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Birdathon Coming Soon!

A springtime tradition!! Put it on your calendar NOW: 5:00 p.m. April 27 until 5:00 p.
m. April 28. At least nine DAS teams will be counting bird species in a 24-hour period, 
all to raise funds for important local environmental work. Again this year, the money 
we collect will be divided between Aullwood and the Beaver Creek Wetlands 
Association. Both organizations are dedicated to the education of children and the 
preservation of natural habitat right here in the greater Dayton area.

Teams are being formed now (including a new team, the Knight Owls from Alter High 
School); if you would like to participate, to make a pledge, or to help raise pledges 
(from your friends, neighbors, and all those coworkers who you've sold you raffle 
tickets, cookies, and band candy over the years), call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914 for 
more information.

The Birdathon Kick-off will once again be at Books and Co. in the Town and Country 
Shopping Center, on Wednesday, April 25, at 7:30 p.m. Tom Hissong, Education 
Coordinator at Aullwood, will again be our guest speaker. He will present slides of 
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various local birds, and recordings of bird vocalizations we might encounter during 
Birdathon.

Help DAS in our biggest fundraiser of the year. Last year we were able to raise over 
$2,000 dollars for Aullwood and the BCWA; this year, we hope to do even better. Call 
today!

Old Friend

Dayton Audubon will welcome back Chet Bowsher for our March program, 
"Bowsher's Best." Chet, a long-time DAS member, is a former Board member and has 
served, at various times, as program chair, field trip chair, and other DAS positions. A 
retired audio-visual specialist, Chet has promised to bring some of the best material he 
has collected in over four decades of nature photography and painting. Those of you 
who know Chet will remember that his past programs were always first-rate, so you 
won't want to miss this.

The program will be held on March 21 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is 
via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited 
to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free.

Calendar
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Tuesday, March 6, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Wednesdays & Thursdays, March 7 & 8, 14 & 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Woodcock Walks at Aullwood. 
Leader: Tom Hissong (890-7360). Please see the Dayton Audubon Society Field Trip 
Schedule for details.

Wednesday, March 21, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Bowsher's Best" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center. Featuring Chet Bowsher. 
See the article above.

Saturday, March 24, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir. 
Leaders: John and Karen Shrader (436-3664). Please see the Dayton Audubon Society 
Field Trip Schedule for details.

Friday-Saturday, April 27-28, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see the article above for details.

Environmental Legacy

A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate 
after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society.

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom 
Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Audubon E-mail
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The National Audubon Society sends regular bulletins, articles, press releases, and 
other information to chapter leaders via e-mail. Any DAS members who would like to 
be included in this Audubon Chapter Communicator program should notify Tom 
Schaefer at tschaefer@ameritech.net 

Thanks!

Occasionally, we like to extend a note of appreciation to the volunteers who give their 
time on a regular basis to help put The Yellow Warbler in the mail. After the 
newsletters are printed, these dedicated members meet for an evening, typically at Lee 
and Polly Hall's house or at Dick and Karen Balk's, to label and bundle the 1,500 or so 
copies for delivery to the Post Office. Our sincerest thanks go out to the following:

Lee and Polly Hall 
Dick and Karen Balk 
Jim and Sarah Simpson 
Margaret Coogan 
Winnie Wagner 
Jim Garber 
Jim and Annette Arnold 
Barb Shroyer 
Linda Sharp

New volunteers are always welcome; if you'd like to help, call editor Mike Coogan at 
438-5688 or Lee Hall at 434-4531. 

Legislative Update
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The Dayton Audubon Society Board of Directors recently sent letters of concern to the 
Bush Administration and to Senator George Voinovich about two environmental issues. 
The Bush Administration's sympathy toward oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge is deeply troubling, and we hope that protection of this pristine habitat will take 
precedence over the relatively small amount of petroleum which might be found 
underneath it. Such landscapes are increasingly rare, and alternative energy sources 
should be the priority of all Americans, rather than short-term solutions with long-
term negative consequences.

Senator Voinovich has recently cosponsored a bipartisan bill that will require the US 
Environmental protection agency to conduct cost benefit analyses and risk assessments 
before promulgating any new air quality standards. As chairman of the Senate 
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Voinovich is in a strong position to ensure this bill's 
passage, but the language of the act unfortunately strips away previous Clean Air Act 
language that put human health protection ahead of economic consideration in any cost 
analysis. The implication that human health can be assigned a comparative monetary 
value is deeply disturbing, and the DAS Board has encouraged Senator Voinovich to 
reconsider the language of this bill. 

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 
 

Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to attend 
National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River Mountains of 
Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still 
especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or secondary 
teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 through 
14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship 
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Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. 
Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals in fields that further the 
cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively scholarship recipients are not 
restricted to scientific fields; other connections, such as environmental law, are possible. 
 

The Shawen Grant 
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in memory of 
long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, 
materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience 
settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 
 

What can you do? 

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, 
please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail 
him at tschaefer@ameritech.net.

You can also write to 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon.

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural 
sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the 
membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would 
like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your involvement will 
be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Armchair Activist
     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Committee
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jim 
Arnold at 293-4876, or leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed 
in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us 

on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to April. See you there! 
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BIRDATHON 2001

A springtime tradition!! Come join the FUN!! Dayton Audubon's 2001 Birdathon will 
be held 5:00 p.m., Friday, April 27th to 5:00 p.m., Saturday, April 28. Birdathon 
participants spend 24 hours counting as many different bird species as they can see or 
hear. Money is raised through donation pledges - typically a per-species amount. The 
money we collect will be donated to Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm and the 
Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, two organizations dedicated to the education of 
children and the preservation of natural habitat in the greater Dayton area. Create 
your own team or join one of the existing teams; at this time of year, you might see and 
hear 100 different species! We need ALL chapter members to support this important 
effort!

Just follow these simple steps:

1. Collect at least $20.00 in pledges and join us April 25th at Books and Co. in Town 
and Country Shopping Center, 7:00 p.m. for Dayton Audubon's Birdathon kick-off. 
Tom Hissong, Aullwood's Education Coordinator, will be there to show slides and play 
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recordings of some of the bird that we should see and hear.

2. If you can't make it to the Birdathon kick-off, support the effort by sending a 
contribution to the chapter chairperson, Judy Whitaker, c/o Dayton Audubon Society, 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio, 45414-5398. Make checks payable to Dayton 
Audubon Society. You can also pledge to one of our teams, listed below.

3. Participate in the count: You are welcome to join us for 24 hours of FUN; improve 
your birding skills and raise money for two very worthy environmental organizations 
that are right here in our area. For details on how to enter your own team (it's very 
easy), call Judy Whitaker at 293-1914.

4. Come to Patty's Shelter at Englewood MetroPark at 5:30 p.m., Saturday, April 28th 
for refreshments and the big tally! Hear about that great sighting!

Pledge donations must be turned in by June 1, 2001.

Yes, I will support DAS Birdathon. I pledge _____________ per species to the team 
checked below.

_____JAY Birders: Jim Hill , John Howard 
_____Old Squaws: Charlotte Mathena, Sue Tackett 
_____Aristoquacks: Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, Judy Whitaker 
_____Philanthropic Phalaropes: Jim Simpson, Mike Zimmerman 
_____Solitary Sandpipers: Mike Coogan, Mark Dillon 
_____Wright State Rails: Wright State University and Beaver Creek Wetlands 
_____Wild Berrys: Betty Berry and Betty Leve 
_____Vivacious Vireos: Xenia Elementary School students 
_____Alter Knight Owls: Alter High School Ornithology class with Lathram Senior 
Adult Center (NEW TEAM!)

