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Birdathon Coming Soon!

A springtime tradition!! Put it on your calendar NOW: Dayton Audubon's annual Birdathon 5:00 p.
m. Friday, April 26 until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 27. Teams of DAS birders will be counting bird 
species in a 24-hour period, all to raise funds for important local environmental work. Again this year, 
the money we collect will be divided between Aullwood and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association. 
Both organizations are dedicated to the education of children and the preservation of natural habitat 
right here in the greater Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now; if you would like to participate, to make a pledge, or to help raise 
pledges from your friends, neighbors, and coworkers, call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914 for more 
information.

The Birdathon Kick-off will once again be at Books and Co. in the Town and Country Shopping 
Center, on Wednesday, April 24, at 7:30 p.m. Tom Hissong, Education Coordinator at Aullwood, will 
present slides of various local birds, and recordings of bird vocalizations we might encounter during 
Birdathon.

Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Last year we were able to raise over $2,500 dollars for 
Aullwood and the BCWA; this year, we hope to do even better. Call today! More details will be in the 
next Yellow Warbler. 

Boonshoft Program
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Our DAS program for March will feature Mark Meister, Executive Director of the Dayton Society of 
Natural History, who oversees operations of the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery and the Sunwatch 
Indian Village.

Mark will discus the history of the museum, no doubt including the part played by DAS in keeping the 
museum alive and what it is today. This program should prove of interest not only to those who are 
new in the area, but will bring back memories of the early history of DAS and its support for an early 
struggle by the museum to survive.

The program will be held on March 20 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main 
entrance. As always, the general public is invited to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is 
free. 

E-Warbler

In order to save paper and postage, Dayton Audubon is considering the possibility of offering the 
Yellow Warbler electronically to any members who wish it. Although details have not been finalized, 
we would probably attach the newsletter to an e-mail.

We would like to know which members are interested in receiving the 7 or 8 issues a year in this 
fashion. Please send your reply to Yellow Warbler editor Mike Coogan at cooganm@dma.org. Any 
comments or suggestions would also be welcome.

As with our regular mailing list, all information will be held confidential by Dayton Audubon. Our 
policy remains that any mailing list information, electronic or otherwise, will not be given out for any 
reason.

Thank you for your responses. 

Calendar
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Tuesday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Wednesdays & Thursdays, March 6 & 7, 13 & 14, 6:30 p.m. 
Woodcock Walks at Aullwood. 
Leader: Tom Hissong (890-7360). 
Please see the Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Wednesday, March 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Mark Meister, Executive Director of the Dayton Society of Natural History 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. 
Please see the article above for details.

Saturday, March 30, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir. 
Leaders: John and Karen Shrader (436-3664). 
Please see the Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, April 6, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Lima Reservoirs/Grand Lake St. Marys. 
Leader: Dave Dister (855-3013). 
Please see the Spring Field Trip Schedule for details.

Friday-Saturday, April 26-27, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see above for details.

Raptors at Boonshoft

The Boonshoft Museum of Discovery, 2600 DeWeese Parkway, is featuring a special exhibit about 
birds of prey, "Hunters of the Sky" through April 28th. Call 937-275-7431, or visit www.
boonshoftmuseum.org for more information. 

For the Archives

Dayton Audubon recently received a gift from Bruckner Nature Center of an historic collection of The 
Auk and Wilson's Bulletin magazines, with some issues dating to 1903 and carrying the stamp of DAS 
founder Ben Blincoe. Dayton Audubon will store this fine collection with our archives at the Dayton-
Montgomery County Public Library; any member interested in viewing them should contact Lee Hall 
at 937-434-4531. 
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In Memory

Dayton Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges donations and bequests recently received in the 
names of or from the estates of members who have recently passed away: Dick Bucher, Lt. Col. Larry 
Page, and Harriet Blankenbuehler.

Dick Bucher was a loyal Audubon member who served on the DAS Board for many years. Dick led 
field trips, opened his home for committee meetings, and arranged for the creation of our display 
banner. Dick also participated in the Adopt-A-Highway project, and enjoyed supplementing the field 
trip bird list with an extra stop here or there to add a needed species. We will miss him. 

January's Show and Tell

An unusually large crowd attended our annual Members Show and Tell program in January. We had 
actually advertised a butterfly program in the Yellow Warbler, but were forced to switch the January 
and February programs due to scheduling conflicts (the correction was posted on our website, http://
www. dayton.net/Audubon, and on the Rare Bird Alert, 937-640-2473)

Even when advertised, the Show and Tell Program has inconsistent attendance, but a large number of 
those in attendance participated, even though only three or four expected to, and everyone left with a 
smile and friendly "Good-Bye." Adding to the great diversity of subject matter was DAS junior 
member Joel Harvey, who reported on his adventures as a volunteer in the "live animal" room at 
Boonshoft and his advisory position with regard the museums bird feeding activities. Joel's mother 
Cecilia Budigare discussed her Cub Scout Den and their projected use of the DAS grant for a feeder 
project.

Thanks to Merle Carr and his favorite cook for the copious supply of cookies that supplemented the 
usual beverages and "choke-proof" pretzels brought by Lee Hall.

One old-timer suggested we advertise "butterflies" every month to attract such a great crowd. Several 
attendees were first timers and we hope that they will become members and attend future programs. 

Thanks!
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Occasionally, we like to extend a note of appreciation to the volunteers who have given their time to 
help put The Yellow Warbler in the mail. After the newsletters are printed, these dedicated members 
meet for an evening, typically at Lee and Polly Hall's house or, occasionally, at Dick and Karen 
Balk's, to label and bundle the 1,500 or so copies for mailing. Our sincerest thanks go out to the 
following:

Jim and Annette Arnold 
Dick and Karen Balk 
Margaret Coogan 
Jim Garber 
Lee and Polly Hall 
Todd Jergens 
Linda Sharp 
Barb Shroyer 
Jim and Sarah Simpson 
Winnie Wagner

New volunteers are always welcome; if you'd like to help, call editor Mike Coogan at 438-5688 or Lee 
Hall at 434-4531. 

2001 Christmas Count Results

Despite the snow and cold temperatures, the 77th annual DAS Christmas Bird count was still successful. We 
recorded 75 species, but the total number of birds counted, 9,272, was quite low due to the weather.

This year's highlights included record counts of Red-tailed Hawks, Bluebirds, and Cardinals, a very rare 
sighting of two Merlins, and our first-ever record of Sandhill Cranes. Two species recorded during the count 
week, but not on the actual count day, were Northern Shoveler and Cedar Waxwing.

Thanks and well-done to this year's 57 hardy participants, and especially to Count Compiler Charlotte 
Mathena, who did her usual excellent job.

