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Female Ornamentation and its Possible Influences on Male Behavior

Possible?!? 
Well, we're talking about Cardinals here (the birds, not the prelates, of course), and in particular of a field study of 
Cardinal behavior and ornamentation being conducted by Jodie Jawor, a graduate student at the University of Dayton 
under Dr. Randall Breitwisch. The study is being conducted at Aullwood.

Jodie, a current recipient of Dayton Audubon's Dively Scholarship, will present a program about her research at the 
next DAS meeting, March 15, 7:00 p.m., along with another Dively scholarship recipient, Lesley Knoll.

Lesley is a junior at Miami University (Middletown campus), majoring in botany. She has recently been involved in 
research on phytoplankton productivity and diversity in 12 Ohio reservoirs, on a Howard Hughes Internship. (See the 
article below.)

Dayton Audubon is proud of our scholarship assistance programs to conservation and environmental students from the 
Miami Valley. Come out to Cox Arboretum this month and meet a couple of the beneficiaries, who have generously 
volunteered to share some of their findings with us.
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assessment (EA), FWS initiated the final phase for a possible go-ahead with development of the Darby NWR.

The draft EA describes a vision for restoration and long-term protection of a significant portion of the upper Little 
Darby Creek watershed. The proposed refuge would provide wetland habitat for waterfowl and marsh birds, grassland 
areas for declining songbirds, and a surrounding designated farmland preservation area.

Unfortunately, two resolutions that oppose the proposed refuge have been introduced in the Ohio General Assembly. 
Ohio Senate Concurrent Resolution 28, co-sponosred by Senators Kearns, White, Mumper, Wachtmann, and Watts, 
and Ohio House Concurrent Resolution 44, sponsored by Representative Buchy, both call for the FWS to abandon its 
plans.

Funds needed to establish the refuge will likely not be provided by the U.S. Congress unless strong support is 
demonstrated in this early phase. Now is the time to let your voice be heard. Call your state Senator or Representative 
and request that they vote NO on these resolutions.

Friends of Hog Island

Many in the Audubon family recognize oddly-named Hog Island as the home of the Audubon Camp in Maine. Nestled 
just off of the mainland in Muscongus Bay, Hog Island has been home to the camp since its inception in 1935.

If you've ever been to the Audubon Camp in Maine, you know it to be a very special place. Maybe you went out on the 
launch to see Atlantic Puffins on Eastern Egg Rock; or went to Franklin Island to see the remains of the old lighthouse; 
or maybe even cruised over to Friendship, Maine to see some of the famous Friendship sloops.

However, changes are happening at Hog Island and the Camp in Maine. This past fall, management of the camp was 
taken over by Maine Audubon, the new state office of the National Audubon Society. Furthermore, the infrastructure 
in the old camp isnt aging very gracefully, and much restoration is needed. Yet summer programs continue.

Enter the Friends of Hog Island (FOHI). Like Friends of Aullwood, FOHI is lending support to important programs at 
the camp, as well as helping with the fund-raising needed to keep the camp structures viable for many seasons to 
come. A FOHI membership meeting is scheduled for Saturday, July 22, through Monday, July 24, 2000, on the island.

If you'd like to be on the newsletter mailing list, or just want to hear more about Friends of Hog Island, contact Tom 
Schaefer (276-2162) or tschaefer@ameritech.net) for more information.
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Help Neutralize Opposition to the Darby National Wildlife Refuge

Twenty-five miles west of Columbus, the two Darby Creeks flow through what remains of tall-grass prairie, as well as 
prime riparian habitat. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has proposed the creation of the Little Darby 
National Wildlife Refuge in Madison and Union Counties. With the November 1999 release of a draft environmental 
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Two of those scholarship recipients will present a program at our March meeting based on their studies (see the article 
above).

The following is excerpted from a letter we received this past fall from one of our current Dively Scholarship 
recipients, Lesley Knoll:

"I would like to express my gratitude for the financial assistance of this scholarship, and let you know a little bit about 
what I have been doing . 
I am now a junior majoring in Botany. I have maintained a grade point average of 3.934. I have been active in research 
at Miami by working in Dr. Michael Vanni's zoology lab since May of 1998. Through that lab, I had the opportunity to 
go to Venezuela to work on a National Science Foundation grant conducted by Dr. Vanni and Dr. Alexander Flecker 
of Cornell University. The research explores the importance of diversity found in a tropical stream. I worked on 
botanical and zoological aspects of the stream. I spent three months there. 
This past summer I received a Howard Hughes Internship to conduct a research project of my own. The internship 
gave me a stipend of $3,000 for the summer, along with 12 credit hours. I will work with Dr. Vanni and look at 
phytoplankton productivity and diversity in twelve Ohio reservoirs. 
For the future, I plan to go to graduate school to receive my Ph.D. I am not exactly sure what area of botany I will 
pursue, but I have been considering ethnobotany, plant geography, and evolutionary biology. I hope further research I 
conduct will point me in the direction I should follow. 
Once again, I greatly appreciate this scholarship that you have made available...and would like you to know how much 
it will truly help me.

Thank you, 
Lesley Knoll"

For more information on the Dively Scholarship, or other DAS scholarships, contact Tom Schaefer at 276-2162 or 
tschaefer@ameritech.net.

Nominating Committee Named

Todd Jergens, Dick Balk, and Lee Hall have been named to the Nominating Committee for this year's election of 
officers and directors. The elections will be held at our annual meeting on June 21.

If you know of anyone who would like to serve on our board, or if you yourself are interested, please contact Todd 
(837-4302), Dick (434-3801), or Lee (434-4531).
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DAS Scholarships

Among Dayton Audubon's educational activities is the Dively Scholarship awards. This fund, begun in memory of 
long-time DAS member Dick Dively, awards a small amount of money to applicants from the Dayton Audubon area 
who are majoring in subjects relevent to the Audubon mission.
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Twenty-four hours of fun and excitement - and for a good cause! For an entire day we look for as many species of 
birds as we can find. Get YOUR team organized NOW!. School groups are encouraged to participate, and corporate 
sponsors are needed.

Many neo-tropical migrants will be passing through our area in late April. They are most colorful and they sing, sing, 
sing! Join the wave!

Can anyone top the Old Squaws and the Jay Birders this year for the most species spotted, or the Cox Elementary 
team, the Vivacious Vireos, for the most money collected?

Where does the money go? To two great organizations right here in our area:

Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm 
The Beaver Creek Wetlands Association

The kick-off program will be held at 7:30 p.m. on April 19 at Books & Co. in the Town and Country Shopping Center, 
Stroop Road in Kettering. Aullwood Education Coordinator Tom Hissong will be there again to show slides and play 
the songs of some of our Birdathon birds.