Instead of a per species pledge, I will donate $________________ to Dayton Audubon's 
Birdathon. 
Name 
Phone 
Address 
City, State, Zip

Calendar of Events
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Sunday, April 1, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Eastwood Metropark, Huffman Lake, 
And The Dayton Wellfields. 
Come join Five Rivers MetroParks Chief of Conservation Dave Nolin (426-9302) as he 
explores the Eastwood MetroPark, Huffman Lake, and the Dayton Wellfields looking 
for migrating waterfowl and early passerine migrants. Take S.R. 4 east from I-75 just 
north of the downtown area about four miles, exit at Harshman Rd. and go south to the 
park entrance, which is along the south edge of the main lake. Meet Dave at the 
Concession Stand on the south shore of Eastwood Lake (also known as the Dayton 
Hydrobowl).

Tuesday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, April 7, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Spring Valley Wildlife Area. 
SVWA is an outstanding Miami Valley birding locale, and late March is very good for 
waterfowl headed north. Go south of the town of Spring Valley on US 42 along the 
Little Miami River. Turn left (east) on Roxanna-New Burlington Rd. Follow to Pence 
Jones Rd and take all the way to the end (past the trailer park) to meet leaders Barbara 
Keegan and Jennifer Monahan (435-0707) in the lower parking lot. Please bring your 
scope if you have one.

Saturday, April 14, 9:00 a.m. 
Gem City Birders Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark. 
The Gem City Birders will hold a special "Intergenerational Walk," and everyone of 
all ages is welcome. Germantown is one of the gems of the Five Rivers MetroPark 
system, and an excellent place to introduce people to bird watching and nature. Meet 
Dave Dister (855-3013) at 9:00 a.m. at Aullwood Audubon Center to carpool, or meet at 
the park Interpretive Center on Boomershine Rd, north of SR 725, which is west of 
Germantown, at about 9:45 to 10 a.m. We'll make an optional stop at afterward 
Kathy's Kitchen in Germantown for lunch.

Saturday, April 21, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
Leader: Charlotte Mathena (433-2167). 
A large area of upland woods, fields, and riparian habitat, Sugarcreek MetroPark is 
often full of returning residents and migrants by the middle of April. From I-675, south 
on Wilmington Pike (cross SR 725), continue to Conference Rd. Meet in the parking lot 
on Conference Rd.
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Saturday, April 21, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Miami Whitewater Park, Cincinnati. 
Leaders: Jim and Annette Arnold (293-4876). 
Miami Whitewater Park is one of the largest and best known of the parks in the 
Hamilton County Park District. It has extensive mature forests, and in the past decade 
the park added several hundred acres of farmland which have gradually been 
converted to grasslands and reconstructed wetlands. Come spend a day in a unique 
natural area. Take I-75 south to I-275 west. Take I-74 west (towards Indianapolis) to 
the first Harrison exit (Dry Fork Road). Turn left, then left again on Harrison Road. 
Follow this under the freeway, then turn left at the park entrance. Proceed up the hill; 
the road will turn sharply to the left and parallel a small grassland. Proceed down the 
road another 1/2 mile to some dense woods. Park along the right side of the road. We'll 
proceed from there.

Sunday, April 22, 7:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
Leader: Tom Hissong (890-7360). 
The fields and woods at Aullwood can be literally hopping with birds during the spring 
migration. Join Aullwood naturalist Tom Hissong on this popular field trip in looking 
for the abundant spring bird life that abounds at Aullwood. Join Tom at the new, 
beautiful Aullwood Audubon Center in Englewood. Take US 40 west from I-75 north of 
Dayton; turn south at the east end of the dam on Aullwood Road (between the Dayton 
International Airport and Englewood), and go 1/2 mile to the nature center on the left.

Wednesday, April 25, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon Kick-off. 
At Books & Co., Town and Country Shopping Center, on Stroop Road in Kettering. 
Please see article above for details.

Friday-Saturday, April 27-28, 5:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
DAS Birdathon. 
Please see article above for details.

Sunday, April 29, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
Sugarcreek is well worth multiple visits in April; come join Al Gulvas (433-5729) and 
Winnie Wagner (433-5732) as they search for passerine migrants and beautiful 
wildflowers throughout the woods and fields of this delightful MetroPark.
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American Birding Association

In October of 1999, the Dayton Audubon Society Board of Directors voted to donate 
$600 to the American Birding Association to help support ABA's efforts to continue 
publishing their journal, North American Birds. The following is an excerpt from a 
letter received from the ABA:

"On behalf of the Board and Staff of the American Birding Association I 
write to thank the Dayton Audubon Society of Ohio for their generous 
support of our publication North American Birds (formerly Field Notes). 
Dayton Audubon hoped correctly that their action would inspire other 
Audubon chapters and bird clubs to join in support of an irreplaceable 
ornithological resource. Dayton Audubon's gift helped ABA raise a matching 
donation from Chevron Research and Technology Company in 1999.

"Why is Dayton Audubon's donation so important? Birders and 
ornithologists recognize North American Birds as an indispensable resource 
for the study of bird distribution. It publishes the results of an extensive 
network of volunteers who contribute and evaluate bird records from across 
the continent. Regional editors discuss all-important bird observations that 
take place in their region each season. Beside the major rarities, they discuss 
many other aspects of distribution in depth, including range expansions and 
contractions, new nesting records, "invasions" of a particular species or 
family, early and late dates of regular species, and so much else. NAB 
provides a permanent written record of this information, which serves as a 
resource for the many books that we all use on a daily basis, such as field 
guides, state avifaunal works, and other top-level publications such as The 
Birds of North America. You can see that NAB is a cornerstone of the North 
American ornithological record.

"Assuming the role of guardian of this important publication has posed 
enormous challenges for ABA, and we are grateful to those associated with 
Dayton Audubon, who have helped provide funding to support the effort. 
ABA continues to develop NAB by adding more articles of substance, and by 
continuing to promote its value to a younger birding community. In the end, 
the continued success of the magazine will be assured if the birding and 
ornithological community demonstrates a need by subscribing. ABA will 
continue to strive to match the content of the publication to the needs of the 
bird watching public. Dayton Audubon's financial contribution increases 
ABA's flexibility to experiment in these areas.

"Thank you Dayton Audubon! ABA greatly appreciates your vision and your 
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support.

Sincerely, 
Dr Paul Green 
Executive Director 
American Birding Association"

Aullwood Updates

Environmental Education Council of Ohio 
2001 Annual Conference 
"Take Flight with Environmental Education" 
April 27-29 at Aullwood Center. 
See www.muc.edu/~mcclauca/EECO/eeco.htm

"Saving Endangered Seabirds: Lessons from Puffins and Terns" 
Dr.Steve Kress 
Saturday, April 28 at 8 p.m., Northmont High School Auditorium 
Admission $5 at the door. 
Call 890-7360 for more details.

DAS Scholarships Available

Dayton Audubon Society shows its commitment to education by offering a variety of 
scholarships. To receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials 
Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tschaefer@ameritech.net. You 
can also leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon.
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed 
in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us 

on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to April. See you there!