   Pied-billed Grebe.............7          Hairy Woodpecker...............12
   Horned Grebe..................1          Northern Flicker...............28
   Great Blue Heron.............70          Pileated Woodpecker............13
   Canada Goose..............1,535          Blue Jay.......................16
   Mute Swan.....................2          American Crow.................512
   Wood Duck.....................8          Horned Lark....................20
   Gadwall......................30          Carolina Ckickadee............319
   American Wigeon...............3          Black-capped Chickadee..........1
   American Black Duck..........16          Tufted Titmouse...............135
   Mallard.....................691          Red-breasted Nuthatch..........10
   Northern Pintail..............2          White-breasted Nuthatch........77
   Green-winged Teal.............2          Brown Creeper..................29
   Ring-necked Duck..............1          Carolina 
Wren..................44        
   Hooded Merganser.............42          Winter Wren.....................1
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   Common Merganser..............2          Golden-crowned Kinglet.........22
   Red-breasted Merganser........6          Ruby-crowned Kinglet............2
   Bald Eagle....................1          Eastern Bluebird...............76
   Northern Harrier..............2          Hermit Thrush...................4
   Sharp-shinned Hawk............3          American Robin................255
   Cooper's Hawk.................3          Northern Mockingbird............7
   Red-tailed Hawk..............47          European Starling...........1,397
   American Kestrel.............16          Yellow-rumped Warbler..........13
   Merlin........................2          Eastern Towhee.................12
   Ring-necked Pheasant..........5          American Tree Sparrow..........66
   American Coot................86          Field Sparrow...................1
   Sandhill Crane...............25          Song Sparrow..................119
   Killdeer......................4          Swamp Sparrow...................2
   Common Snipe..................1          White-throated Sparrow........229
   Ring-billed Gull............763          White-crowned Sparrow...........3
   Herring Gull..................8          Dark-eyed Junco...............319
   Rock Dove...................120          Snow Bunting....................9
   Mourning Dove...............137          Northern Cardinal.............574
   Great Horned Owl..............1          Brown-headed Cowbird...........41
   Barred Owl....................3          Purple Finch....................1
   Belted Kingfisher............14          House Finch....................64
   Red-bellied Woodpecker.......78          Pine Siskin....................10
   Yellow-bellied Sapsucker......6          American Goldfinch............214
   Downy Woodpecker............141          House Sparrow.................725

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in our 
community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. Read on and, 
if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

 
Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to attend 
National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or secondary 
teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
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Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. 
Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in fields that further the 
cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not 
restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are 
possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in memory of 
long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field 
experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to be 
interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive 
further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, 
or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, 
www.dayton.net/Audubon.

Audubon Issues and Advocacy

Have you ever heard about an environmental issue and wanted more information? Have you 
ever had strong feelings about an environmental issue and not known how to be heard? Would 
you like to join others in making a stand for the environment? If so, then Aullwood is offering a 
course/program just for you.

The group will meet once a month for six months. Issues will range from local to international in 
scope. Issue materials will be distributed in advance of the meeting so that the members of the 
group can prepare. We will discuss the issue(s), then take action by writing letters, sending 
email, or faxes to groups and individuals in decision-making positions. Local environmental 
experts / advocates will be brought when possible for more detailed discussions.

Course ID: AIA-01-02 
Marie S. Aull Education Center 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
March 20, April 17, May 15 
June 19, July 17, August 21
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Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific 
amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the 
Dayton Audubon Society.

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 
937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 
45414-5398. 

BirdBuzz Forums Are A Virtual Worldwide Bird Club

Bird watchers everywhere can now be a part of a virtual worldwide bird club! Thanks to 
BirdBuzz, bird watchers across North America and around the world are connecting and 
sharing their favorite bird watching experiences. The BirdBuzz online forums, created by Bird 
Watcher's Digest and Utne Community Developers, allow users to post questions, ideas, 
information, and opinions on a "digital bulletin board." Other BirdBuzz users can then read 
and respond to the messages instantly.

Current forum topics are many and broad-based so that users can help determine future topics. 
The current forums are: Backyard, Birding Gear & Equipment, Travel & Hotspots, Beyond 
Birds, BuzzClub and BuzzClub Beginners. Each time a user signs in, a bulletin board displays 
the topics, when they last visited, and the number of new postings since their last visit.

Signing up is quick and easy. BirdBuzz can be accessed by going to "http://www.birdbuzz.com" 
or "http://forums.birdwatchersdigest.com". Visitors will be asked to create a user name and 
password--and presto! You are now connected to bird watchers across the globe. Online hosts 
are available in each forum to help guide new users and to keep the conversation flowing.
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"The U.S. Forest Service has taken a giant step backward with its latest directive on managing 
roads in our national forests. The Bush Administration is planning changes that will harm birds 
and wildlife and dilute environmental protection on millions of acres of forestland.

"The Forest Service on December 14 issued interim directives on roads in forests, including 
roadless area management, that states it will be in effect for 18 months.

"These directives will eliminate the protection of many pristine roadless areas in national forests 
that provide important habitat for birds and wildlife. And they are likely to open up more 
forestlands to timber harvesting and road building.

"Each time they are asked, the American people say they want to protect the roadless areas of 
our national forests. In particular, more than 500,000 Americans called on the Bush 
Administration to uphold the Roadless Area Conservation Rule.

"Audubon urges the Bush Administration to listen to these voices. The Administration should do 
everything it can to stop the road building, clear-cutting, and mining in our nation's forests."

Audubon Ohio Announces Six New Important Bird Areas

Audubon Ohio is pleased to announce that six new sites have been designated as Important Bird 
Areas (IBAs) in Ohio. The Important Bird Area program aims to identify and conserve areas of 
critical importance to bird populations that live in or migrate through Ohio.

The new IBAs are Kelleys Island and Castalia Pond in Erie County, Holden Arboretum in 
Geauga and Lake Counties, Spring Valley Wildlife Area in Greene and Warren Counties, Port 
Clinton Beach in Ottawa County, and Sandusky Bay in Ottawa and Sandusky Counties.

For more information on Ohio's Important Bird Area program, including a complete list of 
IBAs, please visit the Audubon Ohio website at http://www.audubon. org/chapter/oh/oh/ibas.
html, or contact John Ritzenthaler, Director of Habitat Conservation at jritzenthaler@audubon.
org. 
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, 
and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed 
in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following 
capacities, please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Armchair Activist
     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Committee
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jim Arnold at 862-4437, or leave a 
message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There 
are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton 

Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society 
Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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BIRDATHON 2002

A springtime tradition!! Come join the FUN!! Dayton Audubon's 2002 Birdathon will be held from 
5:00 p.m., Friday, April 26th to 5:00 p.m., Saturday, April 27th. Birdathon participants spend 24 
hours counting as many different bird species as they can see or hear. Money is raised through 
donation pledges - typically a per-species amount. The money we collect will be donated to Aullwood 
Audubon Center and Farm and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, two organizations dedicated 
to the education of children and the preservation of natural habitat in the greater Dayton area. Create 
your own team or join one of the existing teams; at this time of year, you might see and hear 100 
different species! We need ALL chapter members to support this important effort!

You can participate in several ways:

1.Collect pledges and/or donations and join us April 24th at Books and Co. in Town and 
Country Shopping Center, 7:00 p.m. for Dayton Audubon's Birdathon Kick-off. Tom 
Hissong, Aullwood's Education Coordinator, will be there to show slides and play 
recordings of some of the bird that we should see and hear.

2.If you can't make it to the Birdathon Kick-off, send pledges and/or donations to the 
Birdathon chairperson, Judy Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler 
Ave., Dayton, Ohio, 45414-5398. Make checks payable to Dayton Audubon Society. You 
can also pledge to one of the teams listed below.

3.Participate in the count: You are welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; improve your 
birding skills and raise money for two very worthy environmental organizations that are 
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right here in our area. For details on how to enter your own team (it's very easy), call Judy 
Whitaker at 293-1914.

4.Bring your pledges and/or donations to Patty's Shelter at Englewood MetroPark at 5:30 
p.m., Saturday, April 28th for refreshments and the big tally! Hear about those great 
sightings!

All pledge donations must be turned in by June 1, 2002.

Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team(s) checked below.

