.) 

   * Dates: August 14-20, 2005
   * Session fee: 
      -    Per participant without National/Chapter scholarship aid: $700 
      -    Per participant with National Scholarship and Matching Chapter 
Scholarship: $300

To register, call Maine Audubon's registrar, Linda Ledoux, toll free at 888/325-5261 x215. For more 
information on Audubon Camps and Workshops, visit the web site: http://www.audubon.org/educate/
cw/index.php. 

New Record of Endangered Dragonfly Discovered By Audubon Ohio Staff 
Member
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On May 15th, while exploring parts of the Crown City Wildlife Area and Wayne National 
Forest, Audubon Ohio staff member Casey Tucker accidentally discovered a previously 
undocumented population of a state endangered dragonfly species. The dragonfly, known as 
the Blue Corporal (Ladona deplanata), is characterized by two brown streaks at the base of 
each wing, and two blue-white stripes on the thorax. These blue-white stripes are where the 
species derives its common name because they resemble the two stripes that typically are 
indicative of the rank of corporal in various military branches.

The Blue Corporal has only previously been recorded in Butler, Warren, Vinton, Athens, 
and Hocking counties. Tucker's discovery is a new record of the species in Lawrence County 
and may be the most southern record of this species in Ohio. The species ranges south to 
Florida, west to Texas and Kansas, and north to Connecticut.

Tucker, a member of the Ohio Odonata Society, was familiar with the species in Butler 
county where he studied Blue Corporals with Dr. Jan Trybula, an Odonate expert now at 
SUNY Potsdam. As a result, he recognized the Lawrence County individuals quickly and 
alerted several members of the Ohio Odonata Society, who confirmed his identification of 
the species and its listing as a new county record for the state.

Blue Corporals typically are found in spring and early summer around sand-bottomed lakes 
or ponds. It is related to another state endangered species, the Chalk-fronted Corporal 
(Ladona julia) which has been recorded from a handful of counties in the northern part of 
Ohio. 

State Senator Tim Grendell Introduces New Bill to Privatize Lake Erie Shore

Just when you thought it was safe to go back down to the beach, State Sen. Tim Grendell 
(Chesterland) has introduced a new bill, S.B. 127, that would forfeit Ohio's public trust on 
the Lake Erie shore in favor of nearby private landowners.

Under state and federal law, Ohio has always held the waters of Lake Erie within its 
boundaries, and the lands underneath them up to the ordinary high water mark, in trust for 
its citizens. Because the Lake is usually at a level below the ordinary high water level, there 
are exposed sections of beach between that level and the water's edge that are open to the 
public. These areas can be used to stroll, fish, watch birds, beach kayaks, or just enjoy a 
beautiful sunset.

In the last General Assembly, Grendell, then a State Representative, introduced a bill, H.B. 
218, to have Ohio give control over the beach below the ordinary high water mark to 
adjoining landowners, so that they could exclude other citizens from the beach. The bill 
passed the House, but died in Senate Committee after Audubon Ohio and other groups 
exposed the numerous flaws in the legislation during testimony before the Senate 
Environment Committee.
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Shortly after the bill died, a group of lakefront landowners files suits in the Lake County 
Court of Common Pleas, seeking a determination that they owned the land to, and in some 
instances beyond, the water's edge, and could exclude the public from it. Those suits have 
since been consolidated and removed to federal court in Cleveland, where they are now 
pending.

Grendell, an attorney, was apparently not willing to wait for the courts to resolve the legal 
issues raised in the suits. Rather, on April 18 he introduced his new bill. The bill not only 
contains language that could allow lakefront owners to keep the public off the Lake Erie 
shore, but also contains an open-ended expansion of the owners' so-called "littoral rights," 
which previously were limited to a right to build a wharf out into the Lake so they could get 
a boat into the Lake. In light of the pendency of litigation to resolve the question of the extent 
of the state's public trust rights, its is not clear whether the General Assembly will allow 
Grendell's bill to move forward. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do you 
wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you know is 
interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President Dick Balk, or 
any of the officers or Board members listed on the back page. A simple commitment of time, 
with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of the 
best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. 
Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a 
different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers,and 
pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and other items, 
including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been 
used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as 
educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If 
you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you 
would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost 
for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up 
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to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in 
our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read 
on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults 
to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind 
River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, 
and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they 
are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic 
elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters 
ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the 
Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS 
member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively 
Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach 
academic goals in fields that further the cause of environmentalism and 
conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific 
fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program 
is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary 
classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. 
You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you 
consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder 
of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone 
Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the 
natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks 
of the membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If 
you would like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
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     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President 
Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find 
out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers 
are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a 

meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on 
the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim Arnold at 937-862-

4437 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

September 2005

Volume 68  - No. 5 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

Beaver Creek Wetlands

The Beaver Creek Wetlands Association is an organization dedicated to preserving 
wetlands and other natural habitats along the Big Beaver Creek in Greene County. 
Founded initially to block planned construction of a golf course across this 
ecologically rare and sensitive area, BCWA has grown and thrived, and is now one of 
the premier land trust organizations in the Midwest. The Dayton Audubon Society is 
proud to have been instrumental in both the founding of and ongoing support for 
BCWA, and we are pleased to welcome them to present a program at our September 
members' meeting.

The program will take place on September 21, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.
m. We meet in the the main auditorium; you can enter through the front doors and 
elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their friends. 
Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on 
your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar
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Following is a list of this month's activities. Please see the Field Trip Schedule for 
detailed descriptions of field trips in September and beyond.

Saturday, September 10, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark.

Sunday, September 11, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

Sunday, September 11, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

Tuesday, September 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Five Rivers MetroParks Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, September 17, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Cox Arboretum MetroPark.

Sunday, September 18, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area.

Wednesday, September 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Featuring Beaver Creek Wetlands program. Please see above for details.

Saturday, September 24, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark.

Sunday, September 25, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Beaver Creek Wetlands.

Saturday, October 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Possum Creek MetroPark.

Congressman Regula Comes Through Again for the Wayne National 
Forest.
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Ohio Congressman Ralph Regula (Navarre) included a $600,000 appropriation in the 
FY2006 Land and Water Conservation Fund budget for the Wayne National Forest 
to purchase a portion of the 4,118 acre Ironton Forest (Cambria Tract) in northern 
Lawrence County.

This is the first land acquisition appropriation for the Wayne in recent memory. 
Although the President included funding in his proposed budget for the Wayne, the 
House and Senate included nothing in their versions. But due to Congressman 
Regula's strong negotiating, the House-Senate Conference Committee re-inserted the 
funding. It is extremely rare for this to happen, even when the economy is strong.

Congressman Regula, the most senior member of the House Appropriations 
Committee, has a long history of coming through in the clutch with funding for 
Ohio's natural resources. His efforts have protected not only key sections of the 
Wayne but also key sections of the Cuyahoga Valley National Park.

Please join Audubon in thanking Congressman Regula for his continued leadership 
of increasing the size of Ohio's only National Forest. His Legislative Aide, Rick 
Limardo (who has worked for two years on this appropriation), is planning on 
bundling any letters received and presenting them to Congressman Regula. So, if you 
are so inclined, please send a thank-you note to: The Honorable Ralph Regula, House 
of Representatives, 2306 Rayburn HOB, Washington, D.C. 20515, Attn: Rick 
Limardo. Email and phone calls are great too - but those are harder to present to the 
Congressman (Phone number is 202-225-3876. The fax number is 202-225-3059. 
Rick's email is rick.limardo@mail.house.gov .)

With support, hopefully Congressman Regula will continue to fight for funding more 
Wayne land acquisitions.

For more on the Ironton Forest, see: 
www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/ohio/press/press1722.html 

Your Help Needed to Save Arctic Refuge!
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The fight over the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is heating up - YOUR HELP 
NEEDED IN SEPTEMBER! Audubon is making a big push to save the pristine 
wilderness in Alaska from destructive oil drilling, and you can help! After 25 years of 
fighting, our last best chance to protect the refuge will be in the House of 
Representatives on a vote quickly approaching in September. In August, members of 
Congress that will be casting deciding votes will be back home talking with their 
constituents - like you! All Audubon chapters and Audubon members around the 
country will be using this opportunity to weigh in with their members of Congress 
and fight at this critical time for one of the most pristine places left in America!