After the count, Birdathon teams and participating individuals will meet at the Patty's Falls shelter in Englewood 
MetroPark at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 29. Well record our species counts, award prizes, and have refreshments. 
DON'T MISS IT!

For more information, please contact Judy Whitaker, 293-1914.

This years teams (so far): 

Old Squaws...................Charlotte Mathena and Sue Tackett
Jay Birders..................Jim Hill and John Howard
Aristoquacks.................Barbara Keegan, Jennifer Monahan, and Judy Whitaker
Philanthropic Phalaropes.....Jim Simpson and Mike Zimmerman
Wright State Rails...........WSU students
Solitary Sandpipers..........Mark Dillon and Mike Coogan
Vivacious Vireos.............Cox Elementary School students

DAS Birdathon 2000

Friday, April 28, 5:00 p.m. through 
Saturday, April 29, 5:00 p.m.
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Its Birdathon Time Again!

National Audubons Birdathon is the worlds largest competitive birdwatching event. Audubon Birdathoners 
raise over $1 million annually to support conservation programs, with over 30,000 participants and 100,000 
sponsors in more than 300 communities. Dayton, Ohio, is one of those communities, and our part of the 
Birdathon is for two excellent local conservation efforts, besides being so much FUN!

The 2000 DAS Birdathon will be held from 5:00 p.m. Friday, April 28, until 5:00 p.m. Saturday, April 29. 
Participants have 24 hours to find as many bird species as possible; sponsors make pledges based on the 
number of species identified. Any size pledge is acceptable, from as little as a nickle per species to $10 or more 
(or, a flat-fee pledge is also acceptable). The money raised is then donated to conservation and education 
programs at Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association.

Who takes part in Birdathon 2000? YOU DO. Anyone can participate in this birding blitz; serious, casual, or 
even first-time birdwatchers! And your friends, family, co-workers, or church members can support you with a 
pledge. (Corporations and other businesses are welcomed to sponsor, too.) We all need to commit to saving and 
repairing our environment. We need to maintain a healthy planet . We need YOU to commit!

The official Birdathon kick-off will be on Wednesday, April 19th, 7:30 p.m. at Books & Co. in the Town and 
Country Shopping Center on Stroop Road in Kettering. Tom Hissong, education coordinator at Aullwood, will 
tell us what birds will be around for Birdathon, and how to identify them. Following Birdathon on April 29th, 
participants will all meet at the Patty's Falls shelter in Englewood MetroPark at 5:30 p.m. to report their 
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sightings and share some pizza. Its a great wrap-up to an exciting day of birdwatching.

Start now to get your pledges. Call Judy Whitaker, 293-1914, to enter your team, and to receive pledge forms 
and other information. The birdathon teams are listed below. Good birding!

Jay Birders...............Jim Hill and John Howard
The Old Squaws............Charlotte Mathena and Sue Tackett
Aristoquacks..............Barbara Keegan,Jennifer Monahan,and Judy Whitaker
Philanthropic Phalaropes..Jim Simpson and Mike Zimmerman
Wright State Rails........WSU students
The Wild Berrys...........Betty Berry
Solitary Sandpipers.......Mark Dillon and Mike Coogan
Vivacious Vireos..........Cox Elementary School Students

Please make checks payable to Dayton Audubon Society, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-
5398.

Earth Writings

DAS and Aullwood will again co-sponsor the annual Earth Writings Walk in celebration of Earth Day, on 
April 16 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center

Former DAS President and National Audubon Ecology Camp Director Tom Schaefer will lead attendees on a 
short walk, but instead of simply identifying birds and flowers, participants will stop now and then to read from 
the likes of Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost, Wendell Berry, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Marge Piercy, Edward 
Abbey, and Annie Dillard. This will be a special opportunity to discover how poetry and other nature writing 
can enhance our connection to the Earth and its many "people". Bring a notebook, because participants will 
stop along the way to encourage the muse within and create some original writing of their own. Bring a favorite 
piece of nature literature to share, too, if you'd like. This popular walk is for anybody who senses the wonder of 
nature, and appreciates the power of good words.

To go to Aullwood Audubon Center, take US 40 west from I-75 north of Dayton, and turn south at the east end 
of the dam (between the Dayton International Airport and Englewood); go 1/2 mile to the Center.

Spring is Here!
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But the nights are still cool. Fortunately, we still have a few Dayton Audubon Sweatshirts remaining. These 
sharp-looking black sweatshirts feature the Dayton Audubon Society logo in three colors, and we have reduced 
the price to only $20 each! We still have some of the fine 75th anniversary memorabilia as well. Proceeds from 
the sale of these items help benefit the Society's programs, and you get to show off your membership in this 
enduring organization!

T-shirts..............$12 (Med, Lg, XL, XXL)
Ball caps.............$10
Thermal travel mugs...$5
Lapel pins............$7.50
Static decals.........$3.50

For more information or to order, call Jennifer Monahan or Barbara Keegan at 435-0707.

DAS Scholarships and Grants

National Audubon is again offering workshops for adults and kids for summer 2000. These camps are 
excellent! Dayton Audubon wants to help qualifying people get to those camps with a little financial help 
through scholarships. Whether for you, a special teacher you know, or a child (age 10-14), Audubon Ecology 
Camps and Workshops have much to offer. Think about it! Call today!

The Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, named after a long-time friend and chapter Treasurer, was created 
in 1999 to advance birding among young people in the Dayton Audubon Society membership area. The goal of 
this ornithology grant is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary and secondary classrooms, 
youth groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats.

Details and applications are available from the DAS Projects and Memorials Chairperson, Tom Schaefer at 276-
2162 or tschaefer@ameritech.net. Also, feel free to visit the DAS website (www.dayton.net/Audubon/) and 
leave a message.
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MetroPark Update

The DAS program scheduled for May 17 will feature Sean Foley,Trail Manager of Five Rivers Metro 
Parks. Sean will update us on our prize winning park system, and tell us about the latest additions and 
improvements available to the general public and special interest groups.

Our speaker has wide-ranging interests in nature, including birding, hunting, hiking, and the outdoors in 
general. Land stewardship is of prime concern to Sean, so come and share your concerns with him.

As always, the meeting will be held at Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike, at 7:00 p.m. All 
Audubon members are encouraged to attend; learn more about the great parks in your own backyard. 
You might be surprised!

See the Field Trips webpage for the May schedule of field trips. 

Poetry Corner
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The poem below is by Jillian Varner of Bellbrook, who is in Ms. Sizemore's 3rd grade class at 
Sugarcreek Elementary School. The poem is featured in the January 7, 2000 edition of Classroom 
FeederWatch's Webzine, Classroom Birdscope. You can see it by going to the Classroom Birdscope 
website. Congratulations, Jillian!