_____Old Birders: Charlotte Mathena, Sue Tackett, Jim Hill, John Howard 
_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, Judy Whitaker 
_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson, Mike Zimmerman 
_____Solitary Sandpipers: Mike Coogan, Mark Dillon 
_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands 
_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve 
_____Tenacious Towhees: Xenia Central Middle School students 
_____Alter Knight Owls: Alter High School Ornithology class with Lathram Senior Adult Center

Instead of a per species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's Birdathon. 
Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 
Phone 

Calendar

Saturday, April 6, 8:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Lima Reservoirs/ Grand Lake St. Marys. 
If you're eager to see waterfowl AND early spring migrants, Dave Dister (855-3013) will show you 
where they are. Join Dave and the Gem City Birders for an adventure north of Dayton. Meet Dave at 
the Boonshoft Museum of Discovery's east lot on Ridge Avenue to carpool. Bring your own brown bag 
snacks, but save room for a late lunch at a Mexican restaurant. For more information, please give 
Dave a call.

Tuesday, April 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, April 13, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
SVWA is an outstanding Miami Valley birding locale, and late March is very good for waterfowl 
headed north. Go south of the town of Spring Valley on US 42 along the Little Miami River. Turn left 
(east) on Roxanna-New Burlington Rd. Follow to Pence Jones Rd and take all the way to the end (past 
the trailer park) to meet leaders Barbara Keegan and Jennifer Monahan (435-0707) in the lower 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2002/ywapr02.htm (2 of 6)1/1/11 9:30 AM



The Yellow Warbler

parking lot. Please bring your scope if you have one.

Sunday, April 14, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
The fields and woods at Aullwood can be literally hopping with birds during the spring migration. 
Join Aullwood naturalist Tom Hissong (890-7360) on this popular field trip in looking for the 
abundant spring bird life that abounds at Aullwood. Meet Tom at the Aullwood Audubon Center: 
Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) at Vandalia, turn south on Aullwood 
Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam (between the Dayton International Airport and 
Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left.

Saturday, April 20, 9:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
We'll walk the trails near the water and near the woods in search of remaining waterfowl and 
returning migrants. After all that hard work, we'll be rewarded with an excellent lunch (leader Vince 
Joyce guarantees) at the Buckhorn Tavern while comparing bird lists. To meet Vince, take US 40 west 
from I-75 (or from the airport access highway) at Vandalia to the park entrance at the east end of the 
Englewood Dam. Meet at the parking lot here on US 40 (between the Dayton International Airport 
and the city of Englewood).

Sunday, April 21, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Shiloh Woods, Stillwater River. 
Dave Nolin has another new surprise for us! Five Rivers MetroParks has bought another beautiful 
piece of property along the Stillwater River, still unnamed but currently referred to as Shiloh Woods. 
Dave, Five Rivers MetroParks' Chief of Conservation, will guide us through this new 200-acre scenic 
forest land. Please bring hiking boots - although most of the area is upland forest, it could be a little 
muddy if rain has fallen recently. Meet Dave (426-9302) at Wegerzyn Horticultural Center, located at 
1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. Take I-75 north to exit 57B, west 1.5 miles following Siebenthaler signs to 
Wegerzyn Gardens MetroPark. Please note that the Siebenthaler Road bridge over the Stillwater 
River just west of the park entrance remains closed.

Wednesday, April 24, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon Kick-off. 
Please see article above for details.

Friday-Saturday, April 26-27, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see article above for details.

Sunday, April 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
Come join Al Gulvas (433-5729) and Winnie Wagner (433-5732) as they search for our yearly 
passerine migrants and enjoy some of the beautiful wild flowers throughout the woods and fields of 
this delightful MetroPark. From I-675 go south on Wilmington Pike (cross SR 725), continue to 
Conference Road. Meet Al and Winnie in the parking lot on Conference Road.

Saturday, May 4, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
The most passerine migrants usually pass through the Dayton area during the first and second weeks 
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of May, and Englewood MetroPark is always an outstanding place to look for them! Plan now to join 
Chris Vickers. (890-9633) to search for migrant wood warblers. Please see April 20 above for 
directions, and wear shoes or boots suitable for muddy terrain.

Sunday, May 5, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Fort St. Clair State Memorial, Eaton. 
Because of the good areas of both upland and riparian woods, and because the timing of this walk is 
during prime migration, Leader Daryl Michael (687-1480) hopes for a very good selection of passerine 
migrants, particularly wood warblers. Take U.S. 35 west from Dayton, or U.S. 127 south from I-70 to 
Eaton, go west on S.R. 122, and follow the signs to the State Memorial. Meet Daryl in the main picnic 
area. If you like to explore new areas, this will be a great trip for you! 

In Memory

Dayton Audubon Society gratefully acknowledges the following recent donations and bequests:

* Bequest from the estate of Harriet Blankenbuehler

Donations in the memory of L/Col. Larry Page: 
* Jim and Gerry Coen 
* Renee Manwaring

Donations in the memory of Dick Bucher: 
* Mr. and Mrs. Donald Keeley 
* Mark Getter 
* Vic and Sheryl Oprisch (donated to the Shawen Grant fund) 
* Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Bohman 
* Marie and Donald Fay 

E-Warbler

To save paper and postage, Dayton Audubon is considering offering the Yellow Warbler 
electronically. Although details have not been finalized, we would probably attach the newsletter to an 
e-mail.

We would like to know which members are interested in receiving the 7 or 8 issues a year in this 
fashion. Please send your reply to editor Mike Coogan at cooganm@dma.org. Any comments or 
suggestions would also be welcome.

As with our regular mailing list, all information will be held confidential. Dayton Audubon does not 
divulge membership data, electronic or otherwise.

Thank you for your response. 
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Ohio Birding Festivals

A number of birding events will take place this spring in Ohio. Check out the "Events" section of 
Audubon Ohio's website at http://www.audubon.org/ chapter/oh/oh to find out about birding events 
around the state. 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in 
our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. 
Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

 
Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the coast 
of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in fields 
that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship 
recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, 
and their habitats. 

What can you do?
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Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to 
be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or 
receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 
937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, 
www.dayton.net/Audubon.

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. 
There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the 

Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton 
Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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Meet Our Grant Recipients

The Dayton Audubon Society is committed to education and, in part, shows that commitment by 
offering annual financial scholarships and grants to individuals who we feel can make a difference in 
our community. At this month's program, on May 15, we will have a chance to meet some of our recent 
grant recipients, including Susan Seela and Pam Sizemore of Sugar Creek Elementary School. Susan 
and Pam, who were among the first recipients of our Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, have used the 
money received from DAS, as well as from other grant programs, to build an exciting environmental 
education program at their school. Other recent scholarship and grant recipients will also be on hand 
to share their experiences. 

The program will be held on May 15 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main 
entrance. As always, the general public is invited to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is 
free. Please come out to meet our grant recipients, and hear the results of DAS's investment in their 
work. 

The 2002 DAS Annual Meeting will take place on June 19 at Wegerzyn. This will be a casual, pleasant 
evening, and a good opportunity to meet other members and hear about what has happened with DAS 
in the past year, and what is expected in the coming year. We also will be electing officers and directors 
for 2002-2003; the nominating committee will present a slate in the next Yellow Warbler. Mark your 
calendars now! 
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E-Warbler

Dayton Audubon is still hoping to offer the Yellow Warbler electronically to save paper and postage. So 
far, the response has been light, but we would like to get enough people interested to make it 
worthwhile. Although details have not been finalized, we would probably attach the newsletter to an e-
mail. 

Please let editor Mike Coogan know of your interest by e-mail to cooganm@dma.org. Any comments or 
suggestions would also be welcome. 

As with our regular mailing list, all information will be held confidential. Dayton Audubon does not 
divulge membership data, electronic or otherwise. 

Thank you for your response. 