PLEASE NOTE: THE APRIL 2001 MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON APRIL 25 AT 
BOOKS & CO. SEE YOU THERE! 
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Meet Our Grant Recipients
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The Dayton Audubon Society is committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering annual financial scholarships and grants to individuals who we 
feel can make a difference in our community. At this month's program, on May 16, we 
will have a chance to meet some of our recent grant recipients, including Susan Seela 
and Pam Sizemore of Sugar Creek Elementary School. Susan and Pam, who were 
among the first recipients of our new Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, have used the 
money received from DAS, as well as from other grant programs, to build an exciting 
environmental education program at their school. Also on hand will be Bryan Wallace, 
a who received a special grant from DAS for his biological research in South America 
(see below).

The program will be held on May 16 at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is 
via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited 
to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. Please come out to meet our 
grant recipients, and hear the results of DAS's investment in their work.

The Wallace Chronicles

Bryan Wallace, a graduate of Chaminade-Julienne High School and the University of 
Dayton, last year received a special DAS grant to help with his biological research in 
Central and South America. This report, which will be continued in next month's Yellow 
Warbler, is his final report from Cabo San Lucas, Mexico ,where he had been monitoring 
and tagging leatherback turtles. He is currently working in Chiclayo, Peru with two local 
organizations active in captive breeding and reintroduction of the White-winged Guan in 
its restricted habitat on the Pacific side of the Andes.

"Although hot and desert-like during the day here in Baja California, during my 
nightly patrols of the desolate coastline in search of nesting leatherback turtles I am 
bundled much like my fellow Daytonians, fighting the cold of December. As we are 
entering the most important part of the nesting season, we are on the beach for as long 
as our over-worked ATVs will allow us each night, trying to encounter one of these 
prehistoric monstrosities known here in Mexico as la tortuga laud.

"The first leatherback I was able to personally tag was testimony to the conservation 
effort here and others all over the world; she was missing her entire right rear flipper. 
Unfortunately, she serves as another stark reminder of the enormously destructive 
impact of human carelessness and degradation of the environment and its inhabitants, 
as the probable culprit of her handicap was either a ill-cast fishing net or boat 
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propeller. However, we are working to confirm the importance of this beach as a 
legitimate leatherback beach, so that she and the rest of her kind might have at least 
one more safe haven in their (and our) quest to save the species from extinction." 
(Continued next month.)

2001 Birdathon

I want to thank everyone who participated in Dayton Audubon Birdathon 2001, 
including the newest Birdathon team, the Tenacious Towhees from Xenia Central 
Middle School, led by Cindy Beckman! It is the participants who make this one and 
only fund raising drive worthwhile, and such a fun and wonderful way to help our 
environment by contributing to Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm and the Beaver 
Creek Wetlands Association.

It's not too late to send in your contribution to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45415-5398. Please get those pledges collected and to 
me, Judy Whitaker (293-1914), or to the above address, by June 1, 2001! THANKS!

"Audubon's Guide for a Healthy Backyard and Beyond" charts are available at 
Aullwood and Wild Birds Unlimited, or by contacting Dayton Audubon. Get yours 
today; help detoxify the backyards, schoolyards, and community spaces of America! 

Welcome - Springboro, Franklin, and Carlisle!
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Recently, a number of Dayton Audubon members who have moved to Springboro and 
Franklin contacted DAS to report that they were no longer receiving The Yellow 
Warbler or other DAS mailings. Unbeknown to those members, Springboro and 
Franklin were not part of the assigned territory for Dayton Audubon; when they 
notified National Audubon of their change of address, NAS simply notified us that 
those members had moved out of the chapter territory.

Fortunately, the Ohio state office of National Audubon, Audubon Ohio, has granted 
our request to assign Springboro (ZIP code 45066), Franklin (ZIP code 45006), and 
Carlisle (ZIP code 45005) to Dayton Audubon. Audubon Ohio has recognized that 
increasing number of people from the Dayton area are moving to those towns but still 
feel they are part of greater Dayton.

Individuals in those ZIP codes will become DAS members when they next renew their 
memberships, and any new members from there will be automatically assigned to our 
chapter. ALL National Audubon members have the option of specifying which Chapter 
they belong to by contacting National Audubon member services at 1-800-274-4201.

Urban Sprawl

In response to a Feb. 11, 2001 Parade Magazine article, "Please Don't Feed the 
Animals" by Earl Swift, DAS member Judith A. Espedal wrote the following letter to 
the Dayton Daily News, stating that Mr. Swift used the problems of suburbanites 
battling wild neighbors to promote an anti-environmentalist position. He seemed to be 
especially hostile to efforts to bring predators back from the brink of extinction.

"Obviously wild animals that become a nuisance or threat to human life in suburban 
neighborhoods must be removed or destroyed. However, even Mr. Swift admits that it 
is the humans who have moved into the animals' backyard, not the animals that have 
moved into the humans' backyards. The real solution is to address the issue of 
suburban sprawl that threatens wildlife habitat and turns the farmland our 
descendants may need for food into strip malls and the small "country estates" that 
today's upwardly mobile middle class professionals prefer to traditional residential 
areas like Oakwood and Kettering. We need to set aside much more green space, 
support independent farmers so they don't need to sell out to greedy developers, and 
pass laws restricting such development in some areas. Otherwise the only place animals 
will have to live will be in people's back yards.

"Although much more needs to be done, there are organizations in our area that are 
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trying to address the problem. Two examples of such groups are the Five Rivers 
Metroparks and the Tecumseh Land Trust. Part of Five Rivers Metroparks 
Metroparks' mission is wildlife conservation, which includes buying additional wildlife 
habitat areas when opportunity and funding permit. They are doing an excellent job, 
but the necessity of public funding limits the amount of land they can afford, and they 
do not directly address the issue of urban sprawl.

"The Tecumseh Land Trust, founded in 1990 in Miami Township, Green County, does 
address urban sprawl in a more direct manner, and also addresses the need of keeping 
agricultural land for agricultural use. The Tecumseh Land Trust is funded by 
foundation grants and through private donations and it relies on the voluntary 
cooperation of farmers and other land owners.

"The primary methods used to manage the land use in Green County are through 
conservation easements and purchase of development rights. A conservation easement 
attaches to the property deed restrictions that exclude activities like commercial 
development or residential subdivision. These are set up by the owner, voluntarily, and 
can be set up for a finite period of time or in perpetuity.

"The purchase of development rights is used to set up the same kind of deed 
restrictions as a conservation easement, but involves paying the landowner the 
difference between what the property would sell for if it is sold as agricultural land and 
what it would sell for if it is sold as commercial land. The landowner retains ownership 
of the land itself but is restricted in what he can do with the land and who he may sell it 
to. This is again a voluntary program and is an especially fair method of preventing 
urban sprawl, since the landowner does not experience economic loss through the 
restrictions put on his land. The biggest disadvantage is that it is very expensive, often 
requiring several thousand dollars per acre. Finding adequate funding to use the 
purchase of development rights as the main method of containing urban sprawl can be 
a daunting difficulty.

"Restricting laws and zoning regulations can also be used to control urban sprawl, but 
these can result in economic loss to farmers and may be vigorously opposed by 
developers. There is no easy or only answer to the problem of urban sprawl, but as we 
progress into the 21st century we need to find answers. Otherwise all we will be able to 
pass on to future generations may be animals in zoos and videotapes of what used to 
be."
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. 

To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers 
whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. 

Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
on the third Wednesday of every month from September to April. See you there!
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DAS Annual Meeting/Election

Dayton Audubon's 2001 Annual Meeting will take place on June 20 at Wegerzyn 
Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.. This will 
be a casual, pleasant evening, and a good opportunity to meet other members and hear 
about what has happened with DAS in the past year, and what's expected in the coming 
year.