                  Goldfinch

    Flying quickly through the trees
    Intelligent bird
    Nesting high in the trees
    Crunching on seeds
    Hopping around on the ground

DAS Scholarships and Grants

National Audubon is again offering workshops for adults and kids for summer 2000. These camps are 
excellent! Dayton Audubon wants to help qualifying people get to those camps with a little financial 
help through scholarships. Whether for you, a special teacher you know, or a child (age 10-14), 
Audubon Ecology Camps and Workshops have much to offer. Think about it! Call today!

------

The Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, named after a long-time friend and chapter Treasurer, was 
created in 1999 to advance birding among young people in the Dayton Audubon Society membership 
area. The goal of this ornithology grant is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary 
and secondary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, 
their habits, and their habitats.

------

Details and applications are available from the DAS Projects and Memorials Chairperson, Tom Schaefer 
at 276-2162 or tschaefer@ameritech.net. Also, feel free to visit the DAS website (www.dayton.net/
Audubon/) and leave a message.

Spring is Here!
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But the nights are still cool. Fortunately, we still have a few Dayton Audubon Sweatshirts remaining. 
These sharp-looking black sweatshirts feature the Dayton Audubon Society logo in three colors, and we 
have reduced the price to only $20 each! We still have some of the fine 75th anniversary memorabilia as 
well. Proceeds from the sale of these items help benefit the Society's programs, and you get to show off 
your membership in this enduring organization!

T-shirts..............$12 (Med, Lg, XL, XXL)
Ball caps.............$10
Thermal travel mugs...$5
Lapel pins............$7.50
Static decals.........$3.50

For more information or to order, call Jennifer Monahan or Barbara Keegan at 435-0707.
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Annual Meeting

The 2000 annual meeting of the Dayton Audubon Society will be held on Wednesday, June 21, at 7:00 
p.m. at Cox Arboretum, 6733 Springboro Pike. This will be the last time DAS will hold a meeting or 
program at Cox for at least a year; due to construction at Cox, our monthly meetings for 2000-2001 will 
move to the Wegersyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

All members are encouraged to attend: meet your fellow DAS members, including next year's officers 
and directors; learn about what the Society has been doing for the past year; and get a glimpse of what is 
planned for the future.

Featured at this meeting will be Steve Sedam, Executive Director of National Audubon's Ohio State 
Office in Columbus. Steve, former Vice President of the National Audubon Great Lakes Region, will tell 
us about Audubon Ohio's programs and functions, particularly the upcoming Audubon Ohio annual 
meeting to be held at Aullwood in late October. (All Audubon members in Ohio will be invited to this 
weekend-long program - see details below.)

The nominating committee of Dick Balk and Lee Hall have presented the following slate for election at 
the June 21st, 2000 Annual Meeting of DAS: 
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Officers

  President: Jim Arnold
  1st Vice President: Dick Balk
  2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan
  Treasurer: Todd Jergens
  Recording Secretary: Betty Leve
  Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp

Directors

Term expires 2003:
  John Shrader
  Judy Whitaker
  Merle Carr

Term expires 2002: 
  Mike Coogan (filling unexpired term of Dick Balk)

The committee still has a one-year Director slot to fill (the unexpired term of Todd Jergens, who has been 
nominated for Treasurer), but a name had not been confirmed by publication time. Additionally, up to 
two more one-year positions can be nominated by the President, if he or she chooses. Nominations will 
also be accepted from the floor.

Audubon Ohio Announces It's Second Annual Meeting

"Audubon's Autumn Adventure: Where People and Nature Meet" is the title of of Audubon Ohio's 
second annual conference, which will take place Friday, October 20, through Sunday, October 22, 2000, 
at the Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

This years meeting will be a fun, family-friendly event focused on exploring and learning about nature. 
Well have a hayride on Friday evening, and Kevin Hils of the Columbus Zoo will present a live bird 
exhibit, "Birds of Flight." On Saturday, you and your family will have the opportunity to attend a variety 
of indoor and outdoor activities at Aullwood, including an opportunity to experience Aullwood's 
incredible $3.6 million expansion of the Marie Aull Education Center. Finally, on Sunday, you will be 
able to choose from four sets of workshops.

As an added bonus, a banquet will be held on Saturday evening featuring guest speaker Pete Dunne, 
noted author and birdwatching expert of the Cape May Bird Observatory, who will share his birding 
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knowledge (and autograph his books).

Mark your calendars and join Audubon Ohio for this exhilarating weekend. The Early Bird registration 
fee is $40 per person, plus an additional $25 for the Saturday banquet with Pete Dunne. Deadline for 
Early Bird registration is September 30. For more information, contact Tricia Niswonger at Audubon 
Ohio, 614-224-3303 x10, or tniswonger@ audubon.org. See you there!

View National Wetland Inventory Maps Online!

Check out the Wetlands Interactive Mapper launched by the Fish and Wildlife Service's National 
Wetlands Inventory. Over 1,000,000 square miles of digital wetlands data is viewable by the public via 
this web-based, browser-driven system. Users can view, manipulate, and print custom maps on desktop 
printers. It also features a link to the Microsoft Terraserver, which allows users to view an aerial 
photograph or USGS map of the area. (Web browser required.)

Look for the mapper on the National Wetlands Inventory web site at http://www.nwi.fws.gov.

Audubon and Natural Wonders

National Audubon Society has entered into a partnership with Natural Wonders, the science and nature 
specialty store (with locations in both the Dayton and Fairfield malls). During the month of June, 
Audubon membership brochures and select licensed merchandise will be available in all Natural 
Wonders stores nationwide as part of a "Naturalist" themed presentation assortment. In addition, 
Audubon members will receive a 15% discount on in-store purchases if they present their membership 
card at the time of sale. Natural Wonders will contribute $10,000 to support National Audubon 
conservation efforts.

Conservation and Reinvestment Act

In a rare show of bipartisanship, the House of Representatives Resources Committee passed H.R. 701, 
the Conservation and Reinvestment Act (CARA) last November. Since then the House bill has gained 
over 300 co-sponsors, and a companion bill, S. 2123, was introduced in the Senate. This historic 
legislation would earmark $2.85 billion for conservation purposes; the money would be earned from off-
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shore oil drilling revenue. If passed, it would represent a true conservation landmark.

CARA would dedicate funding to the following:
     $1 billion for drilling impact assistance and coastal conservation
     $900 million for the Land and Water Conservation Fund
     $350 million to state fish and wildlife agencies
     $200 million for federal and Indian lands restoration
     $125 million for urban parks and recreation
     $100 million for conservation easements
     $100 million for historic preservation
     $50 million for endangered species recovery
     

The bill has won overwhelming congressional and public support, but property rights extremists are 
working hard to defeat it. Your help is needed to ensure that the bill continues to move forward. By 
writing to House Speaker Dennis Hastert in support of CARA, you can help raise the profile of this 
significant legislation and bring it closer to fruition. Write to: 

     The Honorable Dennis Hastert
     United States House of Representatives
     Washington, DC 20515

and urge him to bring H.R. 701 to the House floor for a vote.