Calendar

Saturday, May 4, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark. 
The most passerine migrants usually pass through the Dayton area during the first and second weeks of 
May, and Englewood MetroPark is always an outstanding place to look for them! Plan now to join 
Chris Vickers. (890-9633) to search for migrant wood warblers. Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from 
the airport access highway) at Vandalia to the park entrance at the east end of the Englewood Dam. 
Meet at the parking lot here on US 40 (between the Dayton International Airport and the city of 
Englewood), and wear shoes or boots suitable for muddy terrain. 

Sunday, May 5, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Fort St. Clair State Memorial, Eaton. 
Because of the good areas of both upland and riparian woods, and because the timing of this walk is 
during prime migration, Leader Daryl Michael (687-1480) hopes for a very good selection of passerine 
migrants, particularly wood warblers. Take U.S. 35 west from Dayton, or U.S. 127 south from I-70 to 
Eaton, go west on S.R. 122, and follow the signs to the State Memorial. Meet Daryl in the main picnic 
area. If you like to explore new areas, this will be a great trip for you! 

Saturday, May 11, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Twin Creek MetroPark. 
One of TWO field trips we have scheduled for today, to take advantage of peak passerine pass-through 
(see below). A wild and beautiful MetroPark, Twin Creek offers an abundance of birds and plants. 
More than 70 species of nesting birds have been found here, and over 500 species of plants live in this 
wonderful natural area. In addition, there is a spectacular view of Twin Valley, from the parking lot 
where we'll meet. Come explore the well-marked trails at Twin Creek with DAS Board Member Merle 
Carr (258-9576). From Dayton, take SR4 south past Germantown and the junction of SR123 to Eby 
Road. Turn left and meet in the parking lot on Eby Road. 

Saturday, May 11, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati. 
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Your alternative choice for this peak migration day (see above), Spring Grove Cemetery, about an hour 
south of Dayton, is one of Cincinnati's premier birding spots. A large variety of migrants is typical in 
the cemetery's various habitats. More than 60 species have been found on past DAS field trips here, 
including Mute Swans (with cygnets!), and both Mourning and Golden-winged Warblers. It was once 
the largest cemetery in the world, and its arboretum contains several state champion trees. Leader 
David Dister (855-3013) reminds you to bring your mother on this Mother's Day weekend trip. From 
Dayton, go south on I-75 to the Mitchell Road Exit. Go right (north) to Spring Grove Avenue, then left 
on Spring Grove about 0.5 mile to the cemetery entrance on the right. Meet at the parking lot just 
inside the entrance. Feel free to bring a bag lunch. 

Sunday, May 12, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Gorge. 
Just below the dam at the southern end of Caesar Creek Lake, Caesar Creek Gorge is a State Nature 
Preserve. It features a 180-foot deep gorge, with trails leading along Caesar Creek from the base of the 
dam to the Little Miami River two miles away. At this prime time of the year, the flood plain forest, 
combined with a variety of other habitats in the area, should be teeming with resident and migrant 
species of birds. The gorge is an excellent place for migrant warblers, as well as Pileated Woodpeckers 
and (possibly) Wild Turkeys. Yes, it IS Mother's Day, so DON'T FORGET to bring your mother! 
Located in Warren County, east of the town of Waynesville. Take I-75 south to SR 73. East through 
Waynesville. After crossing US 42, go about 1 mile, then right on Clarksville Road. Follow 2-3 miles to 
park road on the right. Go down the hill into the Gorge to meet leader Dick Balk (886-0092) in the 
parking lot below the dam. 

Tuesday, May 14, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue. 

Wednesday, May 15, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Scholarship and Grant Recipients 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. Please see the article above. 

Saturday, May 18, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark. 
Germantown MetroPark is one of the area's most beautiful reserves, and an Audubon Ohio Important 
Bird Area. At this spring date, one can expect some of the later and more elusive migrants, such as 
Mourning and Connecticut Warblers, as well as some of the uncommon breeding birds of our area like 
Kentucky Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, or Summer Tanager. 
Meet Mike Coogan (438-5688) at the Interpretive Center on Boomershine Road, north of SR 725, west 
of Germantown. 

Sunday, June 2, 6:30 a.m. 
46th Breeding Bird Census at Aullwood. 
Leaders: Aullwood Staff (890-7360). The 46th annual count of birds at our local Aullwood Audubon 
Center. Breeding birds will be in full swing, and song should abound early in the morning. Meet at the 
Aullwood Audubon Center near Englewood. Take US 40 west from I-75 (or from the airport access 
highway) at Vandalia, turn south on Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam (between 
the Dayton International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left. 
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Ohio Audubon Council Revised

At the Saturday, April 6, meeting of the Ohio Audubon Council, the name of the organization was 
officially changed to Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters. In an attempt to keep up with changes within 
Audubon and within the Chapters themselves over the years, the Council has also significantly revised 
its by-laws. 

OAC was begun in 1969 as a way to bring chapters together and give them a common voice. With the 
advent of National Audubon's state office in Columbus, Audubon Ohio, and for a variety of other 
factors, the Council was forced to rethink its focus and mission. 

The stated purpose of the new Council of Ohio Audubon Chapters is to help chapters with 
organizational development and training, and to continue to provide a common chapter voice on 
statewide and Audubon issues. The Council will, of course, work closely with Audubon Ohio. 

Under the new by-laws, the Council will meet twice a year, with one of those meetings being an annual 
business meeting. The COAC will be governed by a six-person Board of Trustees, who will serve 
staggered 2-year terms and select their own officers. Chapter representatives will elect the Trustees and 
help make other decisions at the COAC annual meeting, as well as at other events and meetings as 
necessary. 

An interim set of trustees, consisting of Jack Smith of Black River Audubon (Elyria), Pete Precario of 
Columbus Audubon, Liz Woedl of Oxford Audubon, Louise Fleming of Greater Mohican Audubon 
(Ashland), Mike Coogan of Dayton Audubon, and Alan Dolan of Canton Audubon, will arrange the 
first meeting, tentatively set for late October, at which time the first official Board will be elected. 

Audubon Ohio Announces Three New Important Bird Areas

Audubon Ohio is pleased to announce that three additional sites have been designated as Important 
Bird Areas (IBAs) in Ohio. The Important Bird Area program aims to identify and conserve areas of 
critical importance to bird populations that live in or migrate through Ohio. The new IBAs are Cowan 
Lake with Cowan Creek Road riparian corridor in Clinton County, Crown City Wildlife Area in 
Lawrence and Gallia counties, and Springville Marsh State Nature Preserve in Seneca County. 

For more information on Ohio's Important Bird Area program, including a complete list of IBAs, 
please contact John Ritzenthaler, Director of Habitat Conservation at jritzenthaler@audubon.org, or 
visit the Audubon Ohio web site, audubon.org/chapter/oh/oh. 
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As reported in the Sunday, April 7 Dayton Daily News, "Beavercreek Teen 2nd in Geography Bee," 
Dayton Audubon member Joel Harvey did well in the recent National Geographic Society Geography 
Bee. The article quoted Greg Harvey, Joel's father, on Joel: "He loves ornithology and he is a member 
of the Dayton Audubon Society." 

Congratulations, Joel! 

Membership Help

Due to recent changes by National Audubon in dues sharing and membership recruitment relationships 
with local chapters, Dayton Audubon will soon have to refocus the activities of our Membership 
Committee, particularly in the area of recruitment. We could use some additional volunteers in that 
area, so if you would like to help give Mike Coogan, 438-5688, or President Jim Arnold, 937-862-4437, 
a call. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are no 
local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, 

contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. 
Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip! 