We also will be electing officers and directors for 2001-2002. The nominating 
committee will present the following slate:

President: Jim Arnold 
1st Vice President: Dick Balk 
2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan 
Treasurer: Todd Jergens 
Recording Secretary: Betty Leve 
Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp
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Directors - term expires 2004: 
Jennifer Monahan 
Jim Simpson

We meet in the lower level at Wegerzyn- entry is via the ramp to the west of the main 
entrance. Parking is free. Please join us!.

The Shawen Grant

The Dayton Audubon Society would like to help young folk learn more about those 
feathery creatures inhabiting schoolyards, land labs, and our own backyards in the 
Miami Valley.

Teachers, scout leaders, and other youth group coordinators are encouraged to hatch 
an idea and ask for financial assistance to make it happen!

Bird feeders? A bird blind for the land lab? Feed? Field guides? A guest speaker with 
slides to bring birds really up-close-and-personal? A curriculum that gets into the 
science of birds? We'd like to do what we can!

The Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, named after a long-time friend and 
chapter treasurer, was created in fall 1999 to advance birding among young people in 
the DAS membership area. The grants assist teachers and adult leaders in getting what 
they need to put together a birding program for elementary and secondary school-aged 
kids.

The goal of this ornithology grant is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for 
elementary and secondary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to 
promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats.

The amount of the grant is limited to $250 per request. More than one grant may be 
made annually, depending on available funds. Applicants will be interviewed before 
grants are determined.

While not essential for grant approval, grant recipients will be asked to make a brief 
presentation at a chapter meeting outlining the impact of the grant on their program.
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Grant applications are available from the Dayton Audubon Society Projects and 
Memorials chairperson. For further information, call Tom Schaefer (937/276-2162) or 
email tschaefer@ameritech.net. Also, feel free to leave a message at our website: (www.
dayton.net/audubon/)

Snail mail works, too. You can find us at: 
Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

Mark Your Calendar for Audubon's Autumn Adventure

Are you interested in learning about bird conservation from some of the foremost 
experts in the field? Or spending a beautiful fall weekend in a beautiful natural setting?

Audubon Ohio is pleased to announce it's 3rd Annual Conference: Audubon's Autumn 
Adventure. After a spectacular event last fall, the conference is returning to the 
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm. This year's conference will be held Friday 
through Saturday, October 19-21.

The highlight of the event will be world-renowned ornithologist Kenn Kaufman. His 
presentation, entitled "The Secret Lives of Birds and Birders," will be featured at a 
Saturday evening banquet in the beautiful Marie Aull Education Center. Mr. Kaufman 
will also be available to sign his books, including The Focus Guide to North American 
Birds, The Lives of North American Birds, and Kingbird Highway: The Story of a 
Natural Obsession that Got a Little Out of Hand.

The conference will kick off Friday evening with an informal reception and activities at 
the Aullwood Farm. The evening will feature Charley Harper, one of America's most 
engaging and loved wildlife artists, as he shares with us his unique view of the natural 
world.

Saturday starts bright and early with a bird walk. The day includes:

* Jeff Wells, National Audubon Society's Bird Conservation Director, on Audubon's 
national initiatives in bird conservation 
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* John Ritzenthaler, Audubon Ohio's Director of Habitat Conservation, on bird 
conservation efforts within Ohio 
* workshops centered on the themes of bird conservation, nature education, and 
building stronger chapters.

The new Marie Aull Education Center will shine on Saturday evening, which 
culminates with Mr. Kaufman's presentation and book signing. The special evening will 
also feature awards to honor exceptional individuals and chapters in the fields of 
education and conservation.

Finally, the post-conference field trip on Sunday will take you on a tour of some 
important birding spots near Aullwood. It will be a great chance to spend time with 
newfound friends.

The cost of the entire conference is $80, which includes all workshops, dinner on 
Friday, lunch on Saturday, and the special events on Saturday evening. The fee for 
those who wish to leave before the Saturday evening reception and banquet is $55.

Be sure to watch for registration materials in the July issue of Audubon Ohio's 
newsletter. If you would like nomination forms for the awards or more information 
about the conference, please contact Audubon Ohio at (614) 224-3303 or by e-mail at 
ohio@audubon.org. 

The Wallace Chronicles

Bryan Wallace, a graduate of Chaminade-Julienne High School and the University of 
Dayton, last year received a special DAS grant to help with his biological research in 
Central and South America. This is the conclusion of his final report from Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico ,where he had been monitoring and tagging leatherback turtles. He is 
currently working in Chiclayo, Peru with two local organizations active in captive 
breeding and reintroduction of the White-winged Guan in its restricted habitat on the 
Pacific side of the Andes.

Laura Sarti, of the Instituto Nacional de la Pesca in Mexico, and Dr. Scott Eckert, of 
Hubbs Sea World Research Institute in San Diego, -- the experts whose impetus 
initially spawned this project -- had originally hoped that we would mark between 6-8 
females and have about 50 reported body pits (nesting events, crawls, etc.) by the end of 
the season in late February/ early March. As of January 17th, our team of biologists 
and volunteers, headed by Cristina Ordoñez, marked our 16th nesting female and 
recorded our 96th body pit. Officially, we have exceeded any and all expectations the 
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consulting biologists had for our population assessment of the nesting leatherback 
turtles, Dermochelys coriacea, on the beach here.

The very basic data we have collected have important implications for future 
investigations of Pacific leatherback populations, because we have marked a high 
number of turtles (16) for the number of body pits we have recorded (96) in this 25-30 
km stretch of beach. In addition, of the 16 turtles we have marked, we have only seen 9 
a second time, and only 3 of these three or more times. This suggests various interesting 
possible explanations for the actual behavior of the turtles. One hypothesis is that this 
could be a "transient beach", an idea that proposes that these turtles are migrating 
back from northern feeding grounds to their actual nesting beaches and simply 
stopping ashore to make one nest on the way. This idea, however, does not have many 
proponents in the world of leatherback research, because of the high level of philopatry 
(the tendency to nest in the general beach area from whence they hatched and first hit 
the surf) characteristic of nesting females of this species.

A second hypothesis, and probably the most likely, is that this "nesting beach" is much 
longer than the relatively small part we monitor. In other words, the boundaries that 
we have set for this beach we patrol are not those that the turtles are using. We could 
mark a turtle one night, but ten days later she could come up again and make another 
nest much farther north or south of us, but we will not be able to see her. The hundreds 
of kilometers of beach lining the Pacific coastline of Baja California, Mexico, is 
relatively unscathed by human development and natural barriers, and therefore is 
continuous pristine nesting territory for leatherbacks. This could be an archetypal 
nesting beach for these turtles; its kind just doesn't exist in many other places in the 
world.

The latitude of this beach here in Agua Blanca, Mexico, is its claim to fame. This is the 
highest concentration of leatherback nests this far north in the entire Eastern Pacific. 
This means that the ambient temperature here is also unusually low for an important 
leatherback beach. We have been recording sand temperatures at 80 cm depth (that of 
a typical leatherback nest) on the beach at three different distances from the ocean 
throughout the entire season, and we have discovered that the temperature here is 
about 7-10°C less than has been recorded at typical leatherback beaches. This has 
severe implications on the development of the eggs, because temperature not only 
determines the sex of the hatchlings, but also the rate of development. Therefore, at the 
temperatures we are recording, not only should every hatchling develop as male, but 
they should not even be ready to leave the nests until April or May. However, because 
we do have females nesting, at some time in the past the nest temperatures had to have 
been warm enough to develop females. Basically, everything we are finding out is 
helping to shed light on a very unique situation where there are as yet many 
unanswered questions.
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It is pretty rewarding to know that this time last year I was suffering through countless 
lectures while still in school, while now I am helping to establish a solid foundation for 
future research and conservation in an area heretofore unknown. And without the 
support and encouragement of my fellow Daytonians and Audubon Society faithful, I 
wouldn't even be here. I thank you, and so does the species we are saving from the 
threshold of extinction. 