Wanna Stay Current?

Join Audubon's Chapter Communicator and be a part of National Audubon's network of e-mail press 
releases on current issues and Audubon news. For more information, contact Tom Schaefer at 
tschaefer@ameritech.net.

World Series of Birding

This past May 13, the Archbishop Alter High School "Knight Owls", a team of young birding 
enthusiasts, participated in their second World Series of Birding in Cape May, New Jersey. The Knight 
Owls - along with their adviser, Mr. Jerry Kallas, ornithology teacher at Alter HS - recorded 121 species 
during the WSOB, placing them 36th out of 55 teams, and 4th in the Non-resident Teams/Limited 
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Geographic Area category. The Series is hosted by the New Jersey Audubon Society.

Mr. Kallas and some of the members of the team spoke at a DAS program this past February and told us 
about their experiences in last years World Series of Birding. Dayton Audubon was pleased to help 
sponsor their trip this year, and we congratulate them on a great showing!

For more info, check out the web site at http://www.njaudubon.org/wsb.

DAS Scholarships and Grants

National Audubon is again offering workshops for adults and kids for summer 2000. These camps are 
excellent! Dayton Audubon wants to help qualifying people get to those camps with a little financial help 
through scholarships. Whether for you, a special teacher you know, or a child (age 10-14), Audubon 
Ecology Camps and Workshops have much to offer. Think about it! Call today!

------

The Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant, named after a long-time friend and chapter Treasurer, was 
created in 1999 to advance birding among young people in the Dayton Audubon Society membership 
area. The goal of this ornithology grant is to provide funds, materials, and/or speakers for elementary and 
secondary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to promote knowledge of birds, their 
habits, and their habitats.

------

Details and applications are available from the DAS Projects and Memorials Chairperson, Tom Schaefer 
at 276-2162 or tschaefer@ameritech.net. Also, feel free to visit the DAS website (www.dayton.net/
Audubon/) and leave a message.

Fashion Sense

We still have a few Dayton Audubon Sweatshirts remaining. These sharp-looking black sweatshirts 
feature the Dayton Audubon Society logo in three colors, and we have reduced the price to only $20 
each! We still have some of the fine 75th anniversary memorabilia as well. Proceeds from the sale of 
these items help benefit the Society, and you get to show off your membership!
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T-shirts..............$12 (Med, Lg, XL, XXL)
Ball caps.............$10
Thermal travel mugs...$5
Lapel pins............$7.50
Static decals.........$3.50

For more information or to order, call Jennifer Monahan or Barbara Keegan at 435-0707.
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A Word to Dayton Audubon Society Members

We have some changes going on this year in the Dayton Audubon Society. Two of the changes include a 
new president, and a new meeting location. I'm Jim Arnold, President of DAS for 2000-2001, and I would 
like to say hello to everyone. Not only am I the new president, I'm new at being president. This will require 
a lot of help with all chapter activities. So please feel free to contact me with any questions, concerns, or 
comments.

Our new meeting location, the Wegerzyn Center on Siebenthaler Avenue, is more centrally located for our 
entire membership. We hope you will find this more convenient, and that it will promote increased 
attendance at our monthly programs. As President, I would like to encourage all new, renewing, and 
established members to be active in DAS, and enjoy all that the Society has to offer.

Good birding! 
Jim Arnold

Name That Bloom
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Mr. Bob Butts, Horticulturist at Cox Arboretum, will be our speaker at the September 20,2000 DAS meeting 
at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. A graduate of Penn State and the University of 
Dayton, Bob has been with the park district for 13 years. As a horticulturist, he is involved not only with the 
daily operation of Cox Arboretum but also with the education of park visitors and the general public. Bob 
will speak about Five Rivers MetroParks in general, and horticulture - particularly at Cox Arboretum - 
specifically. He has also volunteered to "Name That Bloom," i.e. take some time to help DAS members 
identify those mysterious plants (from slides, photos, or samples) that you've never been able to quite figure 
out.

Bring your pictures to Wegerzyn on September 20 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and learn what's new with 
Five Rivers MetroParks and Dayton Audubon. As always, the general public is invited to attend and there is 
no admission fee. Parking is free and light refreshments will be served.

Calendar

Tuesday, September 5, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Sunday, September 10, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Aullwood Audubon Center. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, September 16, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sugarcreek MetroPark. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Sunday, September 17, 3:00 p.m. 
Memorial Dedication. 
For the late Charlie Berry, at Englewood MetroPark. See the article below.

Wednesday, September 20, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Meeting/Program. 
Featuring Bob Butts of Five Rivers MetroParks. See the article "Name That Bloom" above.

Saturday, September 23, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Possum Creek MetroPark. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Sunday, September 24, 8:00 a.m. 
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Field Trip: Carriage Hill MetroPark. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, September 30, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Germantown MetroPark. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, September 30, 10:00 a.m. 
Ohio Audubon Council Meeting. 
Columbus, Ohio.

Sunday, October 1, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Charlie Berry Memorial

Long-time Dayton Audubon member Charlie Berry passed away last autumn. An active birdwatcher, 
Charlie was a regular attendee (and leader) of field trips, Christmas Bird Count, Birdathon, and many other 
DAS activities. In memory of Charlie's extraordinary involvement and dedication, the Dayton Audubon 
Society has underwritten the purchase of a new bench along a trail in Englewood MetroPark, one of 
Charlie's favorite birding spots. In exchange, MetroParks has allowed us to place a small plaque on the 
bench in Charlie's memory.

A short dedication ceremony will be held at Englewood MetroPark on Sunday, September 17th, 3:00 p.m. 
We invite all friends and acquaintances of Charlie to share the moment with us, and to offer a comment or 
memory of Charlie if you wish. For more information, please call Jim Arnold at 293-4876.

Birdathon Wrap-up

Thanks to everyone who helped make Birdathon 2000 our best yet! Dayton Audubon Society was able to 
give over $1000 to EACH of two very worthwhile causes: our own backyard National Audubon nature 
center, Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm; and the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association, a nationally 
recognized local conservation organization.

A grand total of 146 species were observed by all of the Birdathon teams, including seven Willets observed 
by The Philanthropic Phalaropes! The Vivacious Vireos - 16 students from Cox Elementary School in 
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Xenia, along with teacher Cindy Beckman and 4 other adult volunteers - collected an amazing $1032.67 in 
pledges. We thank them for their endless interest and enthusiasm, and for giving up a Friday and Saturday to 
seek out birds for a worthy cause! Congratulations also to the Jay Birders, who collected the most pledge 
money among teams with three or fewer participants.