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday of 
every month from September to June. See you there! 
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DAS Annual Meeting

Dayton Audubon's 2002 Annual Meeting will take place on June 19 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 
East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. This will be a casual, pleasant evening, and a 
good opportunity to meet other members and hear about what has happened with DAS in the past 
year, and what's expected in the coming year.

The agenda will feature three main items:

Program 
The featured speaker at this year's meeting will be Charles Shoemaker, Executive Director of Five 
Rivers MetroParks. Charlie Shoemaker has worked for MetroParks for over 24 years, and his wealth 
of knowledge and experience led to his recent promotion to Executive Director. He will talk to us 
about where MetroParks is, where it's going,and other aspects of preserving green space in the Miami 
Valley. This will be an important, informative, and entertaining program that you will not want to 
miss.

Elections 
The Nominating Committee has, so far, recommended the following candidates:

   President: Dick Balk
   1st Vice President: Merle Carr
   2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan
   Treasurer: Todd Jergens
   Recording Secretary: Betty Leve
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   Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp
   Directors - term expires 2005:
     Mike Coogan
     Lee Hall
     Jim Arnold

Other nominations will be presented by the committee at the meeting, as well as open nominations 
from the floor. Members are encouraged to contact the Nominating Committee (see below) if you have 
any suggestions for candidates for consideration, for either the coming year or future elections. 

Nominating Committee:
   Dick Balk - 886-0092
   Lee Hall - 434-4531
   Mike Coogan - 438-5688

Proposed By-Law Changes 
This is a Formal Notice, as required by Article XI, of proposed amendments to the Dayton Audubon 
Society By-Laws. At the 2002 annual meeting of DAS, on June 19, the membership will be asked to 
approve a change to the by-laws regarding the relationship with National Audubon. These changes, 
described below, have been requested by National Audubon as part of the charter requirements for 
Chapters.

Proposed amendments: 
ARTICLE XIII. DISCONTINUANCE: Deleted 
ARTICLE XII. COMMITMENTS: Will be replaced by, 
"ARTICLE XII. CHAPTER POLICY. The relationship between this Society and the National Society 
shall be governed by the Chapter Policy." 
Copies of the By-Laws, along with the proposed changes, will be available at the meeting. The By-
Laws will also soon be posted on Dayton Audubon's web site, www.dayton.net/Audubon/.

We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. 
Parking is free. Please join us! 

Calendar
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Sunday, June 2, 6:30 a.m. 
46th Breeding Bird Census - Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm. 
Leaders: Aullwood Staff (890-7360). The 46th annual breeding bird count at Aullwood. 
Breeding birds will be in full swing, and song should abound early in the morning. Meet at 
the Aullwood Audubon Center near Englewood. On US 40 west of I-75 (north of Dayton), 
turn south on Aullwood Road at the east end of the Englewood Dam (between the Dayton 
International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left.

Friday-Sunday, June 7-9 
Field Trip: Kirtland's Warbler - North Woods of Michigan. 
Join Aullwood Naturalist Tom Hissong (890-7360) for a trip to explore the north woods of 
Michigan for Brewer's Blackbirds, Ravens, Bitterns, Loons, Golden-winged Warblers, and 
Clay-colored Sparrows. The trip will also explore the famous Jack Pine habitat where the 
endangered Kirtland's Warbler breeds. There will be a charge for this trip, which is 
sponsored by the Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm. For more information or to make 
a reservation, give Tom a call at Aullwood.

Wednesday, June 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Annual Meeting. 
At Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. 
Featuring Charlie Shoemaker,Executive Director of Five Rivers MetroParks. Please see 
the article above for details. 

E-Warbler

The response to our offer of delivering the Yellow Warbler electronically has been very 
light, so the plan will probably not be implemented in the very near future. We will 
continue to compile the e-list, however, so we still encourage any member interested in 
saving DAS paper and postage to contact editor Mike Coogan at cooganm@dma.org. Any 
comments or suggestions would also be welcome.

Thank you to the handful of people who have already responded. 

Rare Bird Alert

Many of you have used Dayton Audubon Society's Rare Bird Alert Hotline for updates on 
unusual bird sightings and to keep abreast of Dayton Audubon activities. You might be 
unaware, however, of the work involved in maintaining and updating this service. DAS 
owes a great deal of gratitude to Betty Berry, Ralph Dennler, and Gene Storer for taking 
care of the RBA. Thanks! (See Rare Bird Alert on this website, or phone 937-640-2473) 

Change To Clean Water Act Rules
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Statement by Perry Plumart, National Audubon Director of Government Relations 
Washington, D.C. May 8th, 2002 -- Allowing mine waste to be used to bury streams makes 
it easier to blow the tops off of mountains, pollute rivers, and destroy the homes of 
songbirds and other wildlife forever. This ill-conceived rule implemented by the Bush 
Administration accelerates the destructive practice of shearing off mountaintops to mine 
coal.

Mountain top mining has devastated bird, fish, and other wildlife habitat in Appalachia 
and obliterated more than 1,000 miles of streams in West Virginia and Kentucky. 
Cerulean warblers, for example, are bearing the brunt of this violent practice: the 
warblers' key breeding area overlaps Appalachian coalfields, and their population has 
plummeted 70 percent since 1966.

This action by the Bush Administration is a gift to pro-mining interests. And it threatens 
all of our waters by opening up wetlands, rivers, lakes, and coastal areas to other kinds of 
waste -- even saying construction debris and garbage can be dumped in our waters.

Audubon supports the bipartisan Clean Water Protection Act introduced by Reps. 
Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) and Frank Pallone (D-N.J.). The bill would prohibit 
unchecked waste dumping in America's waters by limiting the Clean Water Act's 
definition of 'fill material' so it excludes mining waste and other pollutants. 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a difference in 
our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the DAS mission. 
Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

 
Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the coast 
of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick 
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Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has 
helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in fields 
that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship 
recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as 
environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, 
and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think ought to 
be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or 
receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 
937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, 
www.dayton.net/Audubon. 

DAS Shawen Grant
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more 

about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the 
Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a 

field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third 
Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 

E-Mail Dayton Audubon
(audubon@dayton.net)

 
Recently, DAS gave a Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant to the 3rd Grade 
Class at Sugarcreek Elementary in Bellbrook. They showed their appreciation by sending 
us a handmade thank-you card, shown below. Your membership, and your involvement, 
helps make these contributions to education and community possible. Thanks to all of you!
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DAS Meeting

The September meeting of the Dayton Audubon Society will take place on September 18 at Wegerzyn 
Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.. This will be a casual, 
pleasant evening, and a good opportunity to meet other members and hear about what is planned for 
the upcoming year, including future meeting programs.

We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. Some 
refreshments will be provided, and parking is free. Please join us! 

Calendar
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Following is a list of this month's activities. Please see the Dayton Audubon Society Field Trip 
Schedule for detailed descriptions of field trips in September and beyond.

Saturday, September 7, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark.

Tuesday, September 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Five Rivers MetroParks Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, September 14, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Cox Arboretum.

Sunday, September 15, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Beaver Creek Wetlands.

Wednesday, September 18, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Meeting. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. Please see article above for details.

Saturday, September 21, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Possum Creek MetroPark.

Sunday, September 22, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Carriage Hill MetroPark.

Saturday, September 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark.

Sunday, September 29, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark.

Sunday, October 6, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 

On-line Resources
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Audubon has many electronic resources available to its chapters and members. Here are a few that 
you might be interested in:

Chapter Webmasters Frequently Asked Questions 
http://www.audubon.org/net/coding/faq.html 
An extensive guide to setting up and maintaining a website for your chapter.