Bogus Birdies

A column in The Washington Post of April 10 reported that the CBS television network 
was embarrassed by some anomalous background sounds during the broadcast of 
several golf tournaments last year. Alert viewers heard rather unusual birds singing 
during these tournaments, including Canyon Wrens at the Buick Open in Michigan 
and White-throated Sparrows at the August PGA Championship in Kentucky. When 
confronted by a Post writer, CBS confessed that they had dubbed in taped bird calls to 
enhance the tournament atmosphere for viewers.

The network promised it would discontinue the practice and, according to the Post, the 
bird songs at this year's Masters' Tournament in Georgia were appropriate for the 
time and location. No one is certain, however, whether the birds were actually on the 
golf course, or if CBS has learned to pick the right tapes...

(Thanks to DAS member Ralph Dennler. - ed.) 

"Audubon's Guide for a Healthy Backyard and Beyond" charts are available at 
Aullwood and Wild Birds Unlimited, or by contacting Dayton Audubon. Get yours 
today; help detoxify the backyards, schoolyards, and community spaces of America! 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. 

To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers 
whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. 

Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
on the third Wednesday of every month from September to April. See you there!
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Birdathon Wrap-up

The Dayton Audubon Society had a most successful 2001 Birdathon. A big THANK 
YOU to everyone who contributed time and money to make this such a great year! We 
were able to collect over $3,400.00 from our pledges, which was divided equally 
between the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association and Aullwood Audubon Center and 
Farm.

We had 10 teams entered in this years Birdathon, and about 70 individuals participated 
in collecting pledges. A whopping 136 different species were recorded collectively, with 
The Old Birds the top team at 125. The Philanthropic Phalaropes were second with 95 
species.

The Old Birds also brought in the most money at $580.75; the Tenacious Towhees were 
second with $563.11, and the Vivacious Vireos third at $460.28!

The Towhees are from the Xenia Central Middle School, and the Vireos from Xenia's 
Cox Elementary School, organized by teacher Cindy Beckman.
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The most money collected by an individual was Jim Hill's $412.00. The most money 
collected by rookie Birdathoners was $79.25 by Robby O'Banion of the Tenacious 
Towhee team, and a near tie at $79.20 by Brandon Jordon of the Vivacious Vireo team!

Another BIG THANK YOU goes to Jerry Kallas, who organized the Alter Knight 
Owls. This team was made up of the ornithology class from Alter High School and a 
group from the Charles I. Lathrem Senior Adult Center in Kettering.

Each and everyone made this a special Birdathon year, and so much fun!

Backyards for Wildlife

Merle Carr Jr. will be our program speaker at the September 19th DAS meeting. 
Merle, a member of the Dayton Audubon Board of Directors, is a "Certified Backyard 
for Wildlife" participant through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division 
of Wildlife. He will share his efforts and experiences, showing us what works and what 
doesn't, and explain how you, too, can have your backyard habitat certified by both 
ODNR and the National Wildlife Federation.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the 
west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited to attend and there is 
no admission fee. Parking is free. C'mon out, and get that backyard habitat started!

"Audubon's Guide for a Healthy Backyard and Beyond" charts are available at 
Aullwood and Wild Birds Unlimited, or by contacting Dayton Audubon. Get yours 
today; help detoxify the backyards, schoolyards, and community spaces of America! 

A Word to Dayton Audubon Society Members
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As we start the new Audubon season, I would like to welcome all National Audubon 
members from Springboro and Franklin to the Dayton Chapter. The addition of these 
two areas helps make the chapter more representative of the greater Dayton area.

Membership in Audubon has become more important as the current Presidential 
administration, which is less sensitive to environmental issues, takes shape. It is 
therefore important for our local chapter to encourage new and renewing members to 
use the membership form in this newsletter or on our web page. As the year progresses 
we will have more information about membership. I appreciate all members' support 
and hope to see you on the trail. Good birding!

Jim Arnold, President

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton 
area chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. 

To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers 
whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. 

Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, 
on the third Wednesday of every month from September to April. See you there!

Calendar
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Please see the Field Trip Schedule for a list of DAS activities, including September field 
trips.

Tuesday, September 11, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Five Rivers MetroParks Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Wednesday, September 19, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Program. 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
"Backyards for Wildlife" by Merle Carr. 
Please see the article above for details.

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

 
Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the 
coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are 
still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 

 
The Dively Scholarship
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Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the 
Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member 
Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship 
has helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals 
in fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, 
such as environmental law, are possible. 

 
The Shawen Grant

The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their 
habits, and their habitats. 

 
What can you do?

Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, 
please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail 
him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also write to

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398 
or leave a message at our website, 
www.dayton.net/Audubon.
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Due to a large slate of upcoming events, Audubon Ohio has decide to scale back the 
conference that was described in the last issue of The Yellow Warbler. The program, in 
partnership with the Ohio Audubon Council, is still planned as a one-day event at 
Aullwood on Saturday, October 20. World-renowned ornithologist Kenn Kaufman will 
still be a part of the program. More details and a final agenda will be available soon; 
watch for the next issue of this newsletter, or check for updates on-line at www.dayton.
net/audubon, or via phone at the DAS Rare Bird Alert, 937-640-2473. You can also call 
Audubon Ohio at 614-224-3303.
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October Program

The program for October 17 will feature DAS Board member and Conservation Chair 
Jim Simpson, who is the coach of the ornithology section of Centerville High School's 
Science Olympiad team. The Centerville team placed second in the 2000 national 
competition, their first year of participation. Jim has been an occasional program 
presenter in the past, and his wide knowledge of birds, excellent photographs, and dry 
wit always provide an interesting evening. Join us this month as Jim recounts the 
Science Olympiad and reviews his plans for the 2001 challenge; maybe we'll even play 
"Who Wants to Be a Birder."

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the 
west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited to attend and there is 
no admission fee. Parking is free. 
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Calendar of Events

Sunday, October 7, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park.  
If you haven't gone birding in this corner of Dayton, you are in for a big surprise! 
Come take a look at Sycamore State Park with DAS Board Member Todd Jergens (837-
4302). Northwest of Dayton in the city of Trotwood along Wolf Creek, the meadows, 
woodlots, ponds, and creeks of Sycamore State Park provide an excellent place to look 
for birds and other wildlife. To get there, take US 35 west from Dayton about 6 miles to 
Snyder Road, then right (north) 3-1/2 miles to Wolf Creek Pike, turn left to the parking 
lot a short distance down the road on the right side. 

Tuesday, October 9, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting.  
Five Rivers MetroParks Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue. 