Following is the number of species seen by team:
     The Old Squaws.................118
     The Jay Birders................111
     The Philanthropic Phalaropes...107
     The Wright State Rails..........82 (All observed at the Beaver 
Creek     
                                         Wetlands)

We also were pleased to welcome a new team from Shaw Elementary School in Beavercreek - K.I.D.S.-N-
ME. The team was made up of Kids Interested in Discovering Science and their teacher, Christina Simmons, 
with two parent volunteers. They were able to identify 47 species of birds. Thanks, K.I.D.S., for becoming a 
part of Birdathon!

We had a perfect day with the weather very favorable, but the most important aspect was the FUN! Start 
planning now for Birdathon 2001!

Audubon's Autumn Adventure

"Audubon's Autumn Adventure: Where People and Nature Meet" is the title of Audubon Ohio's second 
annual conference, which will take place Friday, October 20, through Sunday, October 22, 2000, at the 
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm.

This year's meeting will be a fun, family-friendly event focused on exploring and learning about nature. 
We'll have a hayride on Friday evening, and Kevin Hils of the Columbus Zoo will present a live bird 
exhibit, "Birds of Flight." On Saturday, you and your family will have the opportunity to attend a variety of 
indoor and outdoor activities at Aullwood, including a chance to experience Aullwood's incredible $3.6 
million expansion of the Marie Aull Education Center. Finally, on Sunday, you will be able to choose from 
four sets of interesting and informative workshops.

As an added bonus, a banquet will be held on Saturday evening featuring guest speaker Pete Dunne, noted 
author and birdwatching expert of the Cape May Bird Observatory, who will share his birding knowledge 
(and autograph his books).

Mark your calendars and join Audubon Ohio for this exhilarating weekend. The Early Bird registration fee 
is $40 per person, plus an additional $25 for the Saturday banquet with Pete Dunne. Deadline for Early Bird 
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registration is September 30: the number of attendees will be limited, so act soon. For more information, 
contact Tricia Niswonger at Audubon Ohio, 614-224-3303 x10, or tniswonger@audubon.org.

Volunteers Needed

Dayton Audubon is proud to be a sponsor of the upcoming "Audubon's Autumn Adventure" at Aullwood, 
October 20-22. In addition to donating $2,000 to help with conference expenses, DAS has also committed to 
providing volunteers to help with a few behind the scenes activities. These activities would include assisting 
with registration of participants, acting as workshop room "proctors," and some light clean-up after various 
conference activities.

No strenuous work would be involved, and any amount of time you could donate would be greatly 
appreciated. For more information or to sign up, contact Tom Schaefer, 276-2162; Jim Arnold, 293-4876; or 
Mike Coogan, 438-5688.

New Officers for 2000-2001

The following officers and directors were elected at the July, 2000 DAS annual meeting. Officers' terms are 
for one year, and directors' for three. 

President: Jim Arnold
1st Vice President: Dick Balk
2nd Vice President: Barbara Keegan
Treasurer: Todd Jergens
Recording Secretary: Betty Leve
Corresponding Secretary: Linda Sharp

Directors - term expires 2003:
John Shrader
Judy Whitaker
Merle Carr

Director - term expires 2002:
Mike Coogan (filling unexpired term of Jim Arnold)

Congratulations to all, particularly newest member Merle Carr!
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Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of the best 
environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures 
provides to participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, 
such as animal communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, 
pictures, posters, and other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level 
(although it has been used successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as 
educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know of a 
classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class 
yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per 
classroom, and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference!
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Charlie Berry Memorial

Thanks to all who attended the Charlie Berry Memorial program, held on Sunday, September 17th, at 3:00 p.m. 
Dayton Audubon had underwritten the installation of a new bench near the Patty Falls Shelter in the Englewood 
MetroPark; in return, Five Rivers MetroParks allowed us to dedicate the bench to long-time DAS member 
Charlie Berry, who died last year. The dedication included a plaque in Charlie s memory.

The program well exceeded our expectations. Over 50 people attended (plus Muffin the dog) and the weather 
was ideal. We gathered behind the Berry Bench, and several picnic tables were arranged to provide seating for 
those who did not wish to stand. The DAS banner was suitably displayed as a backdrop.

The bench is a true work of art, and we can really be proud of this gift to MetroParks. It is located along the 
paved path near the Patty Shelter. Open ends on the bench will allow easy use by people in wheel chairs.

Lee Hall served as MC for the program, which also featured words from Judy Whitaker, Charlotte Mathena, and 
Steve Leve. Other attendees were invited to comment and Jim Hill, Sue Tackett, Rita Hughes, John Duchak, and 
Frank Renfrow made brief remarks about their experiences with Charlie.

Betty Berry's acceptance speech was quite gracious as she thanked DAS for the memorial and the thought behind 
it.

Perhaps the highlight of the afternoon was the homemade cookies that Lee baked Sunday morning; Judy 
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Whitaker also furnished cookies and drinks.

The group was slow to disband, but we finally wrapped it up at 4:30.

Good job everyone!

Isle of Golden Dreams

Longtime Dayton Audubon friend Dane Mutter will be the featured speaker at our next DAS program on 
October 18th. Dane will return to Dayton to tell us about Pelee Island in Lake Erie, where he and his wife have 
built their retirement home.

Dane, an Ohio State graduate, is retired from Five Rivers MetroParks, where he was assistant director. During a 
long and illustrious career as an environmentalist, he has also served as a state game protector; Farm Director at 
Aullwood; executive Director of the Beaver Creek Wetlands Association; and environmental consultant for 
numerous local government bodies, including the City of Dayton and the Miami County Park District.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue (in the lower level - 
entry is via the ramp to the west of the main entrance), on October 18th from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. As 
always, the general public is invited to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free and light 
refreshments will be served (perhaps some of those "home made cookies"...).

Calendar

Sunday, October 1, 8:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Sycamore State Park. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Tuesday, October 3, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday,October 7, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Beaver Creek Wetlands. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Sunday, October 8, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: C. J. Brown Reservoir, Springfield. 
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See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Saturday, October 14, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Englewood MetroPark 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Sunday, October 15, 8:30 a.m. 
Field Trip: Caesar's Creek Lake. 
See the Fall/Winter Field Trip Schedule for details.

Wednesday, October 18, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
DAS Meeting/Program 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. 
Featuring Dane Mutter. See the article above for details.

Friday-Sunday, October 20-22 
Audubon's Autumn Adventure. 
Annual meeting of Audubon Ohio at Aullwood Audubon Center. See the article below for details.