Please make a point to call, write or e-mail your elected officials today! Every 
member of Congress will be voting on this measure and right now, it's too close to 
call. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web 
page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom
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One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and 
one of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon 
Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four 
packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal 
communication, wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional 
material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are 
geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th 
grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon 
Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact 
Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, 
and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in 
the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community 
of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
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Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. 
Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; 
other connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, 
apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS 
Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy
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A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We 
ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, 
or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, 
the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from 
the ranks of the membership are needed in order for the organization to 
reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 
E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS 
President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the 
Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter 

automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one 
of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society 

Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you 

there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim Arnold at 

937-862-4437 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

October/November 2005

Volume 68  - No. 6 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

October Membership Meeting: Brukner Nature Center

The Brukner Nature Center is a privately funded, non-profit nature preserve near 
Troy, Ohio, dedicated to environmental education and wildlife rehabilitation. Dayton 
Audubon has had a long, fruitful relationship with Brukner, and we are pleased to 
hold our first meeting/program there on October 19. Brukner Administrators Debra 
and Bob Brill will lead a tour of the facility and the grounds, give us a history of the 
center, and fill us in on what's new.

The program will take place from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at Brukner Nature Center, 
5995 Horseshoe Bend Road, Troy, Ohio, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. This is a 
meeting you won't want to miss, especially those DAS members in the northern 
Miami Valley. Everyone is encouraged to attend and bring their friends. 
Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on 
your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

November Membership Meeting: Meet Our Grant Recipients
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The Dayton Audubon Society is committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering annual financial scholarships and grants to individuals who 
we feel can make a difference in our community. At our November 16 program, you 
will have an opportunity to meet some of our recent grant and scholarship recipients.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the the main auditorium; you can 
enter through the front doors and elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to 
attend and bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. 
Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Audubon Adventures Now Meshes With State Academic Achievement 
Standards

Audubon Adventures, Audubon's premier education program for students in grades 
three through five, just got better. Audubon has released its first analysis of the 
current year's Audubon Adventures publications that ties those publications directly 
to the Ohio state academic achievement standards.

Audubon Adventures is a program through which elementary school teachers receive 
a kit of materials that can be used for ongoing nature-based education programs 
during the school year. The chief component of the kit is a set of four periodicals that 
can be distributed to students over the course of the year. The kit also contains 
guidelines for complementary learning activities. Periodicals for the current 
academic year are entitled "The Watery World of Waterbirds", "Real Live Dragons 
and Damsels", "The Nature of Spiders" and "Turtles: Armored Reptiles."

In recent years, placement of Audubon Adventures kits has become more difficult 
because of increasing pressure on teachers to conform classroom content to the Ohio 
state academic achievement standards. Teachers tell chapters that they just don't 
have time to teach materials unless they are directly related to the achievement 
standards.

To solve this problem, Audubon has just released a new guidance document that ties 
each item in the Audubon Adventures kit to specific sections of the academic 
achievement standards, and demonstrates that use of the Audubon Adventures kits 
can be consistent with state achievement standards.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
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schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon 
Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact 
Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, 
and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students. 

Calendar

Saturday, October 15, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Lake. 
Located southeast of the metro Dayton area, Caesar Creek State Park has many 
different habitats available for birding, including (besides the lake itself) wetlands, 
fields, and woodlots. Over the years a long list of birds has been sighted here. If the 
weather has cooperated, there could still be some southbound passerine migrants 
around in addition to the numerous local avian residents. Meet John and Karen 
Shrader (436-3664) at the large beach parking lot (please note change in meeting 
place from prior fieldtrips.) To get to Caesar Creek, go south on I-75 to SR 73, then 
east past Waynesville. Where the road widens to four lanes (just before crossing the 
lake), turn left and follow the signs to the beach.