The Audubon Advisory 
http://www.audubon.org/campaign/aa/index.html 
A bi-weekly electronic newsletter with information and insider reports on conservation legislation 
pending in the House, Senate, and governmental agencies.

Bird Conservation News 
http://www.audubon.org/bird/news.html 
A periodical newsletter with extensive information on Audubon's bird conservation initiatives.

Chapter Communicator 
http://www.freelists.org/cgi-bin/list?list_id=chapter-communicator 
An electronic list that enables the Audubon staff to pass on information almost instantaneously, and 
also to provide a forum where we can post preview materials, shortening the lag before chapters have 
critical information, and giving newsletter editors and other chapter officers more time to use 
information.

Audubon News 
http://www.freelists.org/cgi-bin/list?list_id=audubon-news 
An electronic list for information about environmental policy and Audubon. 

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society.

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-
276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-
5398. 

Audubon In The Classroom
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One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of the best 
environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon 
Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The 
packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, 
and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and participating teachers have been 
unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know 
of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to 
sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Activist Toolkit from Seattle Audubon

The Seattle Audubon Society is pleased to announce its new "Activist Toolkit - A Citizen's Guide to 
Protecting the Environment." This toolkit was designed to assist citizen activists in their work on 
behalf of the environment, and describes the basic elements of grassroots advocacy - how to target an 
audience, influence decision-makers, get media coverage, formulate a compelling message, recruit and 
retain volunteers, and more.

You can download the entire toolkit, or specific portions if you prefer, from: 
http://www.seattleaudubon.org/conservation/toolkit.html

For more information, contact Alyssa Wu, Conservation Intern, Seattle Audubon Society at (206) 523-
8243 x14 or alyssaw@seattleaudubon.org. 
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Bob Perciasepe 
National Audubon Society Senior VP For Public Policy 
July 25, 2002

An overwhelming majority of the American people has called for the protection of our nation's last 
remaining roadless forests. Millions participated in the creation of the roadless forest protection rule 
now under direct assault by the Bush Administration.

Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA) is fighting the Bush Administration's effort to gut the roadless rule 
by introducing the National Forest Roadless Area Conservation Act. This bill would put into law 
protections from road building, mining, logging, and oil and gas drilling.

Senator Cantwell's leadership comes at a critical time for our pristine roadless forests. The Bush 
Administration is attacking the roadless rule with underhanded legal and administrative maneuvers. 
Audubon thanks Senator Cantwell for standing tall to protect our pristine roadless forest areas. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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October Program

"From One End of Alaska to the Other! Quest for the Siberian Tit and Whiskered Auklet; Our Last 
Two A.B.A. Breeders"

In June 2002, DAS field trip chairs Karen Shrader, and her husband, John, traveled to America's 
49th state: first to ANWR (the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge) in far northeastern Alaska to find the 
rare and elusive Siberian Tit, then to Unalaska/Dutch Harbor in the stormy Aleutian Islands to look 
for the Whiskered Auklet, a bird confined to the central Aleutians and islands off Siberia. At our 
October 16 meeting, Karen will present a program of photos of their trip, which involved flying in a 
bush plane, backpacking/camping, and a boat trip in stormy seas. Come and enjoy an entertaining 
evening about the wilds of Alaska! 
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For many years, Dayton Audubon has helped sponsor the intern program at Aullwood Audubon 
Center and Farm by annually providing a small stipend to each of the that year’s interns, to help off-
set living expenses.

Aullwood Environmental Educator Alison Verey, who directs the intern program, will give Dayton 

Audubon members a chance to meet this year’s interns at our November 20 meeting. Alison and the 
interns will be on hand to talk about their backgrounds, their plans, and their experiences at 
Aullwood. Come on out and take part in one of the fine opportunities that Dayton Audubon offers.

Both of the above programs will take place in the lower level at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 

Siebenthaler Avenue, from7-9 p.m. – entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. Some 
refreshments will be provided, and parking is free. Please join us! 

From the Editor

The delay in getting the previous month’s Yellow Warbler in the mail was due to my neglect in getting 
the masthead information to the printer in a timely manner. My apologies to field trip leaders Chris 
Vickers, Merle Carr, and Linda Sharp, whose field trips were thus not given notice to the 
membership, and to all members who might otherwise have attended those fieldtrips.

In an attempt to reduce newsletter expenses, the DAS Board of Directors has voted to reduce the 
number of issues from eight to seven this year. Because of a relative lack of activity in November, we 
have decided to combine October and November into one issue.

We always appreciate feedback from the membership, of course. If you have any comments or 
concerns, please contact Yellow Warbler editor Mike Coogan at 937-438-5688,cooganm@gemair.com, 
or any Dayton Audubon officer or director listed on the back page.

Mike Coogan 

Calendar

Sunday, October 6, 8:00a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
If you haven't gone birding in this corner of Dayton, you are in for a big surprise! The huge 
sycamores lining the banks of Wolf Creek give Sycamore State Park its name, and the meadows, 
woodlots, and ponds and creeks provide an excellent place to find birds and other wildlife. Come take 
a look with DAS Treasurer Todd Jergens(837-4302). Take US 35 west from Dayton about 6 miles to 
Snyder Road, then right (north) 3-1/2 miles to Wolf Creek Pike; turn left to the parking lot a short 
distance down the road on the right side.

Tuesday, October 9,7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center,1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.
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Saturday, October 12, 8:30a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
At Aullwood there is aullways something good to see - it's hard to go wrong there! Come spend a 
couple of hours looking for lingering southbound migrants. Meet Tom Hissong (890-7360), an 
Aullwood Naturalist and birder extraordinaire, at the Aullwood Audubon Center near Englewood. 
Take U.S. 40 west from I-75 north of Dayton, turn south at the east end of the dam (between the 
Dayton International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left.

Sunday, October 13, 9:00a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
Fall waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants are all possible in mid-October in the 
varied habitats at CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield: a deep-water lake, shallow inlets, beach, 
seasonal mudflats, and patches of woods and grasslands. Join DAS President Dick Balk(886-0092) to 
look for a variety of species. Take I-70east to US 68. North to SR 344, east to SR 4, south to Croft 
Road, and east across the dam to the state park entrance. Meet at the parking lot by the water north 
of the check-in station (north end of the beach).

Wednesday, October 16, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Trekking to Alaska. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. Please see the article "October Program" above.

Saturday, October 19, 8:30a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesars Creek Lake. 
Caesar Creek State Park has many different habitats available for birding, including (besides the lake 
itself) fields, woodlots, and newly created wetlands. If the weather has cooperated, there could still be 
some southbound passerine migrants around in addition to the numerous local avian residents. Meet 
John and Karen Shrader(436-3664) at the State Office just west of the bridge on the north side of SR 
73 east of Waynesville, just before you cross the lake.

Saturday, October 26, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Eastwood MetroPark. 
Eastwood Lake (also known as the Hydrobowl) can be very attractive to southbound migrants, 
including numerous waterfowl. In addition to the lake itself, the MetroPark lies along the Mad River 
as it makes it’s way towards downtown Dayton, and this riparian area always holds a nice collection 
of avian species. Take SR 4 expressway northeast from downtown, get off at the Harshman Road exit, 
and go south to the park entrance along the southern lake shore – meet Charlotte Mathena (433-2167) 
at the large parking lot by the first building along the lakeshore.