Five Rivers Metroparks Seeks Voter Approval In November

On election day, Tuesday, November 7, Five Rivers MetroParks will seek voter approval of a 1.8 mill levy to 
help the parks move forward in implementing its comprehensive 10-year plan. The existing 1.2 mill levy would 
be cancelled if the November issue passes.

The area park district has a three-pronged mission of conservation, recreation and education, and plans to build 
on the success of its 1994 voter-approved Parks 2000 Plan. The decision to go on the ballot is spurred by new 
opportunities to expand and connect bikeways, make improvements along the region's waterways, provide youth 
development and environmental education opportunities, and to protect, maintain and improve existing and 
future facilities and open space.

Read about details of the plan in MetroParks March-April issue of its publication, Metro ParkWays, available by 
request at 275-PARK, or you can find out more at their website, www.metroparkslevy.org.

Five Rivers MetroParks has acquired and protected many new acres of wildlife conservation area since the 
passage of the previous levy, and Dayton Audubon fully applauds their efforts to maintain natural areas. We 
encourage all DAS members to support the MetroParks levy this November.

Audubon In The Classroom
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One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one of the best environmental 
education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures program. Audubon Adventures provides to 
participating classrooms four packets, each covering a different environmental/ecological topic, such as animal 
communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The packets contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and 
other items, including a teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used 
successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as educational, and participating 
teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually sponsors Audubon Adventures for a number of area schools. If you know of a 
classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you would like to sponsor a class 
yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The cost for Audubon Adventures is $35 per classroom, 
and the packets are designed for a class of up to 30 students.

The kids need you! We can make a difference!

Successful Ospreys

ODNR, Division of Wildlife biologists have been busy bringing osprey from other states to Ohio to hack. 
Hacking is a term for introducing a juvenile bird into a secured area and caring for it until it is able to survive on 
its own. The ospreys are released as soon as they show signs of flight.

The goal of the osprey reintroduction project was to have 20 nesting pairs in Ohio by the year 2010. The 2000 
breeding season had ten nesting pairs of osprey, halfway to the goal and twice the 1999 total.

Interestingly five hacked ospreys from the Deer Creek location flew over to a platform nest and joined two 
existing nesting adults and their chick. That would be a party of eight please, for a dinner of fresh fish.

Volunteers Still Needed For Audubon's Autumn Adventure

"Audubon's Autumn Adventure: Where People and Nature Meet" is the title of Audubon Ohio's second annual 
conference, which will take place Friday, October 20, through Sunday, October 22, 2000, at the Aullwood 
Audubon Center and Farm. Registration materials have been sent or will be sent; be sure to register soon since 
the number of attendees will be limited. For more information, contact Tricia Niswonger at Audubon Ohio, 614-
224-3303x10, or tniswonger@audubon.org.

Dayton Audubon is proud to be a sponsor of "Audubon's Autumn Adventure". We still have openings for a few 
volunteers to help with a few behind-the-scenes activities. These activities would include assisting with 
registration of participants, acting as workshop room "proctors", and some light clean-up after various 
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conference activities.

No strenuous work would be involved, and any amount of time you could donate would be greatly appreciated. 
For more information or to sign up, contact Tom Schaefer, 276-2162; Jim Arnold, 293-4876; or Mike Coogan, 
438-5688. 

               
Volunteer Opportunities

                                                        
Activity               Time              #needed
Adopt-a room*         Saturday,            5
                      after 1 p.m.

Adopt-a-room          Sunday,              5
                      8-11 a.m.

Auditorium            Saturday,            4-6
clean-up              9-10 p.m.

Registration          Friday,              1-2
                      12 noon-6 p.m.

Registration          Saturday,            1
                      9-10 a..m.

Field Trip Leaders    Friday,              4-6
                      12:30-4:30 p.m.

Field Trip Leaders    Saturday             2-3
                      6-7:30 a.m.

Field Trip Leaders    Sunday               2-3
                      6-7 a.m.

* Adopt-a-room involves checking the room arrangement (tables and chairs),
audio-visual needs, and introducing speakers at an assigned classroom at the
Marie Aull Education Center throughout the duration of the event.
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More Birding Hot Spots

The next DAS program, on November 15, will feature Mike Busam. Mike will share 
with us his expertise and excitement about birding in nearby locations in southwest 
Ohio that are relatively unknown or infrequently visited by most Dayton area birders. 
Mike's birding "Hot Spots" include Gilmore Ponds (recently designated an Audubon 
Ohio Important Bird Area), Miami Whitewater wetlands, and other areas that can 
provide an opportunity for Miami Valley birders to see some new species that may not 
visit our old familiar areas.

Mike grew up in Huron in northern Ohio, and became interested in birding while a 
graduate student at UD from 91-93. Currently a resident of the Cincinnati area, he has 
been a trustee of the Gilmore Ponds conservancy since 1994, and the president since 
1996. He edits the Gilmore Ponds newsletter, "Around the Ponds," and organized the 
Gilmore Ponds Breeding Bird Survey, which will mark its third year in 2001.

He recently published a comprehensive article about Corvids in the Ohio Cardinal, but 
he says that his real birding-related obsession is with a hybrid warbler called the 
"Cincinnati Warbler." First collected in Cincinnati in 1880 (with a second specimen 
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found in Michigan in 1948), the bird is an inter-generic progeny of Kentucky and Blue-
winged Warblers. He is working on his second article about this unusual hybrid.

The program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The program will be held in the lower level entry is via the 
ramp to the west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited to attend 
and there is no admission fee. Parking is free and light refreshments will be served.

A Word to DAS Members

from DAS President Jim Arnold 

A question that I ve been asked over the last couple months is "Are the monthly 
meetings business meetings?" The answer is simple: "No!" The June meeting, with the 
election of Board members, is the only month with business. Let me assure you, all 
other meetings have casual, friendly programs. We have interesting guest speakers, 
slide presentations, and hands-on information.

Check with any of the folks that attended our October program. We had an excellent 
speaker with slides, good conversation, and refreshments. From now on, let's not look 
at it as meetings but programs open to all interested people in the area. If you have any 
recommendations please let me know. I ll be looking for you in November at the 
Wegerzyn Center.

Calendar

Tuesday, November 7, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting. 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Sunday, November 12, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Whitewater State Park, Indiana. 
Don't miss our traditional end to the fall season's field trips: you just never know what will be seen 
at this beautiful park! It could be lots of waterfowl, some shorebirds, a few early winter birds, 
Black Vultures, Sandhill Cranes, and even some surprises (Lee expects Buckets in a variety of 
different plumages). Bring a picnic lunch and plan to stay all morning. For great birds AND 
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fellowship, this is the trip for you! Take S.R. 725 west to Indiana 44 to Liberty, Indiana. South on 
Rt. 101 to the state park sign. Meet leaders Lee and Polly Hall (434-4531). at the park entrance. Be 
sure to bring your good luck "bear claw necklace"!