Sunday, October 16, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
If you haven't gone birding in this corner of Dayton, you are in for a big surprise! 
Come take a look at Sycamore State Park with DAS Treasurer Todd Jergens (837-
4302). Northwest of Dayton in the city of Trotwood, the meadows, woodlots, and 
ponds and creeks of Sycamore State Park provide an excellent place to look for birds 
and other wildlife. The huge sycamores lining the banks of Wolf Creek give the park 
its name. To get to Sycamore State Park, take US 35 west from Dayton about 6 miles 
to Snyder Road, then right (north) 3-1/2 miles to Wolf Creek Pike; turn left to the 
parking lot a short distance down the road on the right side.

Saturday, October 22, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
Englewood MetroPark has a large variety of habitats that make it one of the best all 
around birding spots in the Greater Miami Valley. In fact, any time in the fall at 
Englewood can be very productive. Plan now to join Barbara Keegan and Jennifer 
Monahan (435-0707) for a great fall morning of birding. Take US 40 west from I-75 
(north of Dayton). Meet in the parking lot at the east end of Englewood dam on US 
40 (between the Dayton International Airport and the city of Englewood). Please 
wear shoes or boots suitable for muddy terrain.
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Sunday, October 23, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield has a number of habitats to explore, including 
a deep-water lake, shallow inlets, beach, seasonal mudflats, patches of woods, and 
grasslands. Fall waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants are all 
possible at CJ Brown Reservoir in mid-October, and you are invited to join DAS 
President Dick Balk (886-0092) to look for a variety of species. Take I-70 east to US 
68. North to SR 344, east to SR 4, south to Croft Road, east across the dam, to the 
state park entrance. Meet at the parking lot by the water north of the check-in 
station (north end of the beach.)

Sunday, November 13, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Our popular, traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what 
will be seen on this trip: waterfowl, shorebirds, few early winter birds, Black 
Vultures, Turkeys, and/or Sandhill Cranes. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a 
picnic lunch with you, and since it is now fall, bring a jacket in case the weather is a 
bit brisk! This is the trip for great birds AND fellowship! Take SR 725 west to 
Indiana 44 to Liberty. South on Rt. 101 to the state park sign. Meet Lee and Polly 
Hall (434-4531) at the park entrance. Don't forget your good luck "bear claw 
necklace"!

Sunday, December 31, 2005. 
81st DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Details in the next issue of The Yellow Warbler. 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon Launch New Version of eBird

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon announce the release of eBird 2.0, an 
updated version of the powerful Internet-based program currently used by 
thousands of birders. eBird is a free, user-friendly way for birders across North 
America to record, archive, and share their observations at any hour of the day. It is 
also an important tool for conservation, providing researchers with a comprehensive 
picture of the abundance and distribution of birds. The data come to life via eBird's 
colorful new interactive maps.

In addition to a completely new look and feel, eBird 2.0 has a streamlined data entry 
process and a suite of new output tools geared toward the interests of today's birders. 
On customized "My eBird" pages users can now view their life, state and county lists 
- all generated automatically as individual reports are entered.
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Begun in 2002, eBird is growing and changing as it builds a strong base of dedicated 
observers. eBird already supplies data to researchers across the country, and new 
ways to extract and interpret information will increase its value as a tool for bird 
conservation. In the coming years, eBird may have a role to play farther south in 
gathering information in the Caribbean, Central and South America.

To view eBird 2.0, go to eBird (http://www.ebird.org). 

Time to Watch for Colorful Caterpillars.

Now is the time to start checking the trees in your backyard for the caterpillars of 
Cecropia Moths (Hyalophora cecropia); one of north America's largest moths. This 
large, predominantly green caterpillar is covered with brightly colored nodules or 
tubercles that range in color from orange to yellow to bright blue. They're commonly 
found feeding on the leaves of a variety of different trees and shrubs including wild 
cherry, plum, elderberry, elm, maple, willow, beech, and poplar.