Sunday, November 10, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Don't miss this popular, traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what will 
be seen on this trip. It could be lots of waterfowl, some shorebirds, a few early winter birds, Black 
Vultures, or Sandhill Cranes. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a picnic lunch with you, and since 
it is now fall, bring a jacket in case the weather is a bit brisk! If you want to come for great birds AND 
fellowship, this is the trip for you! Take SR 725 west to Indiana 44 to Liberty. South on Rt. 101 to the 
state park sign. Meet Lee and Polly Hall (434-4531) at the park entrance. Don't forget your good luck 
"bear claw necklace"!

Tuesday, November 12, 7:30 p.m. 
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DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Wednesday, November 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: Aullwood Interns. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. Please see the article "November Program" above.

Sunday, December 29. 
78th Dayton Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 
Details in the next issue of The Yellow Warbler.

Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of the best 
environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon 
Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different 
environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The 
packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, 
and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade 
classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and participating teachers have been 
unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know 
of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to 
sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon 
Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference! 

Coalition of Ohio Audubon Chapters

Autumn Retreat 2002: Charting a New Course

November 2-3, 2002

Charting A New Course
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Since the advent of Audubon Ohio three years ago, some of the functions once undertaken by the Ohio 
Audubon Council (OAC) are now effectively dealt with by the professional staff of the State Office.

In this transitional period, those close to OAC, the officers in particular, believed that OAC still has a vital 
role for the Chapters, State Office, and the National Audubon Society. (I refer you to the new mission 
statement adopted by OAC last year.)

In the past, OAC experienced difficulties in obtaining a quorum at meetings so that business could be 
conducted. With no small effort, however, we achieved quorums at recent meetings (under the old By-Laws) 
and were able to adopt the new mission statement, new By-Laws, and a name change to "Coalition of Ohio 
Audubon Chapters" at a meeting on April 6 of this year. The name change, most importantly, better 
describes what the organization is about: "One for all and all for one" in encountering problems and coming 
up with solutions.

Under the old By-Laws, the organization could have as many as forty delegates, and at least eleven Chapters 
out of twenty-one would have to be present to achieve a quorum. This obviously presented difficulties in 
running an efficient organization.

Under the new By-Laws, a quorum is simply the majority of the Chapters present at a meeting; the Chapters 
(one delegate per Chapter) will annually elect six trustees who will be entrusted to run the affairs of the 
organization. This is without a doubt a much better system for making timely decisions.

A team of interim trustees, chosen at the April 6 meeting, have met several times and spent many hours of 
diligent planning and working together to present the first COAC weekend conference, "Autumn Retreat 
2002." The purpose of this retreat will be to conduct the business at hand, tackle important Chapter 
problems with possible valuable solutions, and present excellent programs and field trips, with the objective 
of giving those in attendance a memorable and rewarding experience.

The Interim Trustees sincerely believe that those who attend (open to all members) will leave with a 
rewarding experience, which will greatly benefit their Chapter as well as themselves.

SCHEDULE 

Saturday, November 2, 2002
9:00 - 10:00 a.m.       Registration                     
10:00 - 10:30 a.m.      Business meeting                
10:30 - 11:45 a.m.      Chapter reports: Introductions and sharing successful 
programs        
Noon - 1:00 p.m.        Lunch                           
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.        Workshop: Membership Involvement
2:00 - 3:00 p.m.        Workshop: Fun Fundraising       
3:30 - 5:50 p.m.        Hemlock Falls Hike              
6:00 p.m.               Dinner                          
7:30 p.m.               Speaker: Mark A. Hersman         

Sunday, November 3, 2002
7:00 - 8:00 a.m.        Breakfast                       
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.        Boardwalk                       
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.       General Field Trip              
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11:15 - 1:00 p.m.       COAC Planning Session (with box lunches)

SPEAKER...

Mark A. Hersman currently owns and operates Wildlife Gardens, the largest Eastern Box Turtle garden in 
Ohio. He has constructed and consulted in the building of many Wildlife gardens in northern and north 
central Ohio, specializing in gardens for butterflies, hummingbirds, and Eastern Box Turtles. Some of his 
gardens can be found at Taft Elementary in Ashland, Chester Elementary in Wayne County, St. Mary's 
School in Shelby, Kenyon College in Gambier, and East Carlisle Elementary in Lorain County.

Mark has a B.S. is in Wildlife Management from The Ohio State University, and his diverse background 
includes both Wildlife Management and Physical Anthropology. Now retired from the Ohio Division of 
Wildlife, he has served as a state wildlife education officer and a park naturalist. He is also a Physical 
Anthropologist, and works in Crawford, Richland, Ashland, Knox and Coshocton Counties. He serves as the 
regional director of the Environmental Education Council of Ohio, and as a member of the Mansfield-
Richland Convention and Visitors Bureau he has helped to plan and organize the first annual Mohican 
Wildlife Weekend.

CONFERENCE DETAILS...

Lodging is dorm style. Bring towels, bedding, toiletries, PJs and a change of clothes suitable for cool autumn 
nights and days.

You may want to bring your chapter public display and newsletter copies to share with others.

Registrants will be entered for door prize drawings, including a Sibly Guide to Bird Life and Behavior.

Fee per person: $60.00 includes Saturday lunch, snack, dinner and lodging; Sunday breakfast and lunch

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: October 12, 2002

For registration or other information, contact Mike Coogan, 937-438-5688, cooganm@gemair.com.

The Mohican Outdoor School's over 200 acres in Richland County, Ohio, provides a rich site for outdoor 
education and environmental learning - a place where people of all ages can come to learn about the natural 
environment and evaluate ways to live lightly on the land.

The site is open year-round, and adults as well as children are able to participate in a variety of programs. 
The site allows Mohican School to manage creative approaches to nutritional food and to be environmentally 
innovative. All facilities are working models of sustainable architecture, with earth-friendly components and 
energy and resource conservation.

- Handicap accessible
- Woodland Ecology Compatibility
- Onsite Wind & Solar Electric generation
- Gray water greenhouse treatment
- Rain Water Storage and Irrigation and a 2.5 acre pond
- Organic gardening
- Permeable Paving - least invasive impact on ground
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- Conservation based storm water management
- 253 acres, which include woodlands, meadows, wetlands, streams, rock
  outcroppings, and the beautiful and historically significant Hemlock Falls.

Take I-71 to Rt. 97 through Bellville and Butler. Take Rt. 95 northwest out of Butler and turn south on 
Bunker Hill North Rd. Watch for signs.

Mohican Outdoor School
5370 Bunker Hill Road N.
Butler, Ohio 44822
 (419) 938-6671
www.mohicanoutdoorschool.org

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological concerns and 
environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider leaving a specific amount, a 
percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate after other bequests, to the Dayton 
Audubon Society.

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom Schaefer, 937-
276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-
5398. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2002/ywocno02.htm (7 of 8)1/1/11 9:30 AM



file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2002/ywdjf23.htm

Dayton Audubon Society

Excerpts From

The Yellow Warbler

The Newsletter of the Dayton Audubon Society

December 2002 - January/February 2003
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No.7                                                     Photo by Jim Simpson

Published eight times per year by the Dayton Audubon Society,
1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH 45414-5398

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The holiday season is upon us, and with it comes the Dayton Audubon Christmas Bird Count. This 
year marks the 79th edition of our annual count, which will be held on Sunday, December 29.

The DAS count has been affiliated with the National Audubon Christmas count since 1923. The 
original count began on Christmas Day in 1900 when 27 New England conservationists organized a 
bird count to protest the then-traditional organized hunting competition, the "holiday side hunt." 
The Christmas Count became an annual tradition, and soon spread nationwide. The data collected 
over the years has provided useful and interesting information on early winter distribution patterns 
of many bird species (as well as occasional fluctuations), and serves as a valid indicator of the overall 
health of the environment.