Wednesday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East Siebenthaler Avenue. 
Featuring Mike Busam. 
See the article above for details.

Sunday, December 31 
76th DAS Christmas Bird Count. 
Count Compiler: Charlotte Mathena (433-2167). 
See the article below.

Christmas Bird Count Coming Soon

One of the major yearly events for the DAS, our local Bird Count is part of a national 
tradition designed to record long-term trends in winter bird populations. Every year a 
few really good birds show up to add a lot of excitement to the task of counting our 
common winter species. Mark the date on your calendar now. The Annual Count 
Compilation Meeting will be on Wednesday, Jan 3, 2001, at the Aullwood Audubon 
Center. Details about count territories and leaders will be published in the next Yellow 
Warbler. or you can call Count Compiler Charlotte Mathena at 433-2167.

Audubon's Autumn Adventure

Thanks to all of the DAS volunteers who helped make Audubon Ohio's second annual 
conference, held at Aullwood this past October 20 through 22, such a success. The 
weekend was fun, informative, and inspirational, and we hope to see more DAS 
members at future events, as both attendees and volunteers.

Thanks go to Annette Arnold, Jim Arnold, Merle Carr, Margaret Coogan, Mike 
Coogan, Betty Leve, Tom Schaefer, Linda Sharp, Jim Simpson, and Judy Whitaker. 
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Audubon In The Classroom

One of the best ways to further the environmental cause is through education, and one 
of the best environmental education tools is National Audubon's Audubon Adventures 
program.

You have probably noticed that we have run this article for several consecutive issues 
of the Yellow Warbler. The reason, of course, is that we feel we cannot emphasize 
enough the importance of this program. Audubon Adventures provides environmental/
ecological packets to participating classrooms, covering topics such as animal 
communication, wildflowers, and pond life. The packets, designed for a class of up to 30 
students, contain instructional material, pictures, posters, and other items, including a 
teacher's guide, and are geared to the 4th or 5th grade level (although it has been used 
successfully in 6th grade classrooms as well). The materials are fun as well as 
educational, and participating teachers have been unanimously enthusiastic.

Dayton Audubon annually budgets enough money to sponsor Audubon Adventures for 
a minimum of 20 area classrooms, but we have rarely achieved that goal. If you know 
of a classroom that would like us to sponsor Audubon Adventures for them, or you 
would like to sponsor a class yourself, please contact Barbara Keegan at 435-0707. The 
kids need you! We can make a difference!

DAS Awards Shawen Grants

Last year, the Dayton Audubon Society established the Bob Shawen Memorial Youth 
Ornithology Grant, in memory of long-time DAS member, activist, treasurer, and 
friend Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or 
speakers for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to 
promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats.

This year the grant committee has awarded three $250 grants to the following:

Patti Hines, a 7th grade teacher at Northmont Middle School in Englewood. Ms. 
Hines and her Classroom Feeder Watch class will use the grant for bird seed, a 
birdbath, The Birding Game, and to help underwrite a field trip to Aullwood. 
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Susan Seela and Pam Sizemore, 3rd grade teachers at Sugarcreek Elementary 
School in Bellbrook. Also Classroom Feeder Watch classrooms, these kids and 
their teachers plan to use the grant for a Sonic Super Ear, which will help 
individual kids hear live sound; a Wing Song monitor, which will amplify bird 
song to help the class identify birds by sound; Thayer's Birds of North America 
computer CD; and a BirdSong Identiflyer, which is a hand-held audio player that 
uses a sound card to help learn bird vocalizations. 

Cindy Beckman, moderator of the 4th grade Environmental Youth Council at Cox 
Elementary School in Xenia. The grant will be used for seed, feeders, seed storage 
bins, and plantings to improve bird habitat in the school's mini land lab.

Congratulations to all of these teachers and their students! For additional information 
and application requests, contact

Projects and Memorials Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162 or tschaefer@ameritech.
net.

You can also write to:

Bob Shawen Youth Ornithology Grant 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon. 
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DAS Board Member Mike Coogan with three Classroom Feeder 
Watch students from Sugarcreek Elementary School (L to R): Scott 
Betz, Jillian Varner, and Dominique Smith.

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge Upgrades their Website

Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge has recently upgraded their website to include a wide 
variety of information on refuge activities. This includes pages on refuge history, 
objectives, wildlife programs, habitat management, work activities, volunteer activities, 
directions to the refuge, visitor programs and activities, and much more.

In a "Recent Bird Sightings" area of the website, refuge visitors can log on and enter 
any unusual wildlife or bird sightings they may have seen in their refuge visits and 
want to share with the refuge staff or with other website or refuge visitors. In the "Deer 
Hunting" section, hunters who have been drawn for special deer permits can find an 
area where they can view, download, and print out aerial photos and/or vegetation 
maps of the hunting unit where they will be hunting during the special deer hunts. 
There is a page where website users can fill out a form to provide comments to the 
refuge staff about current or future management activities and objectives. "A Quiz 
section" allows users to test their knowledge of the refuge and its wildlife with a quiz 
that provides user with a score and another that tests knowledge of bird identification 
using various photos and bird calls.

In a "Habitat Management Exercise", the website user can play the role of the refuge 
manager and design the various units into the habitat that will provide the wildlife 
benefits that the user would most enjoy. The website and pages were designed and 
written by Refuge Specialist, Stan Cornelius and use a variety of the html, javascript, 
dynamic html languages, as well as some java applets.

The website address is http://www.fws.gov/r3pao/ ottawa/ottawa.html 
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The advent of the holiday season also heralds one of the biggest events of the year for 
Dayton Audubon: our annual Christmas Bird Count. Started in 1925 by Ben Blincoe, 
this will be our 76th annual count; we brave snow, rain, or (occasionally) bitter cold to 
continue this tradition, and yet we always have a good time. This years count will again 
be held the Sunday after Christmas, December 31 (New Year's Eve).

The National Audubon Christmas count, with which the DAS count is affiliated, 
originated on Christmas Day in 1900. 27 conservationists in New England organized a 
highly-publicized bird count to protest the then-traditional "holiday side hunt," an 
organized bird hunt involving team competition. The Christmas Bird Count became an 
annual tradition and soon spread nationwide. The data collected over the years provide 
statistically useful and interesting scientific information on early winter distribution 
patterns of many bird species (as well as occasional fluctuations), and serves as a valid 
indicator of the overall health of the environment.