Cecropia Moths belong to a group of moths collectively known as giant silkworm 
moths (family Saturniidae) which are some of the most visually striking moths of 
Ohio, both as caterpillars and as adults. In late summer and early fall Cecropia Moth 
larvae begin to spin cocoons in which they'll spend the winter. In the spring and 
summer they emerge from their cocoons as adult moths that are recognized by their 
rufous color, six inch wingspan, and large dark eye-spots on the hindwings.

Unfortunately, Cecropia Moths and other native silkworm moths have been on the 
decline due to a small parasitoid fly that was introduced to control invasive Gypsy 
Moths. The parasitoid lays its eggs on the large larvae of native silk moths, and then 
the fly larvae eat the caterpillar from the inside out. However, Gypsy Moths, a host 
species for the parasitoid fly, have declined recently as the result of a fungus 
infestation and this decline may be benefiting native silkworm moths. With fewer 
Gypsy Moths to play host to the parasitoid flies, there are less flies to parasitize 
native silkworm moths.

Be on the lookout for the Cecropia Moth and other silkworm moth caterpillars in 
your own backyard as a way of gauging the health of your home habitat. 

Get Involved!
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Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the environment? Do 
you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or someone you 
know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, please contact President 
Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board members listed on the Organization web 
page. A simple commitment of time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and 
one of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon 
Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four 
packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal 
communication, wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional 
material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are 
geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th 
grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and 
participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon 
Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact 
Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, 
and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

DAS Scholarships Available
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in part, shows 
that commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other 
adults to attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in 
the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community 
of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, 
they are still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a 
dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to 
youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students 
through the Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in 
memory of DAS member Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a 
lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in 
fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. 
Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; 
other connections, such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was 
established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The 
goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers 
for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their 
habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, 
apply for scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS 
Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on 
ecological concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We 
ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, 
or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please 
phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, 
the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from 
the ranks of the membership are needed in order for the organization to 
reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 
E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS 
President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the 
Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter 

automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one 
of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society 

Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler 
Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you 

there! 
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Dayton Audubon Society

"The Yellow Warbler"

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon 
Society 

Winter 2005-2006

Volume 68  - No. 7 
 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, OH 45414-5398

Yellow Warbler   

Photo by Jim Simpson 

 

The officers and directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish 
everyone a joyful holiday season and a happy and prosperous 
new year. 

 Christmas Bird Count  

On Christmas Day in 1900, 27 New England conservationists organized a 
bird count to protest a traditional, organized hunting competition known 
as the "holiday side hunt." Instead of shooting birds, they would simply 
observe and count them, and record what they saw and heard. The 
Christmas Bird Count tradition spread across the country, and now 
every holiday season thousands of participants take to the fields and 
woods to record the wintering bird species. The data collected over the 
years has provided useful and interesting information on early winter 
distribution patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional 
fluctuations), and serves as a valid indicator of the overall health of the 
environment.

The 82nd Dayton Audubon Christmas Bird Count, which has been 
affiliated with the National Audubon Christmas count since 1923, will 
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take place on Saturday, December 31, 2005 (please note: Saturday, not 
Sunday). Local participants, in 12 teams, will attempt to identify and 
count all of the birds in 12 areas (see below) located within a 15-mile 
diameter area centered at the intersection of Needmore Road and 
Webster Street.

Everyone is welcome to participate, so find the team below that you 
would like to join. Feeder watchers can also participate if the feeder is 
within the count area, and if the results are reported at or before the 
compilation meeting.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on 
Tuesday, January 3, at 7:15 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 
Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot participate in the count itself, you are 
invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments will be 
served, and many interesting sightings and amusing tales will be told.

Grab your binoculars, dress warmly, and come out for the fun. We 
always have a great time no matter what the weather. If you have any 
questions, please contact Dick Balk at 886-0092.