On Count Day, local participants will search for birds in a 15-mile diameter area around Dayton, 
centered at the intersection of Needmore Road and Webster Street. Count teams will attempt to 
identify and count all of the birds in 12 areas within the count circle (see below). Everyone is welcome 
to participate, so check the list of areas below to find the team you would like to join. Feeder watchers 
can also participate if the feeder is within the count area, and the results are reported at or before the 
compilation meeting.

The results of the count will be tabulated the next evening at our Compilation Meeting on Monday, 
December 30, at 7:15 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot 
participate in the count itself, you are invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments 
will be served, and many interesting sightings and amusing tales will be told.
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Grab your binoculars, dress warmly, and come out for the fun. We always have a great time no 
matter what the weather. If you have any questions, please contact Charlotte Mathena at 433-2167. 

Christmas Count Areas and Leaders

Note: Leaders for all areas had not been confirmed before we went to print. Please call Dick Balk, 886-0092, for 
more information.

 
Aullwood Audubon Center 
and Farm, Dayton Airport 
?????

Carriage Hill MetroPark 
Mike Coogan 438-5688

Charleston Falls Reserve 
Bruce Boedeker 667-7269

Cricket Holler 
Jim Williams 342-9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 
Miami River North, 
Wolf Creek 
Dick Balk 886-0092

Eastwood Lake, 
Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River 
?????

Englewood MetroPark 
Betty Berry 836-3022

Hill and Dales Park, Old 
River, Carillon Park, 
Calvary Cemetery, Miami 
River South 
Daryl Michael 687-1480

Taylorsville MetroPark 
Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery 
Jim and Annette Arnold 
862-4437

Wright State University, 
Hilltop Gravel Pit 
Mike Triplett 767-4341

Wright-Patterson AFB 
Charlotte Mathena 
433-2167

January Program

Steve Lee, Manager of Caesar Creek Lake for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, will present a 
program on "Birding at Caesar Creek Lake and Park" at our January 15, 2003 meeting. Steve knows 
where and when the birds or other objects of our attention can be found, and will tell us about new 
and ongoing wildlife projects taking place at Caesar Creek.

February Program

Marilyn Frye, longtime friend of DAS and dedicated member of Tripod Camera Club, will share her 
adventures in Yellowstone National Park in winter and her recent trip to Ireland. Marilyn is not only 
noted for her photography, but her presentations feature personally selected background music that 
is always memorable. Please join us on February 19 for a delightful program.

Both of the above programs will take place in the lower level of Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue, from 7-9 p.m. - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. Some 
refreshments will be provided, and parking is free. Please join us! Hang this article on your 'fridge so 
you won't forget!
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Calendar

Tuesday, December 10, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Sunday December 29 
78th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Monday, December 30, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. Please see the article above.

Wednesday, January 15, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Birding at Caesar Creek Lake and Park" With Steve Lee. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Please see the article above.

Saturday, January 25, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area. 
With over 8,000 acres of woods and fields, this excellent area has produced some VERY good winter 
birds, making it well worth the cold. Five species of owls are possible, including Northern Saw-whet, 
Long-eared, Great Horned, Snowy, and Short-eared. Other interesting birds over the years have 
included Northern and Loggerhead Shrikes, Rough-legged Hawks, Snow Bunting, and Longspurs. 
Take US 68 north out of Springfield to Kenton, then NE on Ohio 67 to Marseilles. Go about 1/2 mile 
north of town, then turn east on County 75. Meet leaders Karen and John Shrader (436-3664) in the 
parking lot on the right, by the reservoir. Heavy coats and boots will likely be needed, and if you have 
a scope, please bring it. The trip will end by noon, but you may also wish to bring a lunch since there 
are no restaurants nearby. Please call the DAS Southwestern Ohio Rare Bird Alert Tape (640-BIRD) 
for confirmation that the trip will be held; it will be cancelled only with a winter storm warning.

Wednesday, February 19, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Yellowstone in Winter, and Ireland" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Please see the article above.

Saturday, February 22, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: 17th Annual Oxbow Miami River. 
Our annual walk at this excellent area where the Great Miami River meets the Ohio, west of 
Cincinnati. Always well worth the hour drive down. If the river is up, many waterfowl species, 
migrating shorebirds, herons, and raptors can be expected. Take I-75 south to I-275 west. Exit at US 
50 to Lawrenceburg just before the Ohio River bridge. Left at the traffic light on US 50 towards 
Lawrenceburg. Right just after parking for riverboat gambling (just before Ford dealership) on 
Rudolph Way, then about 1/3 mile to Gardens Alive; park east of the building. Please bring a lunch, 
and your scope if you have one. Leader: Jim Simpson (433-3649).
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2002 Birdathon Wrap-up

The Dayton Audubon Society had our most successful Birdathon yet in 2002. A big THANK YOU to 
everyone who contributed time and money to make this such a great year! We collected $3,638.68 
from our pledges, which was divided equally between the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association and 
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm. The Birdathon teams spotted a combined 162 species over the 
24-hour period, which was our largest total ever.

A special congratulations goes to the energetic school kids from the Tenacious Towhees team, from 
the Xenia Central Middle School, who not only brought in the most pledge money ($1,124.40), but also 
received a prize from National Audubon for Best Team Name!

Each and everyone made this a special Birdathon year, and so much fun. We look forward to seeing 
you all back this spring!

Nature Writing Programs

Longtime DAS member and humanities instructor Tom Schaefer will be teaching a couple of classes 
you might find of interest. First, Tom is facilitating Earth Words at the Marie S. Aull Education 
Center at Aullwood this winter on six consecutive Wednesday evenings, January 15 through February 
19, 2003, from 7 to 8:30. While a variety of nature writing will be discussed, the central text will be 
The Book of Yaak by Rick Bass. Classes will primarily be informal discussions, with regular journal 
writing prompts sprinkled liberally throughout. Last year a good time was had by all. Cost for Earth 
Words is $70 for members of Friends of Aullwood and $115 for non-members. Class participants 
should bring their unread copy of The Book of Yaak and a journal with them to the first class 
meeting. Contact Aullwood for registration information (890-7360).

Late next summer, Tom returns to the Audubon Camp in Maine as instructor of Nature Literature 
and Journaling. The session will include discussion of a variety of nature writing, forays to special 
island destinations, a visit to the Rachel Carson Salt Pond Reserve in nearby New Harbor, and the 
opportunity to write reflectively in a nature journal. Campers are encouraged to bring along their 
favorite nature poems, essays, and books for sharing. The session runs August 27-31, 2003 and costs 
$700. For those of you who have visited Hog Island, you know what a special place it is. Visit the 
Maine Audubon Society website for registration information, www.maineaudubon.org. Feel free to 
contact Tom for further information on either program at 276-2162 or tom@earthspeaks.org.
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NAS and Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology Announce the 6th Annual GREAT BACKYARD BIRD 
COUNT

We invite you to join us!
February 14-17, 2003
* All ages and skill levels welcome
* Help scientists define the status of winter birds
* Join backyard birders from Nome to Key West
* Become a Citizen Scientist
* Spread the word

Instructions for participating can be found at www.birdsource.org. There's no fee or registration. 
Those who would like to participate but aren't online can try their local library. Many Wild Birds 
Unlimited locations also accept reports. Libraries, businesses, nature clubs, Scout troops and other 
community organizations interested in promoting the GBBC or getting involved can contact the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology at 800/843-2473, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, New York 14850; or 
the National Audubon Society at 212/979-3083, 700 Broadway, New York, New York 10003.

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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