Saturday, October 13, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: New, Unnamed Property Northwest of Germantown MetroPark. 
Five Rivers MetroParks has recently added another 500 acres of old- growth forest NW 
of Germantown MetroPark along Twin Creek. Dave Nolin (426-9302), Assistant 
Director for Stewardship for the MetroParks, is very excited about this new property, 
and ready to lead a group of DAS participants on a tour of probably the wildest part of 
Montgomery County. With no trails, hiking will involve brush-trail conditions - come 
prepared for muddy feet, especially if it has rained recently. Join Dave by meeting at 
the Germantown MetroPark Nature Center parking lot. Take SR 4 southwest from 
Dayton about 10 miles, then west on SR 725 through Germantown; go about 2 miles 
past Germantown to Boomershine Road (which is past Conservancy Road). Right on 
Boomershine, one mile to the park entrance. Follow the main park road to the Nature 
Center parking lot.

Sunday, October 14, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: CJ Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
CJ Brown Reservoir near Springfield has a number of habitats to explore, including a 
deep-water lake, shallow inlets, beach, and seasonal mudflats, as well as patches of 
woods and grasslands. Join Leader Dick Balk (434-3801) to look for a variety of 
species, including fall waterfowl, shorebirds, and a few late passerine migrants. Take I- 
70 east to US 68. North to SR 344, east to SR 4, south to Croft Road, east across the 
dam, to the state park entrance. Meet at the parking lot by the water north of the check-
in station (north end of the beach).

Wednesday, October 17, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Program.  
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With Jim Simpson. Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. Please 
see above for details.

Sunday, November 4, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar Creek Lake.  
Located southeast of the metro Dayton area, Caesar Creek State Park has many 
different habitats available for birding, including (besides the lake itself) newly created 
wetlands, fields, and woodlots. We could still see some southbound passerine migrants 
around, in addition to the numerous local avian residents. Meet John and Karen 
Shrader (436-3664) at the State Park Office just west of the bridge on the north side of 
SR 73 (east of Waynesville) just before you cross the lake.

DAS Scholarships Available

The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education and, in part, shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships annually to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. Perhaps you know someone who might benefit from the 
DAS mission. Read on and, if you can, help us find deserving scholars. 

 
Charlie Breish Memorial Camp Scholarships 

Dayton Audubon offers financial assistance for teachers and other adults to 
attend National Audubon's summer ecology workshops in the Wind River 
Mountains of Wyoming, the woodland community of Connecticut, and the 
coast of Maine.

While the camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are 
still especially popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or 
secondary teacher, let us know about them!

National Audubon also offers a summer camp in Maine to youngsters ages 10 
through 14. 
 

The Dively Scholarship
Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the 
Dively Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member 
Dick Dively. Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship 
has helped both undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals 
in fields that further the cause of environmentalism and conservation. Dively 
scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; other connections, 
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such as environmental law, are possible.  
 

The Shawen Grant
The Bob Shawen Memorial Youth Ornithology Grant was established in 
memory of long-time DAS activist Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to 
provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary classrooms, youth 
groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their 
habits, and their habitats. 

What can you do?
Help us find scholarship candidates. Talk to interested people or people you think 
ought to be interested. Spread the word! To recommend candidates, apply for 
scholarships, or receive further information, please call DAS Projects/Memorials Chair 
Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162, or e-mail him at tom@earthspeaks.org. You can also 
write to

Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, 
www.dayton.net/Audubon.

The Dayton Audubon Society received the following thank-you letter from Englewood 
teacher Maureen McCormick, who received a camp scholarship from DAS this past 
summer. 

"Please deliver my sincere thanks to the Dayton Audubon Society for allowing 
me the opportunity to attend the Maine Camp with a Charlie Briesch Memorial 
Camp Scholarship. I really appreciated your kind offer of a full scholarship and 
the travel support money you gave me. I thoroughly enjoyed the week at camp 
and will bring much of what I experienced to the classroom. This type of 
experience is what provides teachers with fresh ideas and new perspectives. 
Dayton Audubon is certainly to be commended for realizing this and making it 
happen.

Again, thank you all for the opportunity.

Maureen McCormick 
Northwood Elementary 
Northmont City Schools" 
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Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one 
of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures 
program. Audubon Adventures provides to participating classrooms four packets, each 
covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal communication, 
wildflowers, and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, 
posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th 
grade level (although it has been used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The 
materials are fun as well as educational, and participating teachers have been 
unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area 
schools. If you know of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures 
for them, or you would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan 
at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, and the packets 
are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference!

Ken Kaufman Book Signing

Noted author and world-renowned ornithologist Ken Kaufman will give a talk and sign 
copies of his books at Books & Co., 350 East Stroop Road (in the Town and Country 
Shopping Center) on Thursday, October 18, at 7:00 p.m.. Mr. Kaufman's books include 
The Focus Guide to North American Birds, The Lives of North American Birds, and 
Kingbird Highway: The Story of a Natural Obsession that Got a Little Out of Hand. For 
more information, contact Sharon Kelly Roth at 937-298-6540. 

Environmental Legacy
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A bequest of any size to Dayton Audubon can have a lasting effect on ecological 
concerns and environmental education in the Dayton area. We ask that you consider 
leaving a specific amount, a percentage of your estate, or the remainder of your estate 
after other bequests, to the Dayton Audubon Society.

For more specifics on this, or other information about gift planning, please phone Tom 
Schaefer, 937-276-2162, or write to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler 
Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural 
sciences, and an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the 
membership are needed in order for the organization to reach its goals. If you would 
like to help in any of the following capacities, please let us know. Your involvement will 
be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Armchair Activist
     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Committee
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. 
Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jim 
Arnold at 293-4876, or leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 
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As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area 
chapter. There are no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out 

more about the Dayton Audubon Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed 
in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us 

on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the 
third Wednesday of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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Bird Kills at Communication Towers in Southwest Ohio

Audrey Mayer, Ph.D., from the Department of Biological Sciences at the University of Cincinnati, will 
present a program at the next meeting of the Dayton Audubon Society on November 21st. Dr. Mayer 
has been studying bird landscape issues and the effects of land cover and land use on bird diversity in 
Ohio. She is using Breeding Bird Survey data combined with satellite imagery of Ohio, as well as 
ground research, to look at diversity in different landscapes (urban, agricultural, and forested), and 
in particular the effects of communication towers on bird flight patterns and populations.

As an undergraduate student in California, Dr. Mayer spent four years studying the effects of fire on 
the California Gnatcatcher. She then conducted post-graduate dissertation research on the Cape 
Sable Seaside Sparrow in Everglades National Park, using plant surveys and satellite images to 
identify and track changes in the freshwater marl prairies that are the sparrow's habitat.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.
m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As 
always, the general public is invited to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free.

Gift Memberships Benefit All!

file:///Users/Mike/Documents/Dayton%20Audubon%20Society/YellowWarbler/2001/ywnov01.htm (1 of 6)1/1/11 9:28 AM



The Yellow Warbler

Through the end of this year, National Audubon is offering a gift membership incentive to all 
Audubon members, the Fall Incentive Program. For any gift membership given through December, 
National Audubon will give 100% of the special gift dues, $15, to the local chapter. Here's the perfect 
gift for that hard-to-please person on your list - membership in an important conservation/
environmental organization, with a subscription to the beautiful Audubon Magazine included! Your 
local chapter will benefit as well, helping to conserve birds, animals and their habitats in the Dayton 
area.

Previously, National Audubon had kept a large portion of each member's annual dues and given a 
smaller percentage of it to the local chapter. Beginning this year, the percentage of the split given to 
the local chapters has been reduced for any members not recruited by the local chapter. This 
Program, therefore, provides a great opportunity for DAS members to help build our local chapter 
and to increase the amount of dues share available for our local projects.