Christmas Bird Count Areas and Leaders

Aullwood Audubon 
Center and Farm, 

Dayton 
Airport 

Ray Corder 833-4177 

Carriage Hill 
MetroPark 

Mike Coogan 438-
5688 

 

Charleston Falls 
Reserve 

Bruce Boedeker 667-
7269 

Cricket Holler 

Jim Williams 342-
9472 

Downtown Parks, 
Leland 

Center, Boonshoft 
Museum, Miami 

River 
North, Wolf Creek 

Dick Balk 886-0092

Eastwood Lake, 
Huffman 

Reservoir, Mad 
River 

Dave Nolin 432-0266 
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Englewood 
MetroPark 

Betty Berry 836-3022

Hills and Dales 
Park, Old 

River, Carillon 
Park, 

Calvary Cemetery, 
Miami 

River South 

Daryl Michael 687-
1480 

Taylorsville 
MetroPark 

Tom Hissong 890-
7360 

Woodland 
Cemetery 

Jim and Annette 
Arnold 

862-4437 

Wright State 
University, 

Hilltop Gravel Pit 

Mike Triplett 767-
4341

Wright-Patterson 
AFB 

Charlotte Mathena 
433-2167 

Georgia On My Mind

Our January 18, 2006 DAS meeting will feature our peripatetic birders 
Dr. John Shrader and Karen Shrader. They will describe and show slides 
from their recent journey through the Republic of Georgia, including 
birding in the Caucasus Mountains. 

Beyond the House Sparrow

North America's Splendid Sparrows
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On February 15, 2006, Naturalist Kristen Marks of Centerville-
Washington Township Parks will help prepare us for another year of 
good birding with a program to help identify, by both sight and sound, 
the many species of sparrows found in our area and beyond. If you've 
ever been frustrated by these LBJs, this is the program for you.

Both of the above programs will take place at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 
1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Our meetings 
are held in the main auditorium; you can enter through the front doors 
and take the elevator or stairs. Everyone is encouraged to attend and 
bring their friends. Refreshments will be served, and parking is free. 
Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so you won't forget! 

Calendar

Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Sunday, December 31, 2005 
81st DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Tuesday, January 3, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. Please see above.

Tuesday, January 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.

Wednesday, January 18, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Georgia on My Mind" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Please see the 
article above.

Tuesday, February 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Harrigan Auto Center Reserve, 475 Congress Park Dr.
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Wednesday, February 15, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Beyond the House Sparrow" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Please see the 
article above.

Saturday, February 25, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: 18th Annual Oxbow Miami River. 
Our annual walk at this excellent area where the Great Miami River 
meets the Ohio, west of Cincinnati. Always well worth the hour drive 
down. If the river is up, many waterfowl species, migrating shorebirds, 
herons, and raptors can be expected. Take I-75 south to I-275 west. Exit 
at US 50 to Lawrenceburg just before the Ohio River bridge. Left at the 
traffic light on US 50 towards Lawrenceburg. Right just after parking for 
riverboat gambling (just before Ford dealership) on Rudolph Way, then 
about 1/3 mile to Gardens Alive; park east of the building. Please bring a 
lunch, and your scope if you have one. Leader: Jim Simpson (433-3649). 

Audubon Helps Kill Arctic Drilling -- Again

Conservationists won a major victory during the second week in 
November when a provision authorizing oil drilling in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge was stripped from the federal budget reconciliation bill. 
While negotiations on the bill continue, Audubon's DC Policy Office is 
confident that the drilling provision will not surface again during the 
current budget cycle for the Fiscal Year 2006 budget.

Drilling proponents have been trying for years to open the Refuge by 
inserting language in the so-called "budget reconciliation bill." Unlike 
other legislation, the budget bill is not subject to filibuster in the Senate, 
so it is much harder to stop anti-environmental measures when they are 
inserted in it. This year drilling proponents succeeded for the first time in 
getting drilling authorization language into both the House and Senate 
versions of the budget bill. The language came out, however, when 
moderate Republicans in the House threatened to withhold support for 
the budget bill so long as the drilling language remained in it.

No member of the House of Representatives from Ohio played a 
leadership role in getting the House to remove the drilling language from 
the budget bill. Ohio's hero in this battle is still our senior Senator, Mike 
DeWine. DeWine promised Audubon Ohio two years ago that he would 
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vote against drilling in the ANWR no matter how it came to the floor, and 
he has been true to his word and unshakeable.