On Count Day, local participants will search for birds in a 15-mile diameter area 
around Dayton. Count teams will cover 12 areas within the count circle (see below). 
Each team will attempt to identify and count all of the birds in their area. Everyone is 
welcome to help with the count; check the list of areas below and contact the 
appropriate leader if you would like to help. Some areas, particularly Charleston Falls, 
Aullwood, the downtown parks, and Wright State, usually need more volunteers. 
Additionally, feeder watchers are welcome to participate as long as the feeder is within 
the count area and the results are reported at or before the compilation meeting.

The results of the count will be tabulated at our Compilation Meeting on Wednesday, 
January 3, at 7:15 p.m., at Aullwood Audubon Center, 1000 Aullwood Road. Even if 
you cannot participate in the count itself, you are invited to attend the Compilation 
Meeting. Light refreshments will be served, and many interesting sightings and 
amusing tales will be told.

Grab your binoculars, dress warmly, and come out for the fun. If you have any 
questions, please contact Charlotte Mathena at 433-2167 or Mike Coogan at 438-5688.

Christmas Count Areas and Leaders

Aullwood Audubon Center 
& Farm, Dayton Airport 
Ray Corder 833-4177

Carriage Hill MetroPark 
Mike Coogan 438- 5688

Charleston Falls Reserve, 
Bruce Boedecker 667-7269
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Cricket Holler 
Jim Williams 342- 9472

Downtown Parks, Leland 
Center, Boonshoft Museum, 
Miami River North, 
Wolf Creek 
Dick Balk 886-0092

Eastwood Lake, 
Huffman Reservoir, 
Mad River 
Dave Nolin 426-9302

Englewood MetroPark 
Betty Berry 836-3022

Hills & Dales Park, Old 
River Park, Carillon Park, 
Calvary Cemetery, Miami 
River South 
Daryl Michael 687-1480

Taylorsville MetroPark 
Tom Hissong 890-7360

Woodland Cemetery 
Jim and Annette Arnold 
293-4876

Wright State University, 
Hilltop Gravel Pit 
Mike Triplett 767-4341

Wright-Patterson AFB 
Charlotte Mathena 
433-2167

Calendar

Sunday December 31 
76th DAS Christmas Bird Count 
Please see the article above.

Wednesday, January 3, 7:15 p.m. 
Christmas Count Compilation Meeting 
Aullwood Audubon Center. 
Please see the article above.

Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "Members Show and Tell" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Please see the article below.

Tuesday, February 6, 7:30 p.m. 
DAS Board of Directors Meeting 
Leland Center, 1375 E. Siebenthaler Avenue.

Saturday, February 10, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: Killdeer Plains Wildlife Area. 
More details in the next Yellow Warbler, or see Dayton Audubon Society Field Trip 
Schedule
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Wednesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m. 
DAS Program: "The New Aullwood" 
Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave. 
Featuring Aullwood Director Charity Krueger. 
More details in the next Yellow Warbler.

Saturday, February 24, 9:00 a.m. 
Field Trip: 15th Annual Oxbow Miami River. 
More details in the next Yellow Warbler, or see Dayton Audubon Society Field Trip 
Schedule

Members Show and Tell

January's DAS program will feature the return of the popular "Members Show and 
Tell." All DAS members are invited to share items and experiences that might be of 
interest to other Auduboners. Bring your slides or photos of birds or other wildlife; 
paintings, sketches, crafts, other artwork; those new binoculars or that nifty spotting 
scope you just picked up; souvenirs or other memorabilia; or other items that fellow 
DAS members could appreciate.

This is a great opportunity to escape the winter and post-holiday blahs - come out for 
an evening of easy friendship and share a few experiences, see some nice things, and 
join in a few laughs. We'll provide a slide projector, if necessary, and some light 
refreshments. Even if you have nothing in particular to share, you're welcome to join 
the gathering.

As always, the program will be held at Wegerzyn Garden Center, 1301 East 
Siebenthaler Avenue from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. We meet in the lower level - entry is 
via the ramp to the west of the main entrance. As always, the general public is invited 
to attend and there is no admission fee. Parking is free. 
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The Dayton Audubon Society is deeply committed to education, and shows that 
commitment by offering scholarships and grants to individuals who can make a 
difference in our community. 
 

Summer Camp Scholarships 

National Audubon has offered summer camps for "adult leaders" since the 1930s. The 
original idea, established at the Maine Camp, was to excite teachers so about natural 
history so they would go back and infect their students with that enthusiasm.

Ecology workshops for adults are offered in the Wind River Mountains of Wyoming, 
the woodland community of Connecticut, the coast of Maine, and other locations. Also, 
a camp for students, ages 10 through 14, is offered every summer in Maine.

While camps and workshops are open to everyone these days, they are still especially 
popular with teachers. If you know of a dynamic elementary or secondary teacher, just 
imagine what a camp might do for them! 
 

The Dively Scholarship 

Since 1982, DAS has offered tuition help to college students through the Dively 
Scholarship Program, originally endowed in memory of DAS member Dick Dively. 
Though we cannot offer a lot of money, the Dively Scholarship has helped both 
undergraduate and graduate students reach academic goals. The Dively Scholarships 
are awarded to students in courses of study that further the cause of conservation and 
environmentalism. Dively scholarship recipients are not restricted to scientific fields; 
many other areas are possible, such as environmental law. 
 

Shawen Memorial Ornithology Grant 

Last year, the Dayton Audubon Society established the Bob Shawen Memorial Youth 
Ornithology Grant, in memory of long-time DAS member, activist, treasurer, and 
friend Bob Shawen. The goal of the program is to provide funds, materials, and/or 
speakers for elementary classrooms, youth groups, or field experience settings to 
promote knowledge of birds, their habits, and their habitats. 
 

What can you do? 
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Help us find scholarship and grant candidates. Talk to interested people or people you 
think ought to be interested. Spread the word!

To recommend candidates, apply for scholarships, or receive further information, 
please call DAS Scholarship Chair Tom Schaefer at 937-276-2162.

You can also write to: 
Dayton Audubon Society 
1375 East Siebenthaler Avenue 
Dayton, Ohio 45414-5398

or leave a message at our website, www.dayton.net/Audubon.

A word to DAS members

From Jim Arnold, President 

This is a call for help! We need a few people who are interested in helping with the 
Rare Bird Alert phone line. (If you have not tried calling the DAS Rare Bird Alert 
recording, give it a try at 640-2473.) We need volunteers to learn the system and help us 
prepare and record the messages. The work can be done from your home phone and, 
with enough people, should take very little time. If this sounds like an activity that you 
would like to help Dayton Audubon continue, call me at 293-4876 for information.

Have a good holiday season! See you on the trail. 

The officers and directors of the Dayton Audubon Society wish everyone a 
joyful holiday season and a happy and prosperous new year.
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