To participate, all you have to do is give a gift membership, at the reduced introductory rate of $15, to 
any of your friends or family! A special gift membership form is available; just contact Mike Coogan 
(438-5688) or Jim Arnold (862-4437) for details.

Calendar of Events

Sunday, November 4, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar's Creek Lake. 
Located southeast of the metro Dayton area, Caesar's Creek State Park has many different habitats 
available for birding, including (besides the lake itself) newly created wetlands, fields, and woodlots. 
We could still see some southbound passerine migrants around, in addition to the numerous local 
avian residents. Meet John and Karen Shrader (436-3664) at the State Park Office just west of the 
bridge on the north side of SR 73 (east of Waynesville) just before you cross the lake.

Saturday, November 10, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Eastwood MetroPark. 
Eastwood Lake (also known as the Hydrobowl) can be very attractive to southbound migrants, 
including numerous waterfowl; a fair number of very rare birds have shown up there over the years. 
In addition to the lake itself, the MetroPark lies along the Mad River, and this riparian area always 
holds a nice collection of avian species. To get there, take SR 4 expressway northeast from downtown, 
get off at the Harshman Road exit, and go south to the park entrance along the southern lakeshore - 
meet leader Charlotte Mathena (433-2167) at the large parking lot by the first building along the 
lakeshore.

Tuesday, November 13, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Five Rivers MetroParks Leland Center, 1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue.

Sunday, November 18, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Don't miss this popular traditional end to the fall season's field trips! You just never know what will 
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be seen on this trip. It could be lots of waterfowl, some shorebirds, a few early winter birds, Black 
Vultures, or Sandhill Cranes. Over the years, there have been all sorts of surprises at this beautiful 
park in nearby Indiana. Plan now to stay all morning - bring a picnic lunch with you, and since it is 
well into fall, bring a jacket in case the weather is a bit brisk! If you want to come for great birds 
AND fellowship, this is the trip for you! Take SR 725 west to Indiana 44 to Liberty. South on Rt. 101 
to the state park sign. Meet leaders: Lee and Polly Hall (434-4531) at the park entrance. Don't forget 
your good luck "bear claw necklace"!

Wednesday, November 21, 7:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon Society Program. 
"Communication Tower Bird Kills" by Audrey Mayer, Ph.D. Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue. Please see article above for details.

Christmas Bird Count Coming Soon

Dayton Audubon's 77th annual Christmas Bird Count will take place Sunday, December 30. This is 
one of our major yearly events, and each year a few really good birds show up to add excitement to 
the task of counting our common winter species. Mark the date on your calendar now.

Details about the Annual Count Compilation Meeting, count territories, and leaders will be published 
in the next Yellow Warbler, or you can stay posted on-line at www.dayton.net/Audubon/ and by 
phone at the RBA hotline, 937-640-2473, both of which will be updated as details are finalized.

Audubon Ohio Unveils New Website

Audubon Ohio, National Audubon's state office in Columbus, has announced their new website at http://www.
audubon.org/chapter/oh/oh/. Take a look to keep up to date on all of AO's different programs.

Wetland Legislation Update
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Ohio House Bill 320 received sponsor testimony from the House Energy and Environment Committee 
in Columbus on Thursday, September 20. Statewide environmental groups charge that the bill would 
make it easier for developers to destroy existing wetlands, lakes, rivers, and streams. The bill's use of 
mitigation, or replacement of the destroyed natural area, has also been challenged.

For more information on the bill, log onto 
www.ohio.sierraclub.org/legislation/hbe320.asp or www.ohiowetlands.net. 
Let your representatives know your thoughts.

Reprinted from "The Spotted Turtle," the newsletter of the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association.

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge Needs Your Help

A letter from National Audubon Society President John Flicker:

At present, the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is Audubon's top organization-wide advocacy priority. Because in 
its earliest days the new Administration made clear that drilling in the Arctic was one of its high priorities, 
Audubon has over the last 9 months:

  - made an Arctic Refuge video for its grassroots network and the public to 
show     
    what is at stake;
  - produced and aired a television commercial urging citizens to contact 
their       
    lawmakers to protect the Arctic Refuge; 

  - incorporated Arctic Refuge action measures into advocacy workshops; 
  - used our Audubon Advisory, Armchair Activist and Action Alerts to 
encourage       
    members to contact Congress in support of protecting the refuge;
  - established a special "Protect the Arctic" website that presents current 
updates  
    and background information on the issue and offers the opportunity to 
communicate 
   with Members of Congress instantly; 
  - through Audubon Alaska, worked with the scientific community to bolster the 
case  
    for protection of the Arctic Refuge, document the impacts and "footprint" of 
the  
    oil industry, and bring scientists' concerns directly to the White 
House,         
    Congress and the media.
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In the summer, as it became clear that House action on energy legislation would involve a close vote on oil 
drilling in the Arctic Refuge, key State Directors came to Washington to talk to their representatives, while 
others communicated by telephone, letters and e-mails. Our grassroots staff in the Washington policy office made 
thousands of phone calls to chapters and activists across the country and sent tens of thousands of e-mails. All of 
these efforts were coordinated with the entire conservation community. Unfortunately, politics triumphed over 
policy, and the House voted 222-206 on August 1 to open the Arctic Refuge to oil drilling.

Looking to the immediate future, the action is now in the Senate. In the next few weeks, our efforts are focused 
first on ensuring that the Senate not act hastily to attach the Arctic Refuge oil drilling measure to an energy bill 
or some other legislation. In concert with the other organizations that have made the Arctic Refuge a top 
priority, we are tapping Audubon resources across the organization to reach key Senators on this issue. These 
efforts include radio and television ads, grassroots lobbying, work with the news media - all the tools in our 
toolkit. I will be visiting Senate offices in Washington and expect to call upon State Directors and national and 
state board members to help.

I encourage you to call, write or e-mail your own Senators to encourage them to oppose opening the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas development. You can also ask your friends and neighbors to do the same. 
Please let our D.C. staff know about your communications so they can have a record of contacts by Audubon 
Board members and staff. If you need additional information, you can go to our Arctic website (www.
protectthearctic.com) or contact our D.C. office at audubonaction@audubon.org.

Our work to protect the Arctic Refuge must continue. I have made it a personal as well as an Audubon priority, 
and look forward to working with the entire organization to secure permanent protection for the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. I welcome your comments and your suggestions about how we can work most effectively to 
achieve this goal.

Thank you, 
John Flicker 

Time and Talents

Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, and 
an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in order 
for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

      __ Armchair Activist
      __ Birdathon
      __ Conservation Committee
      __ Education Committee
      __ Field Trips
      __ Membership Committee
      __ Programs
      __ Publicity
      __ Yellow Warbler
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      __ Other:
       ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jim Arnold at 862-4437, or leave a 
message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are 
no local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon 
Society, contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization 

webpage. Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 
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Christmas Bird Count

One of our favorite events of the holiday season is the annual Dayton Audubon Christmas Bird Count. 
This year's 78th annual count will again be held the Sunday after Christmas, December 30, and even 
through snow, rain, or bitter cold we still always have a good time.

The National Audubon Christmas count, with which the DAS count has been affiliated since 1923, 
originated on Christmas Day in 1900. Twenty-seven New England conservationists organized a highly-
publicized bird count to protest the then-traditional "holiday side hunt," an organized hunting 
competition. The Christmas Bird Count became an annual tradition, and soon spread nationwide. 
The data collected over the years has provided statistically useful and interesting scientific 
information on early winter distribution patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional 
fluctuations), and serves as a valid indicator of the overall health of the environment.