The arctic drilling issue never truly dies. In a few months Congress will 
begin work on the Fiscal Year 2007 federal budget, and we will be dealing 
with this issue all over again. For the moment, however, the Refuge is safe 
- thanks in part to the efforts of Audubon members all over Ohio in 
writing and calling their legislators to demand that the Refuge be 
protected. Great work, everyone! 

9th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count

Count for the Birds in America's Great Backyard, Feb 17-20, 2006

* No fee or registration required 
* All ages and skill levels welcome 
* Track results in real time online 
* Count in your backyard, balcony, schoolyard, park, wildlife 
refuge 
* Be a part of the network

Sponsored by National Audubon Society and Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology. Join with thousand of others to find out how many 
birds are being seen in your area and across the continent this 
winter. By participating in the Great Backyard Bird Count, you 
help document where birds are, and track changes in their 
numbers compared to previous years, helping scientists paint a 
picture of the state of birds this winter.

For more information, or to get started, go to http://www.
birdsource.org/gbbc/ 
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Ohio Senate Bill 193, introduced by Ohio State Senators Jeffry 
Armbruster (North Ridgeville), Gary Cates (West Chester), Larry 
Mumper (Marion), and Robert Spada (Parma Heights), would create a 
new Oil, Gas, and Timber Leasing Board that would have the exclusive 
authority to allow drilling for oil or gas, and/or harvesting of timber on a 
variety of public lands in Ohio. These lands may include nature 
preserves, state parks, state forests, and state historic or archeological 
sites. The Ohio Department of Natural Resources currently has the power 
to lease drilling rights and timber harvesting on state lands.

The bill would consider all state lands for proposed drilling, would limit 
appeals, and would require no specific review of environmental impacts 
or impacts to scenic or historical features. The bill's sponsors argue that 
we need the oil and gas for our energy future. 

Get Involved!

Are you fond of birding-related activities? Are you interested in the 
environment? Do you wish the Dayton Audubon Society offered more for 
YOU? Well, we can use you! 

DAS is always seeking new Officer and Director candidates. If you or 
someone you know is interested in helping to develop and lead your DAS, 
please contact President Dick Balk, or any of the officers or Board 
members listed on the Organization web page. A simple commitment of 
time, with a wealth of satisfaction! 
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One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through 
education, and one of the best environmental education tools is National 
Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides 
to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, 
wildflowers,and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, 
pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are 
geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used 
successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as 
well as educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously 
enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of 
area schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor 
Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class 
yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for 
Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed 
for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 
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Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers 
and other adults to attend National Audubon's summer 
ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and 
the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone 
these days, they are still especially popular with teachers. 
If you know of a dynamic elementary or secondary 
teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine 
to youngsters ages 10 through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college 
students through the Dively Scholarship Program, 
originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively 
Scholarship has helped both undergraduate and graduate 
students reach academic goals in fields that further the 
cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific 
fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant 
was established in memory of long-time DAS activist Bob 
Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote 
knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and,in 
part, shows that commitment by offering scholarships annually to 
individuals who can make a difference in our community. Perhaps you 
know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, if 
you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or 
people you think ought to be interested. Spread the word! To 
recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further 
information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom 
Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.
net. You can also write to 

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or e-mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting 
effect on ecological concerns and environmental education in the 
Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, 
a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after 
other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society. 

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift 
planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to 
Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, 
Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to 
education, the natural sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help 
and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in 
order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to 
help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your 
involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Birdathon

     __ Conservation
     __ Education
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon 
Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 
You can also call DAS President Dick Balk at 937-886-0092, or e-
mail us at 
audubon@dayton.net. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member 
of the Dayton area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive 
your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton 

Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed 
in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, 

come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of every month from 

September to June. See you there! 

Southwest Ohio Rare Bird Alert

937-640-BIRD (2473)

Includes updated information on DAS activities. 
To report unusual sightings, call Betty Berry at 937-836-3022, or Jim 

Arnold at 937-862-4437 
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