On Count Day, local participants will search for birds in a 15-mile diameter area around Dayton. 
Count teams will attempt to identify and count all of the birds in 12 areas within the count circle (see 
below). Everyone is welcome to participate, so check the list of areas below to find the team you would 
like to join. Additionally, feeder watchers can participate as long as the feeder is within the count 
area, and the results are reported at or before the compilation meeting.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on Wednesday, January 2, at 
7:15 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if you cannot participate in the 
count itself, you are invited to attend the Compilation Meeting. Light refreshments will be served, and 
many interesting sightings and amusing tales will be told.
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Grab your binoculars, dress warmly, and come out for the fun. If you have any questions, please 
contact Charlotte Mathena at 433-2167. 

Christmas Count Areas and Leaders

Aullwood Audubon Center 
& Farm, Dayton Airport 
Ray Corder 833-4177

Carriage Hill MetroPark 
Mike Coogan 438-5688

Charleston Falls Reserve 
Bruce Boedecker 667-7269

Cricket Holler 
Jim Williams 342-9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 
Miami River North, 
Wolf Creek 
Dick Balk 886-0092

Eastwood Lake, 
Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River 
Dave Nolin 426-9302

Englewood MetroPark 
Betty Berry 836-3022

Hills & Dales Park, Old 
River Park, Carillon Park, 
Calvary Cemetery, Miami 
River South 
Daryl Michael 687-1480

Taylorsville MetroPark 
Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery 
Jim and Annette Arnold 
862- 4437

Wright State University, 
Hilltop Gravel Pit 
Mike Triplett 767-4341

Wright-Patterson AFB 
Charlotte Mathena 
433-2167

Calendar

Tuesday, December 12, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Sunday December 30 
78th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Wednesday, January 2, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. 
Please see the article above.

Wednesday, January 16, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Butterflies of Ohio", with Doug Overacker 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Please see the article below.

Saturday, February 9, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area. 
With over 8,000 acres of woods and fields, this excellent area has produced some VERY good winter 
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birds, making it well worth the cold. Five species of owls are possible, including Northern Saw-whet, 
Long-eared, Great Horned, Snowy, and Short-eared. Other interesting birds over the years have 
included Northern and Loggerhead Shrikes, Rough-legged Hawks, Snow Bunting, and Longspurs. 
Take US 68 north out of Springfield to Kenton, then NE on Ohio 67 to Marseilles. Go about 1/2 mile 
north of town, then turn east on County 75. Meet leaders Karen and John Shrader (436-3664) in the 
parking lot on the right, by the reservoir. Heavy coats and boots will likely be needed, and if you have 
a scope, please bring it. The trip will end by noon, but you may also wish to bring a lunch since there 
are no restaurants nearby. Please call the DAS Southwestern Ohio Rare Bird Alert Tape (640-BIRD) 
for confirmation that the trip will be held; it will be cancelled only with a winter storm warning.

Wednesday, February 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Members Show and Tell" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Please see the article below.

Saturday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: 16th Annual Oxbow Miami River. 
Our sixteenth annual walk at this excellent area where the Great Miami River meets the Ohio, west of 
Cincinnati. Always well worth the hour drive down. If the river is up, many waterfowl species, 
migrating shorebirds, herons, and raptors can be expected. Take I-75 south to I-275 west. Exit at US 
50 to Lawrenceburg just before the Ohio River bridge. Left at the traffic light on US 50 towards 
Lawrenceburg. Right just after parking for riverboat gambling (just before Ford dealership) on 
Rudolph Way, then about 1/3 mile to Gardens Alive; park east of the building. Please bring a lunch, 
and your scope if you have one. Leader: Jim Simpson (433-3649). 

Winter Programs: Butterflies in January, Show-and-Tell in February

The January, 2002 DAS program will feature Clark County Audubon member Doug Overacker, who 
will present a program on the Butterflies of Ohio. Doug is a long-time friend of Dayton Audubon who 
has lead many field trips for us, as well as presenting interesting programs. What better time than 
January to lose yourself in thoughts of flowers, butterflies, and the warmth of spring? Come on out on 
Wednesday, January 16 for a fine relief from the mid-winter blues.

On Wednesday, February 20, we'll be bringing back the perennially popular Members Slide Show. 
Not limited to slides, of course, all DAS members are invited to bring out their birding pictures, art 
work, or other items that you'd like to share with your fellow DAS members. It's always a good 
turnout, and plenty of fun, too. Dust off that old projector carousel and show us your stuff!

Both programs will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.
m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As 
always, the general public is invited to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. Hang this 
article on your fridge so you don't forget! 

NAS and Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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Announce the 5th Annual

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT

We invite you to join us! 
February 15-18, 2002 
* All ages and skill levels welcome 
* Help scientists define the status of winter birds 
* Join backyard birders from Nome to Key West 
* Become a Citizen Scientist 
* Spread the word

Participate by visiting 
http://www.birdsource.org

Audubon Contact: Matthew McKown 
mmckown@audubon.org

Cornell Contact: Brian Mingle 
cornellbirds@cornell.edu 

Gift Memberships Benefit All!

Through the end of December, 2001, National Audubon is offering a gift membership incentive to all 
Audubon members, the Fall Incentive Program. For any gift membership given through December, 
National Audubon will give 100% of the special gift dues, $15, to the local chapter. Here's the perfect 
gift for that hard-to-please person on your list - membership in an important conservation/
environmental organization, with a subscription to the beautiful Audubon Magazine included! Your 
local chapter will benefit as well, helping to conserve birds, animals and their habitats in the Dayton 
area.

Previously, National Audubon had kept a large portion of each member's annual dues and given a 
smaller percentage of it to the local chapter. Beginning this year, the percentage of the split given to 
the local chapters has been reduced for any members not recruited by the local chapter. This 
Program, therefore, provides a great opportunity for DAS members to help build our local chapter 
and to increase the amount of dues share available for our local projects.

To participate, all you have to do is give a gift membership, at the reduced introductory rate of $15, to 
any of your friends or family! A special gift membership form is available; just contact Mike Coogan 
(438-5688) or Jim Arnold (862-4437) for details.

Time and Talents
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Dayton Audubon is an organization of volunteers committed to education, the natural sciences, and 
an environmental ethic. Help and new ideas from the ranks of the membership are needed in order 
for the organization to reach its goals. If you would like to help in any of the following capacities, 
please let us know. Your involvement will be welcome. 

I would like to help with:

     __ Armchair Activist
     __ Birdathon
     __ Conservation Committee
     __ Education Committee
     __ Field Trips
     __ Membership Committee
     __ Programs
     __ Publicity
     __ Yellow Warbler
     __ Other:
      ________________________

Send with your name and phone number to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Ave., 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398. You can also call DAS President Jim Arnold at 862-4437, or leave a 
message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 

As a member of the National Audubon Society, you are also a member of the Dayton area chapter. There are no 
local dues, and you receive your newsletter automatically. To find out more about the Dayton Audubon Society, 

contact one of the officers whose numbers are listed in the Dayton Audubon Society Organization webpage. 
Better yet, come to a meeting or join us on a field trip!

The DAS meets at 7:00 p.m. at the Wegerzyn Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue, on the third Wednesday 
of every month from September to June. See you there! 

The next issue of The Yellow Warbler will be published in early March 2002.

The officers and directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish everyone a joyful holiday 
season and a happy and prosperous new year